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PREFACE. 



W HILE consulting Hickee's Tkeiawrus, my attention was Bnd- 
denTy attracted bj a reference to an Old English homily on the 
Finding of the Cross. Ascertaining that it had never been printed, 
and hoping that Old English students, who had read the beautiful 
legend of "Elene, or the Invention of the Cross," in Kemble's 
edition of the TercelU Poerm, might like to have a prose version 
of the story, I determined to edit it for the Early English Text 
Society. This homily is the first piece in our collection of Legends 
of the Holy Rood. It is printed from a MS. in the Bodleian 
Library, Auct. F, iv. 33. 

While engaged upon this, I recollected that I had seen or heard 
of other Old English legends, and as soon as I could procure 
tranacripts, I put them into print. Thus the work gradually grew 
larger and larger' while passing through the press, and a tolerably 
complete collection of legends, in an English form, concerning the 
Invention and Exposition of the Cross (celebrated by two festivals 
of the Christian Church) will be found in the present volume. 

A few Cross-poems have been added, one of which deserves 
special mention, namely, the "Dispute between Mary and the 
Cross" (p. 131). 

' TIu'b ftct wUI »ccount for the gtruige ■rranpHnent of aotne of the piaeea. 
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After the version from the Vemon MS. wae printed, another and 
rather longer copy turned up in Royal MS. i8 A x, with some addi- 
tional verses on the " Festivals of the Church," in the same metre 
as the Cross-poem, These I have added in an Appendix. 

Of the second poem, on the "Finding of the Cross" (p. 19), I 
have printed two versions — one &om the Aahmolean MS. 43, Bod- 
leian Library, of the latter part of the thirteenth century, which 
has been collated with an imperfect copy in Harl. MS. 2x77, of the 
same date, which contains lives of the saints, &c. ; the other from 
the Vemon MS., fourteenth century. 

As the history of Cyriaeus, the brother of Stephen the martyr, 
18 included in the legends relating to the " Finding of the Cross," 
I have also added two versions of the saint's life. 

The third legend (p. 63) contains the history of the material 
out of which the Rood was made, from the time it was a pippin 
until it was wrought into a cross^. It also relates the story "Be 
Shbrice Clavorum," which I have not met with elsewhere in an 
English form. 

This legend, as weU as No. IV. (p. 87) and No. VII. (p. 122) 
are printed from Harleian MS. 4196, a bulky volume, oontainiog 
metrical homilies and lives of saints in the Northumbrian dialect. 

"The Uplifting of the Holy Rood," No. V. (p. 98), is taken from 
.^Hfric's minster homilies in Cotton MS., Julius E vii. .^Ifric's 
discooTse on the " Finding of the Cross " will be found in Thorpe's 
edition of .^Hfrio's Homilies. 

The sixth legend, " How the Holy Cross was found by St. Elene," 
is from the "West-Midland. version of the Cursor Mundi, Fairfax 
MS. 14, Bodleian Library'. 

The same story is found in the Northumbrian copy of the 
CuTiOT Mundi, in the British Moseum, Cotton MS., Vespasian A iii, 
and in a MS. belonging to the University Library of Gottingen, 

' A mmilM- verdoQ of a portion of (bts Story, but of an etrUer date, ii prioted ia my 
^K«im«n« of Early EnglUh {p. 140). 

' For the transcript of tlie piecoa from the MSS. in tbe Bodleian Librar;, I am 
indebted to Mr. G. Parker. 
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This legend on the " Finding of the Cross " is very different 
firom the others abeadj noticed ; and instead of the stoiy of Judas 
or Cyriacus occupying a prominent place, it only comes in at the 
fag-end as an illustration of the diverge stories that are told of the 
Rood (p. 130). Instead of the ordinary legend, we get the story, 
80 well known to us all in the Merchant of Venice, of the merchant 
and the pound of flesh ^. 

All the pieces from I. to X. inclusive, are now for the first time * 
printed. 

The next two pieces (XI, and XII. p. 154-169) are from Caxton's 
Golden Legend, and these again supply a few particulars not found 
in the other legends. 

The " Symbols of the Passion " are now for the first time edited 
from Koyal MS, 17 A 37, and Addit. MS, 22,019, collated with 
another copy without the illustrations in Addifc. MS. 11,748. 

The curious illustrations are furnished by Professor de la Motte, 
who has kindly made the Society a present of those from the 
Addit. MS. 22,029, 

B, M. 

KiBo'e CoiUEGB, London, 
FA.. 1871. 



* Kembla seamed to think that (Iils lagenit was onl; contained in tlie Gtittingen 
M3. He has rightly noticed its abaence from the Midland vsraion of the Oartor 
in Trinity Collc^ Ubrar;. 
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INTEODTJCTION. 



§ 1. The Finding of the Cross. 

J. He InuencioQ of tlie holy crosse is sayd by cause that this 
daye the holy crosse was fouoden- for tofore it was ibunden of aeth 
ia paradyse terrestre / Lyke as it shall be sayde hereafter: and 
also it was fonnden of salamon in the monte of lybane and of the 
qaene of saba / in the temple of salamon - And of the lewes in 
the water of pyscyne' And on this daye it was founden of Helayne 
in the monnt« of calnarye / " 

These prefetory remarks to the " Invention of the Cross " in the 
Golden Legend (see p. 154) sng^t the order in which a summary 
of the l^ends contained in the following pages should be written. 



§ 2. The Finding of the Crcse by Seth in Paradise. 

When Adam and Eve were driven out of Paradise for eating 
of the " apple tree," God promised to send them the oil of mercy 
(pp. 18, ig), wherewith they should be anointed and be healed of 
their sin-wounds which covered their bodies from "head to heel " 
to the number of " sixty and ten " (p. 64). 

In the vale of Hebron Adam and Eve had passed more than 
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Xll IHTBODUCnON. 

tiine handred years in sorrow and woe. They had lost during this 
interval their two eons, and as a kind of penance for their sins, 
they remained apart for more than two hundred yeMs*. At our 
Lord's hidding Adam and Eve came together again, and after 
a time Seth was born. When Adam was nine hundred and thirty- 
two years old, he found himself enfeebled by toU, sickness, and 
old age, and he longed to die. But before his death he wished 
to be anointed with the oil of mercy. He calls Seth unto him 
and tells him of his ills (pp. 20, 21). 

Seth has no idea what pain and sorrow meauj and thinks that 
his father's sickness arises from a longing for the fruits of Paradise 
(p. 62). But Adam tells Seth of God's promise to him on leaving 
Paradise, and bids him go to Paradise, and entreat the angel at 
the gate of Eden to send him the oil of mercy (p. 3a) — the oil 
of life, " that medicine is to man and wife " (p. 6^). 

Seth being ignorant of the way thither, Adam gives him full 
instructions for his journey; and so Seth, startiDg from the head 
of the valley of Hebron, finds a green path which leads to the gate 
of Paradise (p. aa) ; then, turning eastward (p. 66 ^), he comes 
npon the way by which Adam and Eve had left Paradise, upon 
which, ever since the Fall, no grass had grown. Following this 
track, he reaches the gate of Paradise (made known to him by 
a great light, like that of a burning fire^), and with prayer and 
snpphcation he beseeches God to send his father the oil of mercy 
(pp. aa, 66, 154). "While praying, St. Michael appears to Seth, 
and tells him that it is useless to pray for the oil of mercy, for it 
will not be sent upon earth until five thousand two hundred and 
twenty years shall have elapsed, when Christ shall come to die for 
man's sin* (p. 67). 

The angel then commands Seth to put his head within the gate 
of Eden, and to note well whatever he sees therein. He did as he 
was bidden, and saw more marvels than tongue could tell. The 

' Adam determined upon this pen&nce be<wu9e inoman was the root of alt bia mu- 
fortunes (pp. 10, ti). 

* 8ee Spediaeni of Early EngUth, p. 140. 

* See iS}Kcuncn« of Early EngUth, p. 141. 
' The Ooldm Ltgend aays 5550 yBus. 
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DJTEODUCTIOK. xm 

meads were decked with gay herbs and trees, diffusing all around 
most delightful perfumes ; the trees were loaded with delicious 
fruits, and the birds sang jojously. In this land of delight and 
of joy Seth would fain dwell for ever. 

In the middle of Paradise he saw a bright, shining wellj out of 
which flowed four streams that watered all the world '. 

Above the well there stood a large tree with many branches, but 
without bark or leaves, like an aged tree (pp. 44, 68). Seth 
supposed that the tree stood thus bare on account of hiii parents' 
sin (p. 68; Specimens, p. 142). 

A serpent, "all naked, without skin," was embracing the tree. 
This was the tree and the serpent that caused Adam first to commit 
sin (p. 24; Specimens, p. 141). 

A second time Seth looked in, and to his amazement the tree 
was covered with bark and leaves, and appeared to reach uuto 
heaven; and in the top of the tree he beheld a new-bom bairn 
lapped in " small " (or swaddling) clothes^. 

The root of the tree went down into the uttermost ends of hell, 
and there he saw the soul of his brother Abel. Then the angel 
drove Seth from the gate, and he saw no more. These eights were 
afterwards explained to him. The babe in the top of the tree was 
6od's Son, who in the fulness of time should bring mankind the 
oil of mercy (pp. 24, 69, 70). 

When Seth took leave of the angel, he received three pippins or 
kernels of an apple, which he was bidden to put under Adam's 
tongue as soon as he was dead. Out of these three kernels three 
trees — cedar, cypress, and pine — would spring. Theee " wands " 
or rods betoken the Trinity ; the cedar, " a tree of height," denotes 
the Father; the cypress, a tree of sweet savour, represents the Son; 
and the pine', a fruit-bearing trecj is a type of the Holy Ghost 
and His gifts (pp. 26, 70 ; Specimem, p. 144). 

Seth returns home, and tells Adam of the oil of mercy that 
should come through the birth of a blissful Child, near the end of 

' Ths Curior name* the four streamg Tyaon, Fiion, Tigri, Eufrate (Sptdment, 
p. 14Z. Genea.). 

' The Curaor ftdds that the child la; aquealiug for Adam's sin {8peciiaat4, p. 143). 
* The olive eeeaa to be the tree that is reotl; meant 
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xiv IKTBODCCnON. 

the world, and of hie death which should take place within three 
daye. Great Wfw Adam's joy when he heard of his 'apptoachinif 
death, and for once in his life he laughed. He had endured ao 
much sorrow and care, that he had rather dwell in hell than live 
any longer upon earth (pp. 26, 71 ; ^ecitnmt, pp. 144, 145)- 

When Adam died, his weeping wife and children tried to restore 
him to life, whereupon the archangel Michael appeared to them, 
and showed them what to do with the corpse. Under his direction, 
accompanied by angels " singing all fai.1 solemnly and making 
noble melody," they carried the dead body to the vale of Hebron, 
where it was laid in the earth ; and they were told thdt for the 
fiiture the dead must be buried " in earth or stone " (p. 7 3). 

The pippins which had been placed under the root of Adam's 
tongue after a time began to grow, and three small wands or trees 
grew up, and stood in Adam's mouth until the time of Moses. 
Each grew separately by itself out of the same root, and was of 
an ell in length and no more. 

§ 3. The Finding of the Bods by Moees. 

After the Israelites crossed the Bed Sea, they came unto the 
Tale of Hebron; and one evening, as Moses was walking along, 
he came upon the place where the three trees were growing. 
Moses greeted these eigne of the Trinity, and drew them oat of 
the earth, from which issued "so noble a smell," that all the 
Israelites believed that they had at laet reached the land of promise 
(pp. 36, 73). 

By means of these wands Moses healed the sick, and performed 
numerous other miracles. When he knew that his end was near^ 
he planted the wands beside a stream under Mount Tahor, in the 
land of Arabia (pp. 39, 75). 

§ 4. The Finding of the Kods by David. 
For a thousand yean the wands continued in the same state, 
until King David, instructed by 0-od, found tiiem, and brooght 
them to Jemealem (pp. 38, 75)*. 

■ The old Daloh legend, QuehieiUHu van hti heyligh* Orvyi (ed. Betjeui), 
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INTBODDOTIOH. XT 

Ab it was eveDtide when he reached home, he planted the wandi 
in a "dike," and set trostj men to see that no harm happened to 
them. On the morning, he found the wands grown into one tree 
with three branches springing from the top, so he did not attempt 
to remove it, but built aroand it a strong wall, and to mark its 
yearly growth he put around it a silver ring. For tbiriy years 
the tree Btuod in the same spot, and after that grew no more 
(pp. a8, 76, 77)». 

Under the holy tree David did penanoe for his dns, and composed 
Hie whole of the Psalter (pp. 30, 78). 

§ 5, The Rood-tree cut down by command of Solomon. 

For fourteen years David was engaged in building the Temple, 
which after two and thirty years was completed by Solomon. 
When the work was almost finished, the carpenters found them- 
selves in want of a large beam, but they could not find any tree 
of sufficient size to tiumish it, except that which David had planted ; 
whereupon Solomon ordered it to be cut down and taken into tiie 
Temple. The carpenters measure off thirty-one cubits, and ailer 
working it up, they find it one cubit too loug. They take off the 
excess, and on measuring it again find it one cubit too short 
(pp. 30, 79, 80), Thrice they alter it to no purpose, 90 they inform 
the king of their extraordinary failure, and he commands them to 
make a bridge with it across an old ditch ^. 



zn. 
"Sing David, bar*, m Scripturea uj, 
A great lord meeia apon the way. 
All leper-like, with «orw and bUins, 
Till David ouMd him of his pusi. 

And u he joonieyB with the treei, 

Thnw black men ooiDing aoon he ■eaa. 

Who, toached with tboM three tod* of might. 

Beoune, in good looth, pore and white." 
* " To the west of Jenuftltm is a Ua chnroh, wliere the tree of the Oram grew." 
UanndeviUa, in Earlf TravtU in Paie$Utie, ad. T. Wright, Bobn'i Berles, p. 17s. 
' The brook over which the tree was placed Is called Kadron in Norria'a ComiiA 
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§ 6. The Rood-tree discovered by the Queen of Sheba. 

Here it remaiaed until the Queen of Sheba, on her visit to 
Solomon, discovered it, and paid great honour to it. She advised 
Solomon not to allow the beam to remain, for a man should die 
thereon who should destroy the Mosaic Law ; so he caused it to he 
removed, and buried deep and hidden from all men (pp. 3a, 83)*. 

f 7. The Eood-tree foimd in the Piscine. 

Here, after some time, there sprang np a deep well, which, owing 
to the beam of the sacred tree, was endowed with miraculous powers 
of healing ; so it was visit«d by the sick, who bathed thereio and 
were healed (pp. 32, 82). 

When Jesus came upon earth, the tree began to float ; and when 
the Jews were in want of a " tree " on which to hang our Lord, 
they thought of the floating beam, and took it up and made thereof 
a cross (pp. 33, 84, 155). 

f 8. Of the Number of Pieces in the Cross. 

The CrosB was made out of two-thirds of the beam ; and the part 
above ground was eight cubits long, the pieces on each side were 
of three cubits (p. 85), 

In the Golden Legend (p. 155) the four pieces of the Cross are 
mentioned as consisting of four different kinds of wood ; — 

(i) The upright beam; (2) the over-thwart or cross-bar, upon 
which the arms were nailed ; (3) the piece upon which was fixed the 



Drama, 1. 415. Maundeville spealie of the Bood-tree aa hatiiig ohm be«n usee 
bridge over the brook Cedron (Early Tratels in Palatine, Bohn'a edition, p. 
Nola oTid Quena, vol. vii. p. 334, 1853). 

' The old Dutch legend in BarjeBu's Eoly Crou says that after Solomon 
lebnked bj Qae«n Sheba for letting the trea serve for a bridge, he gave orders 
"To plaea it o'er the lemple'e door. 
Where men should bleas it 1 



AUm (Abijah) afterwarda took the gold and silver from off it, that Solomon had 
placed around it, and the Jews removed it &om the Temple. 
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INTRODDCnOH. XVU 

table containmg the aaperscription ; (4) tite socket, or mortise, in 
wliich the main beam stood. 

The four kinds of wood were palm, cypress^, cedar, and olive. 

"Quatuor ex lignis domini crux dicitur esse; — 
Pee CTucis est cedrus ; corpus tenet alta cupressus ; 
Falma manns retinet; titula Isetatur oUva." 

§ 9. The Legend of Maximilla, the first Christian 
Martyr. 

The Northmnhrian version of the history of the Cross-beam 
(pp. 62-85) has a few variationB from the Southern vergions, and 
introduces a legend, probably of later origiDj that I have not met 
with elsewhere in an English form^. Instead of the beam being 
turned into a bridge, Solomon is said to have caused it to be placed 
between two pillars of the Temple, and to have commanded that 
once a year every one should visit the " holy tree," and honour it 
"in their beat manner." So it befell upon a year that all the 
country fer and neat went to Jerusalem to honour the sacred 
beam; and among the worshippers was an unbelieving woman 

(p. 80)- 

" She sought thither the sight to see. 
And trowed no virtue in the tree." 

Ql^ woman, whose name wae Maximilla, in unbelief sat upon the 
"tree," and forthwith her clothes took fire and burnt like tow. 
Then she began to prophesy, 

"And said, 'My Lord, mighty Jem, 
Have mercy, and on me thou rue." 
When the Jews heard her call upon Jesus, they were exceedingly 
-angry, l>ecause she had slandered their God by the mention of 

' Some i»j the stem wm made of cjprew, because it irae a wood that did Dot easily 
decaj. 

' Thia legsDd ii fbuiid in Arandel MS. 507 : " Ectre enx vient una femme Maii- 
duJIa;" and in Oie Comij^ play of '"the Beginning of tlie World" iTKt ComiA 
Drama, ed. Norrii). 

b 
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a new one, so they turned her out of the town and stoned her to 
death — 

"Shh was the fibst that bupfbekd shame, 
Foe the hektiontnq op Jes'd's kahi." 

Many who had witnessed this sight honoured the " tree " more 
than any earthly thing (p. 8z), whereat the Sews were grieved, and 
therefore secretly removed it, and cast it into a " dike," for they 
were afraid to bam or break it up. But Grod would not suffer 
the tree to be hid, bat sent his angels between "undem and 
prime" to move the water in the dike; and all the aicfe and sore that 
got into the ditch when the water was moved, were healed "through 
virtue of the holy tree." Tlien the Jews took the beam out of 
the water, and turned it into a bridge "over a heek" (p. 82), 
hoping that it woidd soon be destroyed by the great wear and tear 
that it would be subjected t». Thus the tree lay until the eage 
queen " Dome SibelP " came to Jerusalem, when she laid her clothes 
upon the bridge, and went over it barefooted, and "ptophesied" 
that the "tree" was a true token of a '^doomsman" who should 
judge all men. Here the tree was allowed to remain until Christ 
was about to suffer death (p. 83). 

§ 10. The Making of the Nails of the Rood*. 

The Northern version of the history (^ the Rood contains also 
a legend on the making of the nails, which is as follows : — 

The Cross is made, but three nails are wanting. The Jews go to 
a smith in the town, and bid him quickly 

" Make three nmls, stiff and good. 
To nail the prophet on the rood." 

* Tbe Qae«n of Sheba is here oonfounded with WbjX, u in the Aronitel MS. go; : 
"Lft wge reyae SibiUe lieat a Jeraulem pour eapronaor le «iDoir de Salomon." 
The old Dutch l^end of the Cron does not make this con&uioD, but the itoiy of the 
piH:ana ^oa before the star; of lihe QaeMi of Bbefak^ vkit ; and as SAilla la pot to 
death, she it eridentJy confounded with the Maiimilla of onr EngUeh legend. Hie 
■algoot of ohap. 49, bk. i. toI. i. of Qretser, ia — " OntOMn Dommi «{iDd BtheieMt per 



» TTiii rtory U tbnnd in Norris'a Cornith Drama, pp. 433-439. 
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iKTHODtJcnoH. xix 

When the " sroith " heard that Jeaua, whom he believed to be 
a prophet " tme and good," was to be cniciBed, he wae ^eatly 
grieved, and determined that he would not make any nails for thi^ 
puipose (p. 84). 

With boldness he answered the Jews, and said, " Ye shall get 
no naile from me. God has set his mark upon me, so that I cannot 
work." lu bis bosom he laid bis hand, and said he had hurt it 
on a " brand," and had siteh paiu in it that he expected to lose 
his hand. 

The Jews would not believe him, but demanded to see his hand, 
which, when they saw it, appeued as though it were sore, but in 
reality was not so. 

The Jews, being satisSed, were going about their business, wbeij. 

" Forth came then the smithes wife, 
A fell woman, and full of strife." 

By the Jews she stood, and did not say much for her husband's 
good. " Sir," said she, " since when hast tboa bad such a malady ? 
Yesterday evening your hands were uninjured. But since sickness 
is sent to thee, these men shall not be luiserved, but shall have 
the nails ere they go, as soon, at least, as I myself can make 
them." So she set to work, blew fast the bellows, and at Ust 
made the iron hot. Then the Jews helped her to strike the iron, 
BO that the three iiails were soon made. Though they were very 
large, and roughly made, the Jews would not refuse them, but took 
them immediately, and with glad hearts hastily went their way 
jmtil they came to " Sir Pilate." 

f 1 1. On the Number of the Nails. 

The Dumber of nails employed in the Crucifixion is a contested 
point. A. writer in Nota and Queries, Series III. vol. iii. p. 31,5, in 
showing that tiree naUs are depicted in the Crucifixion as early 
as the twelfth century, quotes the following &om Zjabarte's 
Handiook of tie Arit of lie Middle A^es : — 

" Rg. 14. Copper crucifix, twelfth century, Coll. SoltybjfiF. (No. 
332, Debruge labarte Coll.) Copper, enamelled and gilt The 
b2 
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Saviour is not clothed in the long Byzantine robe of the eleventh 
century, but in a tunic desceoding to the knees, in which he ia 
represented until the fourteenth century. His feet are not crossed 
or nailed, but rest on a tablet {suppeditanum), which a third nail 
fixes to the CroBS. Before the thirteenth century, Jesus was 
attached to the Cross by four nails, one to each hand and foot. 
In consequence of some anterior discussions, the feet trom this 
period were placed over each other, and attached by a smgle nail, 
it having been settled that three nails only were used at the Cm- 
citixion. Cimabue ia aaid to have been the first painter who 
adopted this arrangement. This crucifix (fig. 14) was made at 
the end of the twelfth century, when the four nails had been 
r^ected, but the feet had not been snperposed ; so, to get rid of 
the difficulty, the third nail is here attached to the tablet which 
supports the feet." 

" St. Gregory Nazianzen says of the taking down from the Cross, 
Tviivhv TpiirfiKif KtifLfvav ^Au Xa^iiv, clearly intimating that our 
Saviour was fixed to the Cross with three nails only. 

"Nonnus, the Greek poet, in the fifth century describes the 
sacred feet of our Lord as placed one over the other, and fastened 
down with a single large nal. 

" On the other hand, St, Cyprian, St. Augustine, St. Gregory of 
Tours, and Pope Innocent III, as also Rufinus and Theodoret, 
reckon four nails." (F. C, H. in Notet and Queries, Series III. 
vol. iii. p. 392.) 

^Ifric speaks oifour nails : " The Jews fixed him [Jesn83 

on a CroBa with/owr nails." {The HomiUes of .iSlfric, ed. Thorpe, 
vol. i. p. 217.) 

The author of the Aneren Biwle notices the tradition of three 
nails : " His dear body, that was extended on the Cross, broad as 
a shield above, in his outstretched arms, and narrow beneath, 
because, as men suppose, the one foot was placed upon the other 
foot." (Aneren Riwle, p. 391.) 

Curtins, in his treatise De Clavk Donuniett (seventeeuth cen- 
tury), is in favour of four nails. See Greteer, vol i, bk, 1. cap, 93 ; 
Lipsius, lib. ii. cap. 9. 
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§ 12. The Finding of the Cross by St- Helena. 

After the crucifixion the Jews tried to hide the Cross from 
Christians, so they buried it along with the two crosses whereon 
the thieves were hiang, and for two handred years they lay " under 
«a^" (PP-35> io8). 

Adrian knew where the Cross was, but to prevent Christians 
irom finding it out, he built a heathen temple on the spotj and so 
the place was forsaken, and finally neither pagian nor Christian 
knew where the Rood lay (p. 35). 

After a time Constantiae became emperor', pious and honourable, 
and a friend to Christians, although as yet he was unbaptized. 

In the sixteenth year of his reign, a foreign but mighty nation 
assembled on the banks of the Danube to make war upon the 
Roman people '. Constantine, praying for divine assistance, marched 
against his foes ; hut, when he saw the hostile hosts, he was sad 
nnto death, expecting that all his army would perish in the 
conflict. The night before the battle the emperor had a vision, in 
which he saw an angel, who bade him to be of good cheer, and 
to look up to heaven. On looking up he saw in the sky the sacted 
token of Christ's Cross, and above the Cross was written these 
words : " By this conquer '* {p. 3) . 

On the morrow he commanded a cross to be made, afber the 
pattern of that which he had seen in his vision, and caused it to 
be borne before him in battle, instead of a banner. 

As soon as the enemy saw the sign of the holy Bood, they were 
seized with a panic, and fled; so Constantiue won the victory 
through the power of the Cross (pp. 4, 36, 37, 88, 109). 

When the emperor returned home, he made enquiry concerning 
the Cross, and whose token it was. Christians came and told him 
of the Trinity, and of the advent and death of Christ; so the 
emperor became a Christian, and was baptized by Pope Silvester 
(PP- 4. 36)- 

' The dates given in these IsgendB ire very iuoonecl. No. 1. places ConBtuitine'a 
reign in tbe jbmt 1J3 ftfler the Pftuion ; in the Vercellt poem (Ko. XI. Golden 
Legend) it ii "an C jere >nd more." 

* Enaebiiu, in Me Ltfe of Comttmtine, Ik., gpeabs only of the woi: bettrean the 
emperor and M^entius, 
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Constant^oe, throogh reading Iioly books, ieamt that the Cross 
was somewhere in Jerusalem ; so he sent Helena his mother (who 
is said to have been serenty years old at this time) there to find, if 
possible, where it was hidden. 

When Helena came to Jerusalem, she called together all the 
Jewish citizens, and bade them choose the wisest of their kin, who 
should come before her and tell her what she was desirous of 
knowing. 

A thousand of the wisest of the Jewish people appeared before 
her, and she commanded them to select the wisest from among 
them to answer a question that she was about to propose to them 
(pp. 6, 38, 91). 

After leaving the queen's presence in great fear, they discussed 
among themselves what the question might be. Then one Judas, 
the son of Simon, and brother of Stephen J;he martyr, said unto 
them : " I know what the question will be ; for the queen will ask 
us where tbe Cross of Christ was laid. But beware that none of 
you tell her ; for I know well that thereupon shall all the ordi- 
nances of our law be destroyed. For Zaoheus my grandiather said 
to Simon my father, and my father at his death said to me, 
' Inquiry shall be made concerning the Cross on which our elders 
hanged Jesus Christ; but beware, telJ not', for any torment 
that thou shalt suffer, where the Ci-oss of JeeuB was Uid; for 
after that it shall be found, the Jews shall reign no more, but 
Christian men shall have the sovereignty; and truly this Jesus 
was the Son of God'" (p. 8). 

The Jews, having listened attentively to the discourse of Judas, 
unanimously declare that they will not reveal where the Cross is 
hid, and cautioned Judaa to keep silent respecting it (p. 9). 

Helena again summoned the Jews before her, and threatened 
them with fire unless they quickly made known where the Cross 
was to be found. Alarmed at the queen's threats, they presented 
Judas to her, saying, " lisdy, this man is skiliiil and learned, and 
able to make known to you all the things that thou art desirous 

' Tbe ftnt and Becood of our iBgendi, agreemg with the Vercelti Cron poem, 
tapramnt Smon u InddiDg JndM to roTeal ths pI>oe of tlia CroM before he u pnt 

to daftth. 
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of knowing." Then the qneen let all the others go, but retained 
Judae, who, however, refused to give any information. Then the 
queen commanded Jndas to be cast into a deep pit, where he wae 
kept without meat or drink for seven days, at the end of which 
time he expressed hie willingness to tell the truth concerning the 
CrosB. When he wae taken out of the pit, he brought Helena to 
the place of the crucifixion, and there offered up a prayer, beeeech- 
ing God to disclose the place where the crosses were hidden (p. lo) ; 
whereupon the earth quaked, and there arose " the sweetest smell 
of all the most precious perfumes." Then Judas rejoiced and said, 
" Verily Jesus is the Saviour of the world." Having said these 
words, he began to dig, and at the depth of twenty feet he found 
three crosses, which were removed to Jerusalem, He could not 
say, however, which was the Cross of our Lord, so he awaited the 
manifestation of divine power. About noon the Jews brought in 
the dead body of a young man that was about to be buried. Judas 
retained the bier, and laid one of the crosBes upon the dead body, 
and then the second; and when the third touched the corpBe, it 
came to life, and blessed the name of the Lord. Then the devil 
was greatly enraged, and was heard crying in the air and saying, 
"Judae, what ia this that thou hast done? Thou hast done the 
opposite what the other Judas did. Through bim I won many 
souls, and through thee I shall lose many ; through him I reigned 
over the people, through thee I have lost my realm " (p. 1 1), 

Judae, being filled with the Holy Ghost, cursed the devil, and 
said, " May Christ sink thee into the deep abyss of hell ; ■" where- 
upon the devil was no longer to he seen or heard. After this, Judas 
was baptized by the name of Cyriacus, and in time became bishop 
of Jerusalem (p. la). 

Helena longed to possess the nails of the Cross, and commanded 
Cyriacus to make search for them. He did so, and discovered 
them glisteniag iu the earth like the purest gold. The queen, 
by a voice from heaven, was bidden to take the nails to set them 
in the bridle of her son Constantine^ (p. 13). Tor three years he 



' Some Bsy thbt one luul wu wrought ai a fait, and faateDod to the bridle ot 
Coiutantiiie'i hoiBe, while two other* were moared to the helmet. Other legandi mj 
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carried them about with him, and afterwards placed them beside thd 
CrosB. At St. Denis are the nails and the king's crown (p. iso). 
She gave also a part of the Cross to her son, and the other part 
she left enshrined in gold, silver, and precious stones, in a church 
which she caused to be built upon Mount Calvaty (p. 96), Thus 
was the holy Rood found on the third of May, which we call Holy 
Rood Day. 

§ 1 3. Another Legend concerning tlie Finding of the 
Cross (pp. 108-121). 

Constantine, being demroua of finding the holy Cross upon which 
Jeeue bad suffered, sent two messengers, Benciras and Aneiers, to 
his mother Helena, bidding her without delay to make search for 
the holy Rood. The queen had with her at this time a shilfnl 
goldsmith, who owed a large sum of money to a Jew, under a bond 
to yield an equivalent in weight of his own flesh if the debt shoold 
not be paid when due. The day of payment came, and the gold- 
smith was unable to satisfy the Jew's claims. The case came 
before the queen's court, and was tried by Benciras and Ansiers, 
who ask the Jew how he proposes to take the penalty. He replica 
that he intends to put out the debtor's ^es, then to smite off hw 
huids, and lastly to cut off his tongue and nose. 

The judges bid him taia the flesh, but beware to take no blood 
with it, for that was not included in the contract. The Jew says, 
" Methinks the worst part of the bargain is mine — 

To take the flesh if I assay. 
Then the blood will run away. 

Ye have ruined me by your decision; a curse light upon you 
for it." 

Tlien the jndg^ declare the Christian man to be quit, and 
condemn the Jew to forfeit his goods to the queet3, and to lose 
his tongae. 

OuA one n^ wm tbrown into the Adriatic Sea to quiet a whirlpool there, two utile 
wera pUoed in the bridle of ConstsatJne'B hone, and one in Cooatantine'e arown. 
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Tbe Jew, ogbatA at thia deciraon, ofifere to disclose where the 
Lord's holy Cross is to be fotmd ; whereupon Helena declares that 
if he can do so he shall receive a fall pardon, but shall lose his ejea 
in case he does not perform hia promise. 

Then the Jew leads Helena to Calvary, and digs np three 
eroeses, &c. 

§ 14. How to make the Sign of the Cross. 

^Mc, in his instructions for making the sign of the Cross 
(p. 104), gives the Western mode as follows : — With three fingers 
must one mate the sign of the cross, and bless himself, on account 
of the Holy Trinity. He seems to condemn the use of the open 
hand in making the sign of the Cross^ (p. 104). 

" The gesture of benediction is ... . either Greek or Latin ; it is 
always given with the right hand, the hand of power. In the 
Greek Church it is performed with the forefinger entirely open, the 
middle finger slightly bent, the thumb crossed upon the third 
finger, and the httle finger bent. This movement and position of 
the five fingers form, more or less perfectly, the moni^ram of the 
Son of God." (Didron's Christ, Iconog, p. 407.) 

" The Latin benediction is given with the thumb and two 
first fingers open, the third and little finger remaining closed." 
{Jh. p. 408.) 

§ 15. The KxpoBition of the Cross'. 

There was, in the year of our Lord six hundred and fiiteen, an 
impious king of Persia, named Chosroes, who commanded ^ his 
subjects to call him the King of kings and Lord of lords. With 
a great army he invaded Jerasalem, and destroyed the chorches of 
the Christians. He went to the holy Hepulehre with the intention 
of destroying it, but a great fear withheld him. Nevertheless, he 

' " Hake the lign of ilie cross on yonr mouth with the tbamb, and saj, ' God be 
our help ;' then *. large otobb from above the farehead down to the breast, with 
d)e three fingsn." (Jneren BtisAe, p. 19.) Sm GtebMT, rd. i. lib. iv. cip. t, %. 

• See pp. 48-67 J 87-107 ; i»-i30 ; 161-16J. 
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took poBsessioQ of the holy fiood left there t^ Helena, and carried 
it away into his ovn country. . Forthwith he rused a high toWer 
of silver, omameBted with all kinds of precious stones; and therein 
he set a throne wrought of " red gold," in which was represented 
the son, moon, and stars, so that it looked like heaven. By means 
of pipea perforated with small holes, he caused water to descend 
as rain; and causing horses to tramp cocstantly through hidden 
trenches, he imitated the noise of thunder. He even imitated the 
song of angels by means of " secret whistles." Here on his throne 
he ^t, endeavouring to represent God himself; and beside him 
on his right side he placed one of bis sons ', feigning bim to be 
God the Son; and a third person on bis left band represented 
the Holy Ghost. To hie eldest eon the impious king resigned bis 
throne, and for many a day practised his onraed " maumetry." In 
those days there was an emperor named Heraelius, who was 
rebowned far and wide as a brave, pious, and Qod-fearing sovereign. 
Chosroes' son was enrious of the Christian king's renown, and 
determined to win from him his kingdom. The two armies met 
near the banks of the Danube, and the son of Chouroes proposed 
to the emperor to decide the contest by a siikgle combat on the 
bridge of the river. Heraelius consented, and throngh the divine 
assistance won the victory, and slew his opponent. Then Heraelius 
came to Persia, and found the impious Chosroes, like a Crod, sitting 
on hie throne. Becauee he had honoured the Cross, the emperor 
offered to spare hie life, if he would forsake his "nmumetiy" and 
be baptized. On his refusal, Heraelius commanded his head to be 
struck off, and gave the kingdom to the eon of the heathen king. 
The holy Kood he removed, intending to carry it back to Jeru- 
salem. After he had descended from the Mount of Olives, he 
essayed to enter the gat« of the city (by which the Savioar went 
to his Passion) on horseback, in royal array; but the stones lying 



* Soma legeuda say tb»t the Crow placed oa his rit;ht rspreseDled (he Son. and 
s ooek OD his left rspreaeoted the Holy Ghost. The Ctoh seems to have been a 
true representstion of the Son. "The eulisBt Cbiirtiui aitista, when nwkiDg 
a lepreeentation of the Trinitj, placed a oroii betide (he Father and tbs Holy Spirit 
— a craw antj, widtont onr oraoified Lord." (Didron'i ChriitiaM Jconegrapl^, 
p. 369, Bohn's Illiutrated Libraiy.) ' 
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round the pUce suddenly closed aboat, and fanned an impenetrable 
wall. 

At the saiae time an angel appeared standing on the wall, 
with the sign of the cross in his hand, and reminded the emperor 
that Christ had entered hy this gate in humble clothing, riding 
npon an ass. Heraclins, thus rebuked for his pride, dismounted, 
and stripped himself of his royal robes, and barefooted bore the 
Cross into the city, tlie obstacles to his entrance having suddenly 
disappeared. When the Cross entered the city, it gave forth a most 
delightful savour, and filled all places with its sweetness, and ail 
assembled began to pisise the Cross thus, saying, " O thou mar- 
Tellous Cross, more Inminous than the starsj greatly art thou to be 
honoured and loved by all the world ; for thou alone wast worthy 
to bear the ransom of the world. Sweet tree, save thou this 
assembly that are here this day gathered blether for thy hononn 
and praise." 

Thus was the precioos tree re-eetablished, and the ancient 
miracles were revived. 

This took place on the fifteenth day of the month of September, 
and is still coomiemorated by the festival called The Exposition of 
the Holy Cross '. 

§ 16. Traces of the Cross before the Crucifixion. 

The Cross is mentioned in the Old Law. It was planted in 
Paradise J Adam took shelter thereunder when he had sinned; the 
blood of Abel cried &om under it. 

It was the iact of Isaac's carrying the wood for his sacrifice in 

' MaDj minclM axe related in Bome of these legeoda u being connscted with the 
Bood after iti eipoution (iee pp. to.), 104, 130, 1G6-169). A few an meotioned 
in connection with the InTention (se* pp. 1 15, 159, i6o). Grotser has aoDiethiiig on 
the oil of the Croes, toI. i. lib. i. cup. 91. See p. ii£ of this Tolunie. 

In Hail. 31^1 If. JO bk., mention ia made of a great mirada of a knight called 
Sli Soger Wallysboron ; how he in the Hoi; Land wanted to bring off a piece of the 
OroHS ; haw hia tliigb opened marvellonal;, and receiveil it j how be waa oatnad to 
Cornwall, when hig tliigh opened and let the fragment of the Cnwa out. A piece of 
Uiib be gave to bia pariah chorch, " Croea-parilh," and the r«it to Bt. Buryan'i 
College. 



tizedoy Google 



XXVUl INTEODrCTION, 

the form of a croae apoQ bis shoulders, that prompted God the 
Father to send an angel to arrest the arm of Abraham^. 

The four corners of Noah's ark were made of it* (p. 1 16). 

Gretser (vol. i. lib. i. cap. 43-46), as figures of the Cross, men- 
tions Jacob's ladder, Jacob's staff, the transposition of Jacob's 
hands in blessing the sons of Joseph, the scarlet cord in the window 
of Bahab, the tttal with which Jael slew Sisera, tbe oak and rod 
of Gideon, 8ec. 

Moses' wand came from this tree ; and in Egypt the Israelites 
were saved by the sign of the cross. Moses raised a cross in the 
wilderness, by which those who were stung by serpents were healed. 
When he held up his own bands, it was in the form of a cross. 
The dispute concemiDg tbe priesthood was settled by Aaron's rod 
having a cross upon it (p. 117). (See Gretser, vol. i. lib. i. cap. 44.) 
When David went to fight with Goliath, he was armed with a staff 
like a cross (p. 118). 

' DidroD'a Cirut. lamog., Bohn'i IUtia(r»ted librtoy, p. 370. 
' For the GtUawiug intereating note I am indebted to the kindoesB of the Rer. 
Dr. Bmy:— 

"The Soriptnre N^th, 'AbialuuD oirctimciHed jiS men of bia hooBehold.*' Hetc 
ths me&ning first of the iS, then of the 300. The ten and eight are represented, ths 
ten b; I, »nd tbe eight by H. There thou haat the b^inning of the name mSOTZ. 
But beoause the Cross, in the form of Hie letter T, was ia cartj the grace (of sal- 
Tation), (herefbre he adds tbe 30a (which ia represented b; T in Greek). 80 ho 
shows forth Jeatu in the first two letters, and the Cross in the tbird." [LeOer of 
Barniaixu, so called, c. ix.) 

In c. lii. of the same Epistle, the Crosa is spoken of aa Bymboliied b; the out- 
gtretahing of tbe hands of Hoses during tbe buttle with Amalek (Eiod. ivii S, fka.), 
which is assumed to have been a stretching out of both hands as on the Cross, thongb 
the mentaon of the "rod of Ciod in my hand "(Eiod. zvii. 9) suggests a difierent 

Then, "All day long I have stretched forth my hands," &c. 80 in Rom. i. 31, 
but Isa. liv. 1 is ' I have spread out my hands all tbe day unto a rebeUioot poople,' 
is explained as tbresbadowing the Cross. 

Next, the " pote " of the bnuen serpent ia eipluned as foreshadowing a omss. In 
fact, some old translators render kr toK^ by "in cmce." 

On these passages Hefele refers to Justin. Dial. c. IVjfpA.n. IIi.p. 104; TertnlUan. 
adv. Jud. c. 10; adv. Mare. iii. 18; Justin. Apol. I. n. 35 ; Dial. c. JVypA.n. 97. 

* This is not expressly in Holy Scripture, but in Qsn. xiv. 14, 318 is given w tha 
number of Abram's servants in the war against the kings ; and in xvii. 16, 17, all the 
men of his house are circumcised. 
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Wlien Elijah met the widow of Zarephath, that woman picked 
np two pieces of wood, which she held up in the form of a croee ; 
and God, for that action, increaeed the quantity of meal uid oil in 
her house, and afterwards permitted the prophet to restore her son 
to lifei. 

The aign of Thau in the OH Law is a token of the crosa* 
(p. ij8). 

" The Cross, made with beams put together, had the ahape of the 
Samaritan Tau, says St. Jerome^, whoae words are these: 'In the 
oldest Hebrew letters, which the Samaritans now make use of, the 
last, which U Tau, bad the form of a cross.' This Tau, like a 
cross, was like the T of the Greeks, according to Paulinus, who says 
that the shape of the Cross is expressed by the Greek letter Tau, 
which stands for three hundred. The Cross of our Ijord was some- 
tiling different &om the letter Tau ; the beam that was fixed in the 
earth crossing that which was athwart it above, and made as it 

were a head by rising above it This is the form of the Cross 

which St. Jerome means, when he compares it to birds flying, to 
a mau swimmiiig, and to a man praying to God with bis aims 
extended." (Humphrey's Montfawion, vol. x. pt. ii. bk. iii. cap. i, 
p. 158, quoted in Notes and Queries, 1853, vol. vii. p. 461.) 

The paschal lamb seems to have been roasted in the form of a 
cross. 

" This Iamb, which was to be roasted whole, was a symbol of the 
punishment of the Cross, which was inflicted on Christ, To yap 
oTST(6Hfvov vpo^arov, k.t.X, For the lamb which wae roasted was so 
placed aa to resemble the figure of a croas ; with one spit it "was 
pierced longitudinally, fiwm the tail to the head; with another it 
was transfixed through the shoulders, so that the forelegs became 



> Didro&'i Chritl. Itonog., Bolm's lUuBtrfttad Ubmy, p. 37- " 'Lord,' aaiUi she 
[the woman of Zarephoth] to Elijah the holy prophet, ' behold I am gathering two 
■ticks.' These two Btioks betoken that one atUA which stood opright, and that 
other nUo of the predonB Croai, which went athwart it." (J»«m lUidt, p. 4O3-) 

* In Bzek. ii. 4, 6, the mark ipoken ot is the letter Thau, 

' A certain Jew who had become « eonTari to Chri»tianity, used to say that the 
Tan of Uie old alphabets resembled the sign of the Cross. (Origen, In Nota and 
Queria, Series II. vol. rii. p. gj.) 
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extended." (Vide Justini Martyri Opera, edit. Oberthflr, vol. ii. 
p. io6, quoted in JVo/fti and Queriet, 1853, vol. viii. p. 545.) See 
also G-retaer, vol. i. lib. i. cap. 44; LipBine, bk. i. oEt. 8. 

§ 17. The Analogy of the Cross in Nature\ 

The first man and wonmn were made in the form of a cross 
(p. 118). The Oroes is, the bead of Holy Writ, the fotmdatioa of 
clergy, and the rule of holy life. 

It is made up of four notches and ihree woods, by wbich is 
understood the seven tata. Multiply three and four together, and 
it gives us the sum of the Old and of the New Laws — ten of the 
Old, and two of the New. 

Man's form is like a cross, and be is composed of seven elements 
■ — the body of four, and the soul of three. 

The Cross was made of wood, and not of stone, for very good 
reasons — through a tree man was lost, through a 1*ee man was 
saved (p. 119). 

The world is in the form of a cross ; for the east sbines above our 
beads, the north is on the right, the south at the left, and the west 
stretches out beneath onr feet. Birds, that they may rise in the air, 
extend tbeir wings in the form of a cross ; men, when praying, or 
when beating aside the water while swimming, assume the form of 
a cross, tian differs from the inf^or animals jn bis power of 
standing erect and extending his arms. 

A vessel, flying upon the seas, displays her yard-arms in the form 
of a cross, and cannot cut the main unless her mast stands, cross- 
like, erect in tbe aii ; finally, the ground cannot be tilled without 
the secret sign, and the T^u, the crucifixion lett«:, is the letter of 
salvation. (Didron, p. 372.) See the curious plate to p. 42, bk. i. 
ch. 9 of Lipsius's De Cmee, Amsterdam, 1670. i2mo. 

Thus we see that old writers found traces of the Cross through- 
out all nature, and in the words of one of onr seventeenth cen- 
tury authors, poet and divine, are ever exclaiming — 

■ •• The dgn of tlie CroBB ie impressed upon the whole of nature." {Apdl, i. i 71.) 
' lUbantu Manrus (De Laud(bui SanOa CriteW) detects the Crom tTeiTwhere. 
(MdrMi, p. 372.) 
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INTRODUCnON. XXXI 

" Wlio can blot out the Cross, which th' inatrument 
Of God dewed on me in the sacrament? 
Who can deny me power and liberty 
To stretch mine arms, and mine own cross to be? 
Swim, and at every stroke thoa art thy cross ! 
The mast and yard make one when sea* do toss. 
Look down, thou epy'et ever crosses in small things; 
Look up, thoa seest birds rused on crossed wings. 
All the globe's Irame and sphere is nothing else 
But the meridian's crossing parallels." 

§ 1 8. The Story of Longinus. 

There are two kindred sabjects taken up in the present pages : 
(i) The story of Longinut, who, as usual, is confounded with the 
centurion that pierced the Saviour's side (see p. 106); (2) The 
uplifting of the Cross at the Crucifixion {p. 142). 

On this subject, see Gretser, vol. i. lib. i. cap. 21: "Num 
Christos humi, an in sublimi sit snffizus cmci." 

It is generally agreed that the Saviour was nailed to the Cross 
before it was fixed in the ground in an upright position. 



For further information on the Cross, and the various legends 
connected with it, see — 

SittoTg of the Holy Crost (Berjean, J. P.), Lond. 1863. 

The Ancient ComUA Drama (ed, Norris), Oxford, 1859, 

Sacred and Legendary Art (Jameson, A.), Lond. 1848. 

History of our Lord (Jameson, A.), Lond. 1864. 

Didron's Christian Iconogrofhy (Bohn's IQnstrated Library), 
Lond. 1 85 1. 

Works of Jacobus de Yoragine and of Babanus Kaunis. 

HoTtus S. Crueis (Gretser, J.), Ingolstadt, 1610. 

Gretser's Works, 17 vols. Batisb. 1734—41 ; of which vols. 1-3 
treat of the Cross. 

De Cruee (Lipsius, J,), Amsterdam, 1670, 
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LEGENDS OF THE HOLT ROOD. 
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DISCOVERY OF THE SACRED CROSS. 

Hear ye now what I shall nay to yon conceming the holy rood 
(cross) upon which Christ suffered, how it was found on this day. 
When that one hundred and thirty- three years had elapsed after Christ's 
passion and ascension to heaven, then reigned Constantino the great, 
Kaiser in the city of Rome. He was pious in morals and honourable 
in actions, a sapport«r of Christian men, and, nevertheless, was not 
yet baptized. In the sixth year of Constantine's reign there was 
assembled a great foreign folk at the river which is called Danube, 
and they were ready to fight against the Kaiser and the Roman 
people. Then was it soon made known to the great Kaiser Con- 
stantine, and he immediately gathered togetlier a great army, and 
marched gainst his foes with a sorrowful mood, and oft looked up 
heaven-wards, earnestly praying for divine assistance. When they came 
to the river then saw be the great and innumerable host of his enemies ; 
then was he exceedingly sorrowful and sad even unto death, because 
he thought that tliey would ell perish. Then on that same nigbt, that 
Constantine slept and rested himself, there came to him an exceed- 
ingly beautiful (fair) angel in white shining garments, and he awoke 
him and said, "Constantine, be thou not sad, but look up now unto 
this heaven." And he immediately looked np unto heaven and there 
saw the sacred token of Christ's cross standing opposite him, and 
distinguished by the brightness of a great light, and these words were 
written above the cross : " Constantine, with this sign thou sbalt over- 
come and subdue all thy enemies." He then awoke blithely (joyfully) 
because of the feir a^ht (vision) and for the great promised victory; 
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I. 

[pilRE HALQAN RODE GEMETNE8.*] V^^ 

Gehera% ge nu hwiet ic eow aet^n wille ymbe ^ halgtui rode 
[« criet on Jirowode. hu heo on ]>eoHiie dteg gefunden wteB. 
j»Sa w»§ agan an hund' wintra ] firi ] fritti wintra tefler ■MS.nuad. 
crietes ]>rowunge ^ upstige to heofenum ; ])a rixode constan- 
linuB ae msere casere on roma byrig. He wses eawfteat on (>ea- DeKripUonof 
wum. ] arfiest on dtedum. cristenra manna fiiltumend. ] ntes Cmma^m. 
)>eah yogyt gefullod. ^a od Jiam sixtan gure )>e constantiniM Hitsnemia 
mode )>a wtee gesanmod micel eeljwodig folc to }>fere ea. )« is ^•**'°" 
gehaten danubia. ] wseron gearwe to fibtane ongean Jtone kasere. 
] on[geati] p& romauiscan leode. )« wear^ bit sona )wn meraa 
conatantine ^mn kaaere gecyd. ] be )>a sone g^;aderode micele 
fyrde. ] ongren bia fiond ferde mid carfuUum mode. "} gelome 
bebeold wi)> heofenas weard. biddende giorne godcundne fultum. 
^ bio to ]>Dere ea coman. )>a geset^ be %(Br ]>a mjcelan 3 {la 
nngerimed^lican ferde. |)Eera bis fionda. )» weea be 8wi%e aarig ] * [i«i 10, 
g6amx>dsad 0% dea%. for |)an )>e be wende f hi ealle acoldon 
sweltanj (» on Jiare ylcwi nibte |>e conBtantanus alep: ^ bine 2C*"ttt^^ 
gereete. \» com bim to sum swi%e fi^er cencgel on hwitum adn- ^^"^ 
endum reafe. ] bine awebte. ] cwojS. Conatantiniu ne beo ]>u na 
DmMt. Ac beaeob nu up into )>isaere* beofenan. ] be %a Bona '^^'*1^ 
beseab up on yisee beofenan. ] )>ter geseah f balmende taceu betwuDttu 
Ghriitea rode on myceles liohtes bribtnease oi^ean bim geeet. -\ 
gemearcod. ] Jiaa word bufen fwire rode awritene w»ron, Con- 
BtantJnuB on ]>iBum tacne Su ofercyniBt ] ofer-swi^Sest ealle ^ine 
fiond; he awoo >a bli{>elice for fiere fsegeran gesih^e. ] for fwere 
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4 DISCOVERT OF THE SACRSD CBOBS. 

and he marked on his head and on his bfinner the sign of the holy 
rood in honour to God. Then immediately on the morrow the EJUBer 
commanded to be made a golden rood of the same form that he had 
seen bo gloriouBlf shining in the heavens, and he commanded it to be 
borne before him against the heathen. As soon aa they looked upon 
the sign of the holy rood they immediately became terrified and tamed 
to flight; and Coustantine the great Kaiaer had the victory, and his 
army slew the heathen, and some moreover were drowned in the river. 
On this day the Almighty God gave great victory to the noble King 
Constantme, through the great might of the illuatrious cross of Christ. 
After that the great Kaiser agun returned home to his own city. 
Then he commanded to be summoned befiHre him all the etdeie aud 
scribes of the Jewish folk, and asked them whose token, that might 
be which he had seen shining so gloriously ia the heavens. They 
then replied, "It is the great and the glorious heavenly token upon 
which the Son of the living God has suffered." When those that 
were Christians heard of this, then came they forthwith to the noble 
Kaiser Constantine, and with very joyfiil mood preached to him con- 
cerning the Holy Trinity, and the holy advent of the begotten Son 
of God, in what wise he was bom of the human body of the holy 
woman Saint Mary; and they told him of the sufferings which our 
Sariour suffered on the cross, for the salvation imd redemption of 
mankind, and how our Lord was buried in the tomb, and on the third 
day rose immortal from the dead ; aud harrowed hell, and bound the 
old devil ; and afterwards ascended to heaven and prepared a way of 
return for those who shall merit it. When this was told to the noble 
Kaiser Coustantine, then bectune he very joyfiil in mood, and sent his 
mother Helena with a great army to the city of Borne to the bishop, 
and bade them earnestly beseech him that he would come and baptize 
him. Then immediately the bishop .thanked God for this, and baptized 
the King in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
and firmly strengthened him in the trae faith. And he then br^e 
in pieces aud destroyed all the idols, aud consecrated churches there, 
and appointed all ecclesiastical orders according to the ordinances (of the 
Church). After that the great Kaiser Constantine was confirmed in the 
true fmth, then b^an he to learn the divine lore and to read the 
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P£bM HALOAN EODE OEUiTNES. 5 

nueran behatenan sige. ] mearcode bim on heafde h&lig rode tacen. 
] on liis gu^bnau gode to wui^mynte; Da Bone on mergen 
bet BO kasere constanttQUS gewTrcan ane gyldene rode on ]Mere 
ilcan gelicuesBe. )*e be on heofenum awa mcerlice Bcinende geseab. 
] beo beforan him beran bet ongean* ]f& hm^nan. Sona awa bio * D*"!!-] 
on f balige rode taken beieagon. y& wurdon bio sona afyrbte. -j 
to fleams gehwyrfde. ] constantinns Be miere kaaere )>a sige b^fde. CamtuUna 
■J bis fyrd )f& bfe)«Dan ofslob f ^ bi eac sume on )>sere ea wurdon (fnugh iha 
adrteucte ; on {lisuin d^e se (ebnilitiga god aealde mycelne sige 
)>am nueran kininge couBtantine. (lurb f mycele meegen |ieere meere 
ChrielBB rode, ^fter ]>am |)e se nuere kasere eft bam gewfende to 
Ub ageure byrig into rome. )>a bet be Mm to gelangian ealle )>a ue comiiti 
ealdormten. ] ^ boceraa )>ies iudeiscan folces. ^ acsode biom bwtes abom the 
tacen f bion oubte )<e be on Jtere beofenan ewa nuerlice Bcicende 
geseab. Hio )>a cwfedon bit is f mycele j f mnre beofenlice 
tacen. |>e fws lifigendan godes sunu on Jirowode. Da f geacsodon 
J>e )>er cristene weron. ]>a coman bio brtedlice to %am mieran 
kasere constantine. ] swi^ bli|nim mode bim bodedon y& balgan 
Jtryneaae. ] be \>am balgan tocyme. ytee acsennedan godes sunn, on 
hwylce wisan be 'skinned wiere |)urb mcenniscne licbaman of • [Imiii, 
{>oere balgan ffemnan sanefa marian. "J tealdou bim Jia )>rowunga )ie 
ure bielend on )>tere rode Srowode. for monkynnes bcelo. ] alesed- 
nease. j bu ure dribten on byrgenne wtes bebyriged. ] on ^am 
*riddan dtege nndeaflice of dea¥e aras. ■} belle gebergode. ■} ^one 
ealdan diofol geband. ] 8eoJ>J>en to heofenum astab. ^ J>ider weg 
gerymde )>am }« f geeamian willa^. Da )>is )>ftm nueran kasere 
constantine geteald wses. l>a weariS be swi^ bli*e on mode. ] 
asiende |)a bis moder elenan mid myclum werode to rome byrig to 
¥am* biscope.] bine giomlice biddan bet f be rcedlice him tocome i ms. Ki. 
' ] bine geAillade; ]ia sona ee blscop ])ae8 gode jiancode. "j bine conManUneii 
gefiillode on fbder namau. ] Bunu 3 on )ices balgan gaateB. ^ bine 
fiestlice trymede. to yam ribtan gelea&u. ] be )« ealle hiora 
diofol-getd tobrieo. ] towearp. ] bim ]>er larican gelialgode ] ealle 
ciriclice bades geBette be tendebyrdnease. Da sioWSen se msera 
kasere constantinus *wies getrymed mid ribtan geleafan. He *[ie&fia] 
)ia liomian ongan )ia godcandan lare. ■} )ia balgan cristes beo 
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6 DI8C0VBEY OF THE SACRED CEOSS. 

holy books of Christ. When he had learned in the holy books in 
which place our Lord was anhasged on the cross, then sent he his 
mother the holy woman Helena with a lai^ army to the great 
dty Jenisalem, that she might enquire there conceming the holy 
cross ; and he bade her that she should build churches in that same 
place where she, through God's aseistance, might find the holy cross. 
The blessed queen Helena then put her trust firmly in Qod Almighty 
and departed. When she entered into the great city of Jerusalem, then 
bade she to be assembled before her all the Jewish folk. When the^ 
came before her then spake she unto them, thus saying : " I know, 
havii^ learnt iu your prophetical books, that you were frova the first 
chosen by Christ himself; and ye know how our Lord wrought divine 
miracles — many blind he caused to see, and to the deaf he gave hearing, 
and drove out devils from demoniacs, and cleansed the lepers, and 
raised the dead to life, and healed many and divers diseases ; and your 
elders through the devil's lore doomed the Redeemer, the Almighty 
Lord, deliverer of the earth, to death, and hanged him on the cross ; 
and he on the third day arose from tlie dead And your hearts are 
yet hardened so that ye may not understand nor acknowledge the true 
Creator of the earth, the Saviour and Bedeemer ; but the curse still 
aibideth ovw you, which your elders themselveB asked for in the passion 
of onr Lord, when they said, 'His blood and the vengeance of bis 
blood be upon us and upon our children.' But choose ye now the 
wisest men of your kin so that they may rightly answer that which 
I shall ask them." And they then in great fear went out, and earnestly 
considered what the question should be. And then they chose a thou- 
sand of the best of the learned Jewish men and brought them before the 
holy queen. Then spake the holy queen Helena : " Take heed now to my 
words. Behold I have ye not learned in your proj^etioal books concerning . 
the advent of the begotten Son of God, and how our Saviour was 
hailed on the cross as his own will was. So ye yourselves have 
learnt all these things and know them, and yet will not now understand 
what I wish to enquire of you." They answered and said, " Tell us, lady, 
wherefore thou spakeet so sternly to usV And she answered and 
said, " Go out and choose you of these the men who are best learned 
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MrE UALOAN ItODE GKUETKES. 7 

r^edau ; )>a lie geliorned htefde on ])am halgau bocum. on hvyl- 

cere stowe ure drihten oa rode aliangen woes! fia seende be .his 

moder )>a httlgau fcemnan elenan mid myclum werode to jiare Beknsgos 

wiildoi-fiillan byrig bierusalem. to \»m f hio fiier ofasian acolde *" "'*'' •>» 

1« halgan rode. 3 he hire behead f hio scolde on ])«re ilcan stowe 

cirican getitnbrian |)ier bio |iurh godes fultum ya. halgan rode 

gefindan mihte; 8eo eadige cwen elena {>a fostlice hire hiht 

gesette on gode telmihtigum. ] toferde; pa hio ineode on ^& 

wuldorfullan byrig ierujal^m. |ia het hi hiore togesammian eall sub coibuIib 

f iudeisce folc ; ])a ]•& hi comau beforan hire. Ka sprtec hio hiom 

to. 3 [lUB cwwS ; Ic wat ] geliomod btehhe on eower witegung- 

bocum f ge wseron fram frym^e gecorene fram criste selfum, 3 

ge witan ha ure drihten godcuntie iruldre geworbte. Tela bliada 

fae onlibte. 3 deafum * hearcnunge forgeaf. 3 deofla beof mannutn * Uaai 12, 

adrtefde. ] reofli[c]e be geclfenBoda -j deade be to life arterde. 

] nuenige miatlice untrumnessa he gebelde. ^ eowre eldran |ione 

telmihtigan drihten middaneardes aleeend ^urb diofles lare to 

dea%e gedemdon. 3 on rode aheugon ; ] be on |«m %riddan dtege 

of dea^ aras '. 3 get eowre beortan aheardode siondon ^ ge ne 

magon ongeton ne oucnawan jraene Bo]>fnstan Bcyppend middan- 

eardes bieleud; [3 aleeend; ac] seo awyrgednes^ ofer eowwunaS. 'intbaHB. 

[>e eower yldran abtedon sylfe on ^tera, |>rowunga urea drihtnea. )ia 

bio cwfedon aio his blod -j bis blodes wriec. ofer ub, •} ofer are 

beam; Ac geceosa^ eow na jia wisestan meen of eowre nueg^e 

to t>a?w f bio me rihtlice ]wyrdan m^on fues ic hiom axian TiiBjaoxra 

wille ; ;| hio ^& mid myclum ege uteodon. 3 giomlice ^btan 

hwffit seo acBUUg beon scolde. ] hio ]» gecuron )iuaend )>ara betst AtiiDuwndor 

gelteredra iudeiscra manna. ] \a toforan Jiare halgan cwene ^^^'"' 

gelseddon. Da spnec seo balige cwen elena. undemimaS no "*'*'*■ 

mine word, la hu ne lior*nodon ge on eowruiro witegung-bocnm • [kaiia.) 

be yam tocyme |)ces ancsennedan godes sunn. ^ ure hnlend 

ahangen wtes on rode swa his agen willa wies. swa ge selfe ealle 

Jia Jiinc witan 3 cunnan. 3 nu get ge ongytan nella* jxea ic eow 

acsian wille ; Hi andswarodon hire. 3 cw^on ; sege us bliefdige. 

for hwi (m ub t)U8 6ti]>Iice word tosprece ; Hi ]8warode ■} cw(e*. 

ga* ut ■) gcceosa^ eow of Jiisuwi ]i& weras )je betat gelwrede 
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8 DISCOVERY OF THE SACBBD CROSS. 

that they may ebow me this A&j all the things which I shall ask of 
them." Then they with great dread went out from the queen, and 
discuBsed among themselrea and anxiously considered what the question 
might be. Then spake there one called Judas, "I know indeed what 
the question will be : it is about the holy cross on which our eldera 
hanged tbe Nazarene Saviour. If this queen will ask about this, then 
consider whether ye will declare it unto her, for we know assuredly 
that afterwards all the ordinancea of our elders shall be destroyed." 
He said then again, " Zaccheus, my old-father (grand&ther), said to 
my fatber, and my &ther to me, thus saying, ' My dearest child, when 
there shall be an enquiry concerning the holy cross, on which our 
elders banged the Saviour Christ, then take heed that thou reveal it 
ere thou be quelled to death, for never any loi^r shall the Jewish folk 
have sovereignty, but the kingdom shall belong to those who believe in 
the Almighty Qod, because that he is truly tbe Son of the living God.' 
Then answered I my father and said, 'My &tber, if our elders knew 
that be was the Son of tbe living God, wherefore did they hwig him 
on the roodV Then said my &tber to me, 'Juda, my dearest son, I 
was never of their mind, nor aided tbem in their counsels, but I ever 
spake most strongly ag^nst their speech (counsel), because I always 
believed on the holy and marvellous name of the Son of the living 
God, whom oiv elders hanged for envy, and for wrath doomed him 
to death, and hanged him on the cross ; and be was laid in tbe tomb, 
and on the third day, of a truth, arose from the dead ; and after his 
miraonilons resurrection he appeared to bis beloved apostles ; and thy 
brother Stephen firmly believed in him, and therefore the Pharisees and 
Sadducees then doomed him to death and with stones beat him (to 
death). Then said he, " My Lord, impute thou not these sins unto 
them, which they work upon me." ' Then said my father agun unto 
me, ' I advise thee, my dear son, that thou continually and firmly 
believe on Christ, the Son of tbe living God. Then sbalt tbou have life 
with bim ever in eternity.' These things my father Simon said to me, 
as I have now said them unto you. Take thought now whether ye will 
declare it unto her if she will ask you about it" They answered 
and said, "We never before heard these words nor these things 
which thou now sayeat unto us. If this queen shall ask about these 



oy Google 
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bion. f hio me on Josum dsege ealle )>a Jjtnc gecyfian magan |>e 

ic heom ocsiau wille. Hio ]« mid mjcelum ^e nteodou {ram 

|)£era cwena. ] heom betwionan geflit heefdon. ■] geomlice ))olitan 

hwiet s«o axuDg beon tnibte; (la spnec [xer an iudas wses ge- jnduAjt 

haten. Ic wat 8o)>lice hwxt fieos axung blon wile, ymbe yas immiofiiia 

halgan rode {>e nre yldran |>one nazareniscan hielend on ahengon. 

Gif ))eo8 cwen Jiises axian wille. }ionne behealdan ge hwtejwr ge 

hit hire gecy|)an willen. for |)an we witan Bo)ilice f eio^Sen 

ealle ure yldrena gesetneese toworpene bioji; he cwi^ }« eft 

ZacheuB min ealde feeder ecede minum fteder. '] min feeder *atede * [i»ri3, 

me 5 cwfB^ to me. min bearn f liofesta (lofi eeo axnng gewiir|)e Hto ' 

ymbe pa halgan rode, pe ure yldran hielend crist on ahengon. zacoifm had 

l>on wama |m ])e f ))u hio ky^e, ser Jjam. ]>u to dea^ gecwylmed bftmathm. 

wur|>e. for|)am nesfre ma iudeiBC folc Uenc ne rixa¥. Ac )ion bi|> 

pfera manna rice )>e gelefa% on |ione lelmihtigan god. for fa/m pe 

he is soJJice ])(ea lifigendan godes sunu ; }ia jswarode tc mimiwi 

fteder -} CW(^. feeder min gif ure yldran wysten f he wses criat 

pfes Hfigendan godes sunn for bwi ahengon hi bine on rode ; )ia 

cwirS min fseder to me. luda min beam f leofesta nies ic ntefre 

on heore gejieahte. ne heom let pEere Bprcece ne gefultumede. 

Ac ic eefre swijior ongeau hio spreec. forjioQ )>6 ic ongeat simble 

his )>one halgan ] wundorlican naman pccB lifigendan godea 

Buau. )fSBae ure yldran for andan ahengon. 3 for graman to 

dea^e gedemdon. ■j bine on rode ahengon. ] he wfes on byrgene 

gelegd. ]on ])am priddan dssge aoplice of dea^earaa. *■) ffifterhia *[ie»fi4.] 

wuldoriiillan eriste he bine letewede bis gecorenum liominc- 

cnihtum, 3 )>in brofier eteffanMs faistlice on bine gelefde. ^ fia for- siepiion Um 

pam ))a fariBeiacan ] aundorhalgan hine to deaKe fordemdon. ] S"^'"' 

bine mid stanen oftorfedon. Jja cwt^ be min dribten ne wit pu 

beom Jiaa synna f>e hi on me wyrca^ )>a cwte* min fieder eft to 

me ic loere ]te min liofa beam f |iu aureedlice ] feeatlice gelyfe 

on eriat ]>iea lifigendan godea aunu. pon biefst pu lif mid hint a 

on ecnesse. pas jiinc me atede min fseder aymon. awa ic eow nu 

gesied bsebbe. JitencaS ge nu hwjefier'ge hit hire cy(>an willaS gif »Ma.tiw«>ar. 

hio eow piaes avian wille. Hi andswarodon j cwiedon. Ne ge- 

herde we nsfre eer Jiaa word ne pas pine pe pu nu segat. Gif peoa 
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10- DIBCOVERY OP THE SACRED CROSS. 

things then take he«d to tliyself that thon never diaclose it unto 
her. We know it not nor are able (to know)." Wlien they were 
thua speaking among themselves, then called them thither the queen's 
soldiers and commanded that they should quickly come before the 
great queen. When they stood before her, then said ebe unto them, 
" Of a truth I say that I will bum you all with fire except ye 
reveal to me truly the holy cross of Christ." Then became they 
immediately mucli terrified, and presented to her then the one who 
waa called Judas, and sud to her, " Lady, this (man) is true, and he 
is the most skilful and learned of ne, and be b able to show thee 
all the things which thou askest of us." The queen let them all go, 
and took Judas alone and said to him, " Now is thy life or death 
in thine own power ; choose now whichsoever thou wilt," Judas 
then answered and siiid, " If any man be hard pressed with hunger, 
and one lay before him stones and loaves, will he ever be so foolish 
as to eat the stones and to leave the bread 1" Then answered him 
the great queen Helena, "If thou wilt live in heaven or on earth, 
then show me where the holy cross of Christ is preserved." Judaa 
answered her and said, " I know not nor can, because it was done more 
than a hundred years ago, and I am young, aud do not remember it." 
The great queen Helena answered hio), " I have read in the holy 
books of Christ that the place is called Calvary — in which our Lord's 
cross is preserved. But make known to me where the place is, or I will 
command thee to be put to death by hunger." Then Judas again answered 
her and said, " I know not the place (nor can I), for I was not bom 
then." Then commanded the queen Helena that they should take him 
and put him in a deep pit without meat or drink, and then dwelt he 
there seven days and seven nights ; and then on the seventh day 
Judas called up from the pit and thus said, "I entreat and conjure 
you to take me out of this pit, and I will show you the holy cross 
of Christ" When he was out of the pit then went he to the place 
iu which our Lord was hauged. When he came thither then he stretched 
out his arms and prayed to Christ, and thus said, "My Lord and 
Saviour Christ, thou who createdst heaven and earth and sea and 
all creatures which are therein, I entreat thee for thy great mercy 
that thou reveal to us thy holy cross, uiion which thou sufieredst 
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JJSRB HALOA» EODE OEHSTHES. 11 

cwen [liaes axian wille {Ktnne wama ^u |>e ^ ]>ii hit hire neefre ne 

crSe. We hit nyten ne ne cunnen. Da Mo bug hicm betweonan HnJem 

know Dotliliig 

Bpnecen. ^ cliopodan [nre cwene ctempan ^ider. ;} hio hetan f otou cnm. 
hio rtedlice coman (ofonin )>are mtere cwenan. |ia hio beforan 

*bire etodan. ^ cwte6 hio hiom to. SoVlice ic aei^ f ic eow •ci*aii, 

ealle on fyre hate forbRman. bnton ge me aojilice gecyfian )>a H^eai 

halgan cristes rode. Hi wffiron t>a sona Bwi^ afyrhte gewor- inm them la 

den. 1 sealdon hire ba tenne be indae wns eebateu. i hire to ihemveii 

■" ' ' o J theCnufc 

cwoedon. Hlsefdige ]>e8 is Bo)ifieBt 'j he ia gleaweat nre gelEered ■} 
he mteg ye eaile J>a \imc gecy)>an )>e I>u ua acsoat Seo cwen for- juds. n 
let ]>a hi ealle ^ nam iudan enne. ■} him tocwc^ Nu b on 
jiinum ageniim geweatde ge yin lif ge )iin deaX. geceos nu ewa 
hwaajier awa |iu wille; he ]swarode indas ]>a hire. ] cwo:^. Qif 
hwylc man si hearde ofhingred. ^ man him lei^ toforau 
Btanas ■} hlafaa. hwa ia lefre swa dysig. f wille etan [la stanaa ] 
Intan ]« hlafaa. Him \i& tocwt^ seo nuera cwen elena gif \ai 
wille libban on heofenum (f&6c on eorfian. )Kin cy]) )>u me. 
hwEer aio halige rode cristea gehealden sy; ludas hire ]swarode 
•J cwe^. Ic nat hit. ne ne can. for]>an hit wees gedon mare ^nne Banfun 
for hundtiontignm gKrum. ] ic eom iung 3 f ne gemau. him and- cnm. 
wyrde seo nuera cwen. elena, Ic hrobbe ger«ad on t>am halgum 
crietes bocnm f aeo stow hatte * caluarie locum )>e ure luelendea * iiuf it.] 
rod on gehealden ie. Ac gecy)> me hwser no atow oy. vSSe ic 
mid hnngre hate [« acwellan; Hire ^jawarode ^ iudaa eft. ] 
cw<^. Ne ic ^ atowe ne can ne ic ya, gyt gehoren ntea ; {>a be- 
head aeo cwen elena f hiae man name. "} eette on lenne diopne 
Bee!6 bnton lete 3 buton wEcte. 1 )» wnnode he |>ter aeofan dagas BtUai 
■J aeofan nibt. :) |)a on ]iam Beofo%an diege [%a] diopode iudaa up 
of Sam aea%e. ] Jina cwib*. Ic eow bidde ] halaige f ge me of 
(liBum Bee.ye upateon. ] ic eow getteoe (>a halgan criatea rode ; Da "' *""^^ 
he of ¥am sea%e wses. |ia for be to jiare atowe [« ure bnlend on y^*""^ 
idiai^n wiea. )« he %ider com. )ia ajienede he hia handa. 3 to <^'■^■ 
criate gebsed. ] Sua cw(£%. Min drihten luelend crist pn '|ie 
geacope heofenas ] eor|<an ] ete ] ealle geecsefta J>e on Jiam won- 
don. Ku bidde ic jie dribten for )>inre mycelan mildheortneue. 
f \n etywie ua (line )ia halgan rode, |>e t^ on {irowodeBt 
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12 DISCOVERY OF THS 9ACBED CB08B. 

(death) and redeemed mankind, cauae to aacend &om that place the 
sveetest smell of all precious perfumes, that I may Grml]' believe on 
thee, thou that art King of all kings, thou that livest and reignest 
ever in eternity." When Judas hod finished this divine prayer, then 
immediately all the place quaked, and there arose from that place the 
sweetest smell of all the moat precious perfumes. Then forthwith Judaa 
marvelled greatly and thus said, "I say of a truth that the Son of 
the living Qod ia the Saviour and Redeemer of all mankind that will 
believe in him. I now entreat and coi^ure thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, 
that thou blot out my sin, that I may be in the number (of the elect) 
with my brother Stephen, of whom many good deeds are written (in the 
book) among the miracles of the apostles." When he had said these 
words then he took a spade and delved the earth. When he had delved 
twenty feet in the earth then found he three roods; and forthwith 
then he was very joyful. He took the three roods and bore them to 
the great city of JeroBalem before the great queen Helena. She then eaid 
to Judas, " Tell me on which of these roods our Lord was anhanged. 
I know that two of them are those of the two male&ctors who were 
hanging on each side of him." Then Judas knew not what to say unto 
her, but took the three roods and set them in the midst of the great 
city of Jerosalem, and there awaited the glory (manifestation) of the Lord. 
Then it came to pass this day at noon that they brou^t in a young 
man that was dead. Then was Judas very glad of this, and said to the 
great queen Helena, " Lady, now may ye perceive the might of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." Thereupon Judas bade them set down the corpse, and he 
then took one of the roods and ieid it upon the dead body, and then 
prayed very earnestly to Qod Almighty for his name and for his great 
mercy (and he also bad all the people to pray) that God Almighty 
would show, through his great might, which cross it was that he himself 
was hanged upon for the solvation of mankind. The body lay still 
as dead as it was before. He then took the second rood, but it was 
all the same. So he took the third, and then forthwith the man arose 
alive and wbol^ and blessed the name of the Lord. And all those 
who were there blessed, praised, and minified the name of the Lord. 
Then was the malicious devil of hell stirred up with anger and with 
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■J mancjn alesdeet. ] do ^ Jxer astige upp of fsere stowe se JuiuoBiai 

swetesta etfenc eaira diorwar|>ra vyrt-geiiiauga. f ic )>otuie fieat- 

lice on ]ie gelefe. f {ni e&rt *ealnt kyninga kjning. )iii %e liofoet. • [loiis, 

3 rixast a on ecnesse. )>a iudas )>i9 godcunde gebed geiyiled 

luefde. Jia sona biofode eal aeo stow '] ^r astah up of Sffire atowe 

Be sweteeta staenc. ealra diorwur^eeta vjrt^emanga. )>[i eona 

iudas $»B myolum wundrode. ^ |iua cwis6. Ic 8o)>lice aecge ^ ae 

aucienneda godea aunu ia helend. ■} nergend. eallea maucynnea. 

)re on hine gelyfiui vyllaS. Ic ]>e nu bidde ] halaiga min dribten 

hselend crist. f ya adilegie mine synna f ic mote bion on |»em 

geiimtele mid minum brojier atefiane )>e fiola goddra dnda aiond 

be hifft awritene. gemang Jmra apiwfola wundor-gewurcum ; [« 

iudaa |)aa word gecweden hnfde. )ia genam be ane apada. ] dealf Tbe; d<i up 

(>a eor|ian. )ia he biefde gedolfea twentig fota od ^lere eoT%an. udflnduin* 

]>a fand he )>rio roda. fa w»8 he aona ewijie blif«. Oenam ]« ^ 

{>ria rodan. ■} bser bio to |Mere wuldorfiillaa byrig. ierusalem. to- 

foran (lare mtere cwene elenan. Hio cwieV *a to iudan *BegB •[to«tMO 

me on h^lc }iiofise roda ure htelend ahangen wtere. Ic wat 

f |)a twa aiondon |>ara twegra aca%ena ye on twam bealfeon 

bia bang^ende wteron. ^ nyate indas hire f to secgenne. Ac 

genam ^ Sa Jirio roda j gesette heo onmiddan Jisere wuldor- n»w •»** 

Mian byrig ieru«al«m. ] ]ner gebad dribtnes waldrea pa hit i«»i«i- 

WKs set none |MeB di^;es. |)a \mr man lenne geongne cnibt for%- 

feredue. Da wne indae {wea awi)« bli|>e. ■} cvifS. to jimro nueran 

cwene elenan. Hkefdige no ge magon oncnawan ]» mihte nres 

drihtnes helendee criateci ; bwet Iudaa het ^ settan ^ lie ^ 

genam )ia Jia ane rode -j legde iippe {lam deadan bied )>a swi^ 

giome god almihtigne for bia naman ] for bis mnran mild- 

heortneaae, •} call f folc ealawa biddan het. ^ god selmihti 

Bcolde geswnteligan )>urb his mieran mihte bwylc eio rod mere. 

|>e be aelf on ahangen vsea for numcynnea bselo. Se lichama Thatn 

b^ fiwa foHS dead swa be kt wsea. He genam )ia o)ire. )>a ■■:r m 

wtea bit eal f ilce. pa genam he *]« }iriddan. ya aras se ^^fV '' 

cuiht Bona libbende ] geauud ^ dribtnee naman bletaode. ] ealle 

]» ye yttT wteron bletaodon -j heredon -j nueraodon drihtnea 

nanuto. pa was ae nijifiilla diofol on belle mid eorre -j mid 
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14 DIBCOVBET OF THB BACEED CB0S8. 

hot-heartedneB3, and ke therewith loudly roared and thns said, "Lol 
what man is tliis that bath now betrayed me 1 O thou Nazareae JesuB ! 
throngh thy passion thou hast regained to thyaelf all the bouIb that 
I formerly by myaelf had betrayed. thou Judas ! what is this that 
thou hast now done to me f Erewhile I, through one Judas, the be- 
trayer of Christ, was honoured, (md I drew much people to hell, but 
through this Judaa I am degraded." Then Judas became filled with the 
Holy QhoBt and thus spake, " May the Saviour who Uveth and reigueth 
sink thee into the deep abyss of hell!" Forthwith was the devil no 
longer anywhere to be seen or heard. When the blessed queen Helena 
heard this, she marrelled much at the great f&lth which Judas had 
in God, and she commanded that the cross should be worked up with 
gold and with silver and with precious stones (gems), and that churches 
should be built in that same place in which the holy rood waB found, as 
her son Coustantine had previously ordered. And Judas was then bap- 
tized by the dty bishop (metropolitan), and the bishop changed Judas' 
name and after he was baptized called him Quiriacus. And he afterwards 
flourished so greatly that, after the death of the bishop, he was elected 
and consecrated a bishop. Then b^an Helena to enquire very earnestly 
concerning the nails which had been driven throngh the hands and 
feet of our Saviour. She commanded them to bring to her the holy 
bishop Quiriacus, who was formerly called Judas, and said to him, " I 
bid and cotgure thee that thou make a search for the nails with which 
oar Saviour was fastened to the cross." And forthwith the holy bishop, 
with his mBss-priests and with his deacons and with the believing folk, 
departed thither to the place called Calvary, and bore with him the 
holy rood. When they came to the place, then he raised his eyes up 
to heaven and secretly beat on his breast and thus said, " My Iiord 
Jeaus Christ, I pray and beseech thee for thy great and exalted mercy 
that thou show me the nails with which thy holy body was fastened 
to the cross." When he had spoken these words, all the people said 
"Amen." And there came up a great light from the place in which 
the holy rood was discovered, and there appeared the nails shining 
and glistening in the earth like the purest gold. All those who were 
there spake and thus said, "Now may we know and understand of 
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hatlieortoesse astyred. ] he |)a swijje lilude ryinde ] })U9 cwteS. satan* 
Kwffit is la nu f me beswtcen hffif%. Eala |>u nazareniace 
hffilend ]iTirh pme ]>rowunga |)e |iu getuge to |>e ealle )ia sawla 
[« ic eer Jiurh me beBwican haefde. Eala ])U tadas hwtet is |)is 
f |iu me nu gedon htefst. jEr ic f>urii Jwne iudas ciistes 
belfewcud wees gewur)K>d ] ic mycel folces to belle getcah 
Hu ic [lurh Jttane iudaa earn fram aworpen. Iudas wear¥ Jta 
gefylled mid yam halgau gaate ] pus cwc^. Se htelend )ie 
liofa^ ] rixa% )>e beeence on ]>one diopan belle grand. Sona 
Jia uses se diofol Jxer nahwter gesewen ne gebered. Da bio l>is 
geberde seo eadige cwen elena. Jia wnndrode bio swi]>e ))8es 
mjcelan geleafan ^ iudas. to gode bsefde. -] bio )>a balgan criatea The cnm ii 
rode bewyrcan bet mid golde ] mid seolfre. ] mid diorwurjium ormmBniBd 
gimmum. 3 eirican bet getlmbrian 'on |«ere ilcan atowe (« eeo * [leaf 17.] 
rod on afiinden wsea. Swa bire sunu conatantinus eer beboden 
bcefde; ] iudas ]f& fiillubt underfeng set ))am burb-biscope. ] jiHtuti 
ec biscop iudas naman aweende. ] bine bet quiriacum sio%%en 
be gefutlad wtea. ] he )ia seo)>)ieu mierlice gefieab. f tefter ytea 
biscopes foHSsi^ he weaHS to biscope gecoren, ] gehalgod. 
Da ODgan aancfa elena Bwi%e gioriilice asian |)a nieglaa )ie ures 
bselendes banda "] his fet jiutb adrifene weeron. Hio bet biore tiatm 
togefeccan }ione balgan biscop cwiriacnm. ))e ter wees iudas uisntiisof 
gebaten. ] him to cwib^. Ic )« bidde ] balaige f (in ofaxie 
ya nnglas )>e ure btelend on (ifere rode mid gcffestned wtea. *] be 
sona se balga biscop mid hia meesseprestum -j mid bis diaconum. 
] mid Jiam geleaffulluwi folce J>ider for. to JiBere stowe caluarie 
locnm. ] mid bim beran bet y& balgan rode ; ]>a bio to Jjiere 
stowe coman ))a ahof he his eagan up to beofenum. ■} digellice 
on bis briost beot. ] )>ub cv/eeS. Min dribten btelend crist. 
Ic ye bidde 3 balaige for ]>inre mycelan 5 nise*ran mildbeort^ ^tY'^' 
nesae. f )iu me gecy^ie )ia ncegelaa }ie yia balige licbama on 
(lecra rode mid afteatned wies ; )>a be Jias word gecweden beefde. 
fa cwteS eal f fole amen. 3 (iser com naycel leoht up of fiEere 
stoire ye seo balige rode on afinden wiea. ] |>ter tetywedoit Jia Jndu 
nseglas. •} on |)are eor{>an scinan -j blican swa f aeloste gold ; o^in. 
ealle ytt )>e )iEBr weeron. spreecoa ^ )ms cwtedoa. Nu we magon 
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16 DISCOVERY OF TEB SACKED CItOSS. 

a trath that the (only) begotten Son of Qod is the Saviour and Redeemer 
of all mankind that believe in htm. And then the holy bishop St. 
Cyriacus, with great joy and gladueBB, took the nails and brought them 
to the worshipful queen Helena ; and forthwith she bowed her knees and 
inclined her head to the earth, and inwardly she prayed to tbe nails, and 
earnestly began to consider to what purpose she ought best employ the 
nails. Then came there a voice from heaven and said, "Take the ntuls, 
Helena, and command them to be foi|^d on thy son the Emperor Con- 
stantine's bridle, then shall he obtain victory and peace in every battle." 
And then she did as was bidden her throagh the Holy Qbost, and she then 
gave many gifts to the bishop Quiriacus. And the holy bishop had so 
many gifts from Qod that he through his divine prayers healed many 
divers diseases. And the biased queen Helena again retni-ned to the oil; 
of Rome, and made known all these things to the great Etuser Constantine, 
and she bade all her folk that they should ever keep this day, on which 
Christ's holy rood was found, in great honour. The Jews had taken 
Christ's holy rood, through the devil's lore, and had hidden it under the 
earth one hundred and thirty-three years, but the merciful Lord would 
not permit that tbe cross on which he himself had willingly suffered 
and redeemed all mankind should be any longer concealed, but that it 
should be gloriously manifested, as we have before told you, on this day, 
for his praise and -honour, and for onr heal and preservation fixim all 
the devil's temptations. It is meet that we ever honour this day with 
church-going and with alms-deeds and with holy prayers, so that we 
may so sanctify ourselves through the holy rood of Christ that we may 
escape all assaults of devils in this life and their fellowship in the future 
life. And may onr Lord, who suffered on the holy rood, so help us 
that we may observe what our Lord's will is, and what is needful for 
ourselves ; and ever let there be thanks to him because he suffered for 
UB, and to him ever be praise and honour for all his goodness which he 
hath shown to mankind, for ever and ever to all eternity. Amen. 
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oncuEivan ^ ongeton Bo)ilice. ^ se acteuneda godes Bona, ifl 

htelend. ■} lyeend ealles mancynnes. [le on hine gele&S > ^ ^^ 

^ se biBCOp BoncfuB cwiriacus mid mycelre blisae ] mid gefean. 

genawi ba nteglas i hio brolite to bare arwurban cwene eleuan. stQuMno 

] heo Bona beore cneowe gebyg Je. -j hire heafod ahelde to {itero *« Hei«n», 

eor)>an. 3 inweardlice hio gebted to )iam ns^Ian. -j giomlice 

))(eQcau ongan. bn bio ymbe ^ naegias betst gedon mibte. Da 

com stcefn of beofenum. i ewc^ Nim baa nieirlas elena. i beo ToicobideiiM 

' I ^ ■'to lorga tham 

besmi|)ian hat on fines Buna bridle constantlnuH Jxes caserea. JS^""' 
peenne gefierS he Bige, -j sibbe on {egbwylcum *gefeohte, ] heo )ia [im* is.j 
Bwa djde awa hire beboden wsea, )>urb (tone balgan gast. ] hio 
)ia gifede mycele |>inc ^m biscope cwiriace ;] se hatga biBCop 
Bwa mycele gife beefde fet gode. f be |>nrb bie godcunda gebeda 
nueuigc mietlice nntnmmeHaa gebselde ; 1 beo \in seo eadige cwen 
elena eft ongean for to rome byrig. ] ealle ]ias fine yam nueran Helen 
kasere conetantine gecydde. ] beo budon fa eallum \ram folce. Rame.and 
f heo symble fysne dseg mid mycelre arwurfnease healdan "«" 
Bcoldon. )ie aeo balige criatea rode on afiinden wtsB ; fa indeas Iiviini. 
naman fa balgan crietee rode f urh diofleB lare. ] bio behyddon aii foik wo* 
under eor^an. an bund geara ] fri ] frittig geara; fa nolde se hanour tiis 
mildbeorta dribten gefafigen fe on hire aelf willes frowode. 1 on ohiditha 
fom rode tacne eall mancyn alyade. f heo bebyd aheac wtere. fOuud. 
ac heo wuldorfulHoe geswutelode eal swa we »r beforan eow 
rteddon. on fiaum halgan dsgef him selfum to lofe •) to wuf$- 
ntynte. 3 us to biele. *■] [gjescyldnesae wif ealle diofles costnnnga *[L«ris, 
OB gedafenaS ■f we fiane dseg. simble wurfian mid ciric-aocnum. 
■] mid elmeadEednm. -j mid halgum gebednm. f we furh fa Lnnibiw 
halgan criatea rode ua gebletaian moton. t we ealle diofla on thrmiittho 

. ^ CrosfronuU 

fiBum life. ] on faw» toweardan hynfa. ] midwununga for- jiiMofUio 
bngan magon. ■} motau; we dribten fe on feere balgan rode 
frowode ub gefultumige f we hit Bwa to healdan moton awa tires 
drihtneB willa ai. '] us s[e]lfum fearflic si. si him simble fane 
fees fe he for ub frowode ] si him simble lof ] wuldor ealre' hia 5^^??* 
godnesaa. fe he mancynne geoyd tuef%. a on eaire wurulda Sm't^'' 
vuruld a on ecnease. AMEN. *"* '™- 
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n. 

pK HOLY BODE*. 
[Aalun. MB. Bodloiui Ub. <8.] 

mi'**'' P* ^^^ ™^^ 1* o^f^^ t**' ■ "J* "8 to habbe in mnnde 

?^ pat ha(i from stronge def ibrojt to lyuef al mankunde 

K'!JJ,_ pom* a' tre' we* were uent uorloro* ! and nerat ibrojt 

^""J*' to grounde 

l^SSV ^wrf I«™ a t" «*>!« *« '?"«' >l>«>3t" »I>erod be Jnilke 4 

'^ stounde 

Al [hjlt com of one more ! ^ oiu to de^ brojte* 

• ■h"^'*' -^"'^ )^^ "^"^ brojte* to l^ne ajen'f ^ru^' ihenM }>at ona 

» iway*. bojte'* 

ScnittS** ^ J* appeltre" ["ot our uerete" faderi fen'* la]>0f' ^)pel 

» J*- nom 

^ idi woih In ^ maners ]»t ichulle'* jou" telle t [« swete rode com t 

" mu. P** adam our^' nerste fader" '. ^ Hunne" hadde ido 

u^T -^^ idriue was out of partus f and ene is" wif also 

"1^^ After milse jeme"* H cride! )»d it" late wew 

h'S.''"* jlne" bi-teste [he] hadde of our lord*": yo ma him drof IS 

"loowi out J«re 

« iSa^ pot" weo" }e tyme wew uolneld** f our lord** him volde 

" f^""- bi(«nche 

■ mSrifl, ■^"'^ wi|>*' oile of m^lse Raerie" him ! and his sunne'* 

■ ,v««bt. qnenche* 

010. u.] Gret hope hadde to jiia biheste! adam euermo 

In }« naleie of ebronf he Ijuede in tene and wo 1( 

Twet sone he hadde Be)<)« f caym and abel ' 

pot on slou) (at o)i«r uor en-vie! as je wite]> wel 

* Collated with H*rl MS. 2277 (hnperbot). 
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[ PB HOLY CKOS WAS Y-FOUNDK. 



HOTJ pE HOLY CROS WAS T-FOUJITDE*. 

[Vernon MS. Bodleian Lib.] 

JjE holy Bode, [« swete treo- riht U to hauen in mnynd^ poi.iss. 

pat ha]) from strong de|i i-brouht- to lyue al Mouknynd^ 

porwh a treo we weore for-low and furet i-brouht to Thnragns 

tm m i mhl Dd 

grounde, "*" miD*i. 

I porwh & treo aefjie to liue i-broi^t' I-heried beo ^ulke «natiimigh« 
stounde I "'**■ 

Al hit com of one More* |)at va to de]>e bronjte, 
And ^t TS' to lyue i^eiii' (forwh Ihents )>at tb bou}te; 
Of I* treo- )»t vre fursto Fader J« luf«r Appel of nom-, 
) In )ie Maner- |iat ich ow tolle wole' )>e eweto Bode com : 
% po Adam yre fiirste Fader- )>e eunne hedde i-do 
And i-(1riue out of Faradis-, and his vyf also, 
Aftor Milce wel jeome he eriede', )>ei; hit lato were ; 
12 A bi-heste he hedde of vr lord*, bo me him drof ont oodprombid 

' Aduntta* 

bere. ou of Mnd 

'^ ' wlHiibeini 

ptA whon |>e tyme weore folfold' tt lord him wolde bi- ^J^^"* 

)>enche, 
And mid Oyle of merci amere him- and his sonnei 

qnenche : 
Qret hope hedde Adam* to bia bi-heste ener-mo : idim and 

En llnd in 

LG In )« Tftleye of Ebron* he liuede mid teone and wo : p^** '■°p* of 

Twey Boncs he hedde sejif*-, Caym- and Abel : ilif H^n ■ 

For EnTye- )>at on slonj Jiat ojiur-, And Jmt je witej- wel : ™"""' 

hwl.CUiiMid 

■ Tb« Title in token from the Index. ^^^ 
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po caym hadde hie bro^ aslawe ' ifletnd he was }>«-aore 
po adam isei ])at be badde f is twei Booea norlore 20 

He vep and made deol Inouj! lord he aede pin ore 
Jfey womman ichabbe to macbe ibef Inele com ney hire 

uaMrmore 
pre hanneB ichabbe jH>ru hire iheuedf my-sulf uerat 

norlore 
Attd m3me aonee bo)>e alas f and of al wontman is more 21 
Kolde adam eome )>o ney is wiff two hondred jer ne 

Tor wo pat he hadde uor hire '. and euere be lyuede in 

sore 
Se]>)>e he hadde toknpige of our lord f pot he scholde to 

is wif wende 
Ke dorete he nojt be per ajenf an sone he hadde ateu- 28 

ende 
mqnit* Seth he let la name *nempnef and seppe he hadde mo 
Al is lif pe sell mon! ladde in tone and wo 
po he was of njne hondred ;er '. and two and pritti old 
pe strengpe him failede of is lymesf is bodi bioom al 32 

cold 
He ne mijte oo^t swynke aboute pe erpe f pe yredus up to 

drawe 
Of is lif he was anuyd f he wilnede be of dawe 
He sat and carede of is lif f he clupede is sone seth 
Sone he sede icham weri ileuedf icA wiLny muche my dep 3S 
po icA was idryae of porsisf our lord bihet me pere 
To smere me wip pe oite of mylce '. wen it tyme wer« 
So longe ichabbe abide per-aft«rf pat I ne may libbe 



To porais pou most per-after gof and bidde him mylce 40 
and ore 
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]>o Cajm hedde hia brojinr i-alawe* i-flemed he was )>er- catnd«rui 

fore : wu uiluied. 
20 po Adam say; )>at he hedde' ho^e hia sonee for-lore 

He wep and made deol i-nouh*: "lord," he seide "[lin 
ore! 

Keih wommon ichaue to muche i-beo', I niile come neih ahudibji 

, , thubawfl] 

hire no more ! omMMMhu 

preo harmes ichabbe for hire i-had', my self furst for- 

24 And nou my eonea, welawey ! ■ of Al. wommoa la more"; nwaidiwfdr 
IT po nolde Adam come neih his wyf' two hundred ^er ''" s"*^ 
and more, 
For wo )>at he hedde i-had', and euere he lynede in sore : 
'Fiwa TT lord toknynge he hedde ae)>})e' )iat he scholde Adimwid 
to his wyf wende : iogethm 

28 Ne dorste he not beo )>er a-jeyn*: A child he hedde ^^""^ 
Btte ende, S"*- ™' 

Setbf he let his nome nempne', and se)>)>en heo hedden 

mo: 
Al Mb lyf )>ifl sell mon- liuede in teone and wo : 
ITpo he was of Nyne hundred jer-, and two and |>ritti ^J^J^*™ 

"^^ . Cll™r 

32 His Btreng^ faylede of his Lim«-, his bodi bi-com al 
cold; 
Mihte be not abonte ^6 eor|>e awynhe', ne [« weodes vp 

to drawe ; 
Of his lyf be was amnyjed* he wilnede to ben of dawe : h« mi em 
■ He sat- and Carede of his lyf': he clepte his sone Seth: [m.m, 
36 "Leone sone' icbam weri of-lined", ich wilne afbai my de)> : BaMtaSMh 
po ich was i-driuen out of paradys', tp lord bi-het me J^o'"""" 

FuHdt»ftir 

Jiere iho ou of 

WiJ> Oyle of Uilce smere me- wbonne hit tyme were ; "'' 
So longe ichBbbe )Mr-^tnr a-bide* )iat ich may libbe no 

more : 
40 To FaradyB yaw most ^-after go' and cren hint Milce 

and ore; 
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pe angel pon sohalt ^ Ifyndef ^ab drof me ont at )ie 

}ate 
Bay icA abide (mike biheste' me {leno^ it come)) to Ute 
And )>at elde me 1ia|i onsrcomef )iat I ne may libbe 

longe 
'■ Bede him JMt icA deie mote f and yt oils o£ mylce aaonge * 44 
I&e con nanne wei qna^ ie Bonef )iDd«rvard icA wane 
Leue Bone qoaj) adam! ^ wei is wel i-sene 
Wen )Nni comat to )>e ende of ^ ualeie f a greoa wA Jwii 

Bchalt wende 
pot rijt enene estvard ge)i f to poraiB last ]ie on ende 48 
per-hi wende ]n moder arid ich'. Jro icA porais nor-Iet 
Enmcli Btepe Jxit we on stepe '. aorbamde nnd«r onr net 
Ne myjte neuffreft Jwr graa growef and al (« o{iw wei 

ia grene 
For ]« &ule sunne ^ we dudef onr stapes wor^ isene 52 
per-by Jxm myjt vi^)ioute defontef to poraya eoene 

gon 
Seth nom is fader bleesyng '. and wende him nor}i anon 
pe stores he Tond norwelwedf as is fador him aede 
po he to )« jate com ! he ne dorste go ner Tor drede 66 
An angel com sone to )>e jate '. and eecte wat he BOjte 
He eede (rat to him an erode f from hia &d«r he bro^te * 
pat he was old and weri ilyned f and )iat hint longede 

sore 
Aftw )« Bwete oyl of mylcef nor he ne my}te libbe 60 

nammore 
5e qua^ |>e angel is he so f he ne schal ^oC mgt 
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pe Aucgel )>on sclialt ^ere fyndc )iat drof me out atte Anugei 

Sey ^t ich a-byde |»it ilke bi-heste*, so hit come)i wel 

late, 
And ^t Elde me h^ oaercome* )iat i ne may libbe not 
longe; 
44 Bidde bim )iat ich djre mote* and ^ Oyle of Milce a- 
fonge" : 
% "T con no wey," qaa)> Ms none, "]>iderward ]>anh ich SS^^'.'lh 
weno " : "'■ 

"Leue sone," qua> Adam bo', "be wei is wel i-aene, Adimbidi 

Whon Jwn comest to )« bed of Jiis Tftleye', a grene wey ^^"^'^^ 
)H.n Bchalt fynde, ^|£_ 

48 pat ge|7 as euene as be may to paradys )>e on ende ; 

per bi30nde )ii Modnr and ich", ya we Piiradys forleete, "' ^ ■'^ 
Entfricb stude* fiat we on stepten' for brende al wif- yre JU,Jntt''wi' 

fat* ■ ''" Oudso 

»ete ; oi giign^ 

Ne mihte nener eft' gras jw-on grouwe*, and al |>e o])iir 
wey ia gren^ 
62 For Yi fonle suime fnt we daden' tt fet-steppes beoji 
eu«r sene j 
perbi ^ou mifat wif>-oute d^ute- to Paradys euene gon'": 
Setbf nom bis fikdur bleasynge-, and )« v^ ]iiderwsrd 

nom; 
pe steppes be fond ful wel i-wered' as bis fader bim 
" Bede : 
56 po he to f« jato com' be dorste go no ner' for drede* : 8«ihmd» 
V An Angel ^ com sone to (« jato' and asked what be 
soubte : 
He sdde' a tijiinge to him- from his fader he bronhte, S™hwb 
pat he was Old' and weri of-liued-, and ])at be was 
alonged sore 
60 After ^ Oyle of Milce*, fiat him was bi-hote*, for he 
mljte llbbe no more: 
f " 3*," quaf Ys Angd, " is be bo* 1 be ne scbal ^-of 
nont donte: 
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Put In )>in hened at ]>e jate '. and stond ]H-BDlf wi]>))Oute 
He pulte In is heued as he bedf and bi-hold al aboate 
So mnrie ne yoyta faim nener in no stndef )iei he etode 64 

hinvsulf wiJ>)»oute 
Bo gret delit he hadde and loie '. of )« fonlea mnrie song 
Of ]« avete mod ftl-ao '. and of ^ flonrra )Mr among 
Of ech maner frat ]Mit lie aei f ]xit smolde also swote 
pat of ech m&ner vnel as him ^jte '. omon mijte habbe 68 

yer-oi bote 
Him ^jte jif he moete )iere f biholde In eny stonnde 
Enermo he mjjte In loie bef his lymes hoi and aonnde 
Amydde ]>e place ^t was so uair f he eel an vure wello 
Of wan (die (« wat«rea )Hit be|) aner))e come}) f as ]ie ]>e 72 

bok de]> telle 
On«r fe welle stod r tref wif bowes brode and lere* 
Ao it ne bar nofwr lef ne ryude f as it uorolded wen 
A oeddre it hadde biclupt aboute f al naked wijijwjte 

ekynne 
pat was ]>e tre mid ))e addref >at made adam uerst do 76 

E^ne he bihnld In ate jate '. ^ tre him )>o3te he sei 

Yaire ileued and iwoxe f up to heaene an hei 

A Jong child he Bei ap ^ tre! in emale clof>ea iwounde 

pe more of ye tre him )K>3te tilde f )>oru-out belle 80 

grounde 
His bro^ soule abel ek! him liojte In belle he eei 
pe angel him drof fo fnun ^ ^te '. pat be nas nammore 

yernei 
pe child he eede ^cA you iseijf a noueward yt tre 
Godea aone it was Jwt wole anerjw '. nor jiine fader 84 

snnue be 
4-fid ye oile of milce ytiy him bringe i wen ye tyme 

luelle is 
Jnd smere yer-viy and bringe of pyne '. )>i &der and 
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Fnlt in {>yii bed* here atte jate', and Btond ^i-ee1fwi))-oat«": seth u taid lo 
He pnlt[e] in his hed', aa he bad-, and bi-heold al aboute ; ESde ou, 
64 So murie jionjte him iieii«re in no stude*; ))ei) his bodi 
weore wi|>-oute. 



% 5im )>boujte' 3tf be moste ^ere- bi-holden eny atonnde, 
Eu^more he mihte in ioye libbe', in limes bol and 
eonude* : 

IT Amidde I>e place" Jiat wm bo feir he eaub a feir weUe, hs u» the™ 

72 Of whom alle J>e vatres on eor))e comeji', as ]>e Bok \b mppiiuiiE 

dee]) telle; thoeaith. 

Oner fie welle stod a treo% wif bowes brode and lere*, ''»"■ 

Ao hit ne bar. Lef* ue Bynde', bote aa bit for-Oldet were ; inSeB ud 

A' Neddre bit bedde bi-clupt a-boute-, al uaket wifi-onten smbnwed by 
skynue ; 
76 pat was |ie treo' and ))e Neddre* |)at ^rat made Adam 
do synne : 

He bi-heold eft sone in atte ^ate*, |>&t treo eft sone he seih, Hs looked m 

Swi^ feir bed- and i-woxen- vp to henene an heibj mtree«Mh- 

A-nowarde he Bayh- a jong smal child', in smale clojies r"'"""^ 

i-wotinde : '" '"'"'' 

80 pQ Boote of be treo bim bhouite tilde' a-doun to belle TiienMtsftiia 

' ' ' treeruched 

grounde ; to Beii. whew 

Aheles Honle his brojiar also" bim fhoujte in helle he seih ; tt"" "»■ 
po drof |ie Angel' him &om ])e }ate- )>at be no more ne 

IT " pe child," quaji Jie Angel, " Jiat ^u s^e' anoawarde on The diUd tn 

]*e treo, oadieon, 
84 pat was Qodus sone- ]>at wolde on eorjw" for |ii fader 
annnes beo. 

And !« Oyle of Milce bringe mid him- whon f« tyme J^^'Jj^ 

i-fuld is ofifepoyio 
To smere }>er-wi)i' and bringen of peyne* )il fader and 
alle his " : 
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pe ftDgel irende to ]>ulke tre '■ an appel ]>CT--of lie nom 

And tok Beth )isr-of )ire cnmeles ! ))0 he to him com 88 

And bed him }>iilke cumelea le^;e' vndor ia fader 

tonge 
And bnrie him wen he wew ded f onrf loke wat !»«■-«£ 

apronge 
Setit wende ^en as he com! uor {>e wei was wel iaene 
[foLts.] Vor ]>e Btepes were al uorbrend! am<j |>e o|w wei al 92 

grene 
i*Mi. P» be wan hoin ajen* icome f his fader he fond ded 

■tonii. pe cumeles he dude Tnd«r is' tonge' f as ^e angel* him 
<t«^ hadde iaed 

• hani -^^ aejjjw' he bnrede him as rijt was J i« naleie' of 

ebron 
■ niDiL'.btit ^^ of-Bwonke ia owe^ mete'f he nnste no betere 96 

14, Wi)>{ynne an* vewe jer yer-B&er', pis cumeles gonne 

« tpiprfag*. [upa]pringe" 

"jw^fBiTB pi-e [Iflire] jerden" Jier woxe of"f tm« Jwni alle ^linge" 
^^!J2^ P" J" were iwoxe to" Jw leng{«f of an elne" icA wene 
Jf^^^- In |)iilke atat hi stode longe ' and euermore grene" 100 

HudiiUu^ ^oite moyses {>e prophete! aboute code"' in ))e londe 
~,B?°* To lere ^ folc of israel '. [and] Jjo vend he )« jci^oa 

^^"^ stonde 

{Jj^*- Lo her he sede" gret toknynge**f of ]»e holi trinyte 

Fader and sone and holi goat '. of fia jerden ]>re 104 

jjl^iiiooiiui, Yp ijg ijg^ nom™ wi)> gret honurf and in anair" cb>)) 
"Mwoond*. hen* wond" 

"moi^ A Hwote Bmul )>er com out off Jwt amulde^ in-to al 
"icmdfc Jxrt lond" 

"ter'bli'. Te confermy [[«] bet" ia lawet he ber" hem uorj) in** 

'«ofc*°" ^''^ aikemon" [jMrt] )>erto hopedef is hele anon" he 108 

vond. 
-iifl. To teehe |iat folo f>e rijia" lawef ]>e jerden aboute he 

ber 
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% po wende ^ Angel' to frnlke treo', an Appel |>er-of lie Tiw Angd 

nom ; ph c« th?^ 

88 ptto Garnela he tok him )>A'-of Be\i^; )>a he to him com, itdta. 

And bad him [lulke Cumela' legge yndur his fader tonge of it u Bstb. 

Whon he weore ded' and i-buried-, to loke what {>er-of themnndt^ 

spronge : 

h' wende a 

92 For )>e etappes weore- al for-brend", and ]« o)»ur wey al 

greae : 

po he was horn a<)ein I-come* his fader he fond ded ; 

He dude be CumelB vndnr his tonge*. aa be Angel hltn whnA&m 
, , uMSMtadid 

bed, HheiiM 

And ae)i|>e bnriede him, as riht was*, in ^ Vaal of 

Ebron, 

96 And bi-swonk his owne mede*, )>o he nuste non o|>er 

whon : 

If Wi^Inne a fewe jer (>eraftur- )iis Gnrnels bi-^j^nuie to ahw > im 

jtmn tha p[|w 

spnnge ; n^mmBroir. 

preo smale jerden Jw woxen', feire Jwrwh alle finge; ThiMun»n 
po heo Teoren i-woien to f>e lengjie* of an Elne, ioh Fm's^g"'"' 

Wene, miinal oiilj 

100 In ])ulke stat heo stoden longe* and enere-more grene, 
^ Forte Moyses {« prophete* eode her in Jiis londe 
To leren )>e folk of I[B]rael', and he fond )>e jerden stonde : uoaet found 
"Lo her," he seide, "gret toknynge* of )>e holy Trinite, toaktfaaanp. 
104 Of Fader' and Sone' and Eoligost' : of J«oae jerden ^": 
Yp he hem nom- wi)> gret honour-, in feir clo]> he hem 

wond; 
A* swote smel- ]>«r com a-non out at; )>at emelde in-to 

al |)at lond : 
To Confermen bet his lawe' he bar hem forb in his Hebontim 

lOrthlnUi 

hond f bind uHi 

108 Vche seek mon- Jwt Jiw-to hopede- his hele »-non he ^^^ 
fond: 
To teche )>at folk ^ rihte lawe- ye jerden wi|) him he 
beer, 
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And eke to held aikemenf two nnd fourti jer 
■S&^ 8e{i]>e he deie scholde' t [>e jerdeu he eette er 

• lilt Vndw t« hul of tabor! deide him sulf* {ler 112 

• moraiM. Jjw gtode )« jcrden grene! mo J>en' a J>oiisend )er 

Vorte Sdnt dauid )>e kyng com ; yat waa of gret power 
"^'- So ^t he waa {wru |ie ho!i gogtf ihote vorte heie* 

To )« hul of tabor f in ^ load of arable 116 

loM^soTden. put he )iulke jerdeo Jire"! yette omf wi)i him nome 
Tg,"'* Nye dftwes* he was Jiuderwardf ar' he Jiuder come 

Wi)) gret honur he nom hem ap : }>o he )« jerden 

pe BUotneaBe )>at ))er-of com f velde al |)at loDd 120 

Wi)i g7-et melodie of is harpe f Seint danid fe jerden 

mSttld'toB, ^^^'' *** ieriMakm hem [he] laddef oW nyfe dai" hom 

uinadonM ^ * deme stude" he hem settef uor it was in j>e euen- 
"t-^fflitogt ynge" 

"Irhodw. Vorte amorwe Jwrt he ieeie"J wuder'' he- myjte hem 124 
Imnge 
A morwe Jw he com Jiertof to one hi wer« alU icome 
'*°***^ And Imored so oaste also"! Jwt hi ne mijte awei be [i] 

uwhM. ' pat alle Jjre bicome" to onf wat'* hitokeQe{i ]>iB 

"omitiai, B^,^ j^t«o f^g^ jjjj^ ggjjg ^^ Ijgjj g^^j ; al o god it is 128 

"^' Semt dauid aboute Mb holi serdef s stroas wal let rere'^ 
"honlMii! r } e 

"ttoTMii ^^ °*"" ^'^^ 5*™® '"*" '* '"'^^**- ''■<"'' JS"^^ *o 5^"* 

"j** Pat he my5te at[t]e laste iwete"! hou old {lat** tre were 

»b ^'t" * cerde of seluer he bond! ech jerea acute J>ere* 132 

-^e'. So Jwt wil-finne" fritti jerf J-is™ tre wox" wel heie»« 

"Somore, Ac it** ne wox*' nammore** Ijcr-after"! as hi wuste** hi 

S^Sfu J« [dluer]™ beie 

Brr^H. Ac euer in on Jier-after f Bwi]>e vairs it stod" 

idisnrard! Smrtl doutd it honured^ wel f uor he wuste Flxitl it 136 

fstrayuHiUt ,„ " ^ 

KM. was good" 
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And helede |>e»*-wj)i seke Men*, two and Fonrti jeer* : 
IT Se]i|>e ]>o he dyen echolde* ]>e jerden lie Bette er BaRn 

112 Vndnr jw Hul of Tabor, and dyede him-self |>er: *itti» 

po Btoden )« jerden grene' More ]>en A {louaund jeer ^'™' 
Forte eeint Danid* (le kyng com- Jiat was of gret pouweer, J^^^ 
So )iat he was-, Jjorwh fe hoUgoat-, i-hote forte heije 
lis To |K! Hul of Tabor-, in ]« lond of Arabye; 

pat he )>ulke jerden fette- and heom wt]) him nome ; 
Kyne dityes- he was ^iderward- er he Jiider come : 
Wiji gret honour he nom hem vp-, Jw he (« jerden fond: Jfj- 
120 pe Hwotnesae )iat (wr-of com* fiilde al )>at lond : 

Wi]> gret Melodye of his Harpe- seint Datiid Jie jerden 

nom. 
And heom hom to Jerusalem- Jie Ni|>e day hom he com; ^J^^ 
In a priue atude he hem aette-, ))0 hit was in {>e Euen- 
ynge 
124 Forte a Morwe fat he a^e- whodere he hem mijte 
brings; 
A Morwe- ])0 he com hem to- to one jerde heo weren 

aUe i-com^ 
And i~Mored also faste* |)at heo ne mihte ben ft-wey 

IT po heo weoren alle- to on by-come- what bi-tokne)> Jris th* uhm 

128 But Fader and Sone- and Holigoet* and al o god hit is) """'^^ ^ 

IT Seint Dauid- a-boute fia 3erden' a strong wal he lette ^^^^ 

arer^ S^™u 

And nom good jeme* hou louge he woxe*, from jere" to JJj^"" 

jere; 
WiJ> a Cercle- he bond hym a-houte-, jer after jere, He put a 

132 pat he mihte atte laate i-wite" hou old yai treo were; !'™°*^J 
So Jiat wij>-lnne fritti jer- ])ia treo wex wel heije, treeincrew 

Ac hit wox no more afterward*, and [>at he wuste- bi 

)>e aelueme byje; 
Ac euere in on afterward* Feir and Grene hit stod ; 
136 Seint Dauid- hit honourede wel', for he wuate |>at hit 
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po Seint damd badde ido f Jie annne of* lecherie 
And manBlanjt )>o* he let ale f vor' his owe wif Trie* 



His penaunce he dude Tnd«r ])ia tref )>at he )>er-uore 140 

u^JJ**"''' pw he made eke |»eii' Baut«r! his aunue" vorte bete 
•SSJSiiBw. p8 n^* it hiwj was norjene ! nor (lot^ [holi] tre so' 

• oiai6«d. ewete 

u*. ' po higon* he eka" uor is sunnef )>e holi" temple to" 

KomKUd. rere" 

"H-dmiii Swi)« noble in ienua\em ac he deide'"! in )« foorte^" 144 

pe kyng Salomon is sonef (lat kyng was se)i])e ^ere 
After him ^ temple bulde f }>at he jare wen 
i^uniii Two and Jiritti jer he was jwr^-abonte f ond is fader 

fonrtene also 
u^'*'' So ^ it WBB Biz and fourti'^ jerf ar^ fxit worke'* were 148 

ido 
"iu. po fe" work was al-mest ido ! hem" vuled a Tsir tre 

BlMiicai pot holi tre" was foireat {lof |>at hi mjjte awer** ise 
ZV^' Salomon it** let Telle and hewe*°f aa qu«inteliche aa he 
^^ mijte 

"maUh ^^ ^ '^ 1*^ ''^ make" more hi a fotf ^ea is 152 

i^te 
*>mke« '^^ bngte it [in]-to ia rijte atude**; and lacy** wolde 

it )>er 

• a. po was it hi a*" fot to scbort ' [aa eaeue] as hi mete it er 
"il^ig*. P^ carpenters it Iet[e]'° adonu f in etrong" wra^jie and 

greto 
To no))ing Jxit bi it ta^jte to 5 hi ae m^te it make** 156 
Imete 

• nuiudA, A braise oner an olde" dicb f bi made" bit ate** 

laate 
po bi ne mijte in ye temple f to non o)ier wore it 
caste 
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f po seint Danid i-simged hedde )>e sunne of lecherie, Daiiddia 

And Uon Blauht )«' for Bersabe' he lette slen Yrie, ^^^ 

Vr lord nom ]>er-of wreche gret-, 5wil»e aori he bi-com ; SJ^y^too 
140 Vndur ^ treo* bis penaunce he dude- ^t he )>flr-fore nomj ^,2^"" 
per he made |)e Saater, his sanuea forte bete, 
And |>e rayere hit him vsb for-jiue- for }« holy txw so 
ewete : 
% po bi-gon he eke* for his Bunne' ^ holy Temple to 

144 Swi}>e noble in 3eruga\ein; oc he dyede in ]>e fonrtene|>e Dniddied, 
jere: 
5[ His Bone, lie tyi^ Salomon-, bat aft«r him* kyng yraa ud sotomm 

, lil.«i.rrt[iwl 

l^ere, inntu^A. 

Afber him- ]« Temple bnlde forji- )>at heo folliche redi ^'™™ 

were: Temiita, 
peraboute' he was )iiitta jer-, and hia fader fourtene 

148 So )iat hit was* foore and fonrti }er er )>at werk weore 
i-do: 
Do bat werk* was almeet redi* hem faylede a feir treo- : when tha 

' ' , "^ . workwM 

pat holy treo was )« feu-eate })0', ]>at me mihte owhere iiniHtdDm 

i-Seo; pmOitne. 

? pe icfng Salomon hit let hewen', As qveynteliche as he 
mihte, 
162 And let hit nymen and make more- bi a fote )ien his ribtc ; tiwt tsi» up 
po hit waa bronht to ribte atude- and i-laced scholde 

beo ()er, 
po waa hit- bi a foote to scltort-, aa enene as heo 

meeteu er; 
pe Carpunter hit leyde a-douii' in atrong vTa]>)>e and tntuu 
grete, lliiintt^ 

166 To no ]>ing ]>at he hit eum-e dude* he ne mihte hit 
tnaken i-meetete : 
IT A bru^e oner an Old dich- heo madeu [>er-of atte laste, JJSL'^tb ft 
For wral>(« >at heo ue mihtea- to non ojmr werk hit Ig^*""'* 
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ijemi*. per oner code' mony* amon! )>e wule' it )>«■ lay 

•whiia, NuBte [nojt] alle wat it was I f«t defonlede it aday* 160 

(ofBitied. pe queue of saba com ))eruorJ>! and" anon so beo it 

« ih). ieei' 

'Honursd*. HonMred[e]' it [wel] vaire and sat akne*! heo nolde 

' l«™«}. come Jiemey* 

Bi Aao^er wei heo wende uor|i '. to ealomoa heo com 
ujnnia. Ab Heo him hadde wide'° iat^tf to lemy of is wisdom 164 
jjioomd. poru grace jMt our lord" hire jef'*; to Salomon heo 

sede 
"[«■ pot Jxit" tre ne scholde nojt ligge Jier! jlP* he dude 

bi hiw rede 
"Is. Yor )«r scholde jat a mon! dele oa^' [lulke tre 

Mirtmm. pom warn" al J« lawe of ^wesf destrued scholde be 168 
""I*- SalomOM it let nyme Bone '. and vnder erl>e" it caste 

JM^M-] Wel depe" [fiir] fram alle men"*; and burede" it Bwi|>6° 
uMSj^w. TOate 

a^bMioMB ^ loage HO it )>er-after were"f a uair walle" |wr 
^««^ sprong 

"5is'*iir(i ■^"<^ * "*"■ [water] eejijie wif god" fisc! bo)« dep" and 172 

JHeij, . Mony" eikemen T^" come! aiid hor vet wesche Jwre"* 
Mt^"bal. Oj'*'' hodea" oJ»r bafede al ! pur hoi anon [hi] were 
^traiion. pjjj water hi honttrde muehe"! and wolde )wr-Inne 

»in"«he. ^^g 

amjt. ^ hj nuste uoJ>mg" of {« tre 1 l)Ot al Jie vertu made 176 

"anyrjw. gefjte it waa Jier-after longe ! [wt our lord anerfe^ com 

"Mf- w* Jnd {wt folc biBpek" is def '. and hor red** )«r-of nom 

Mwd'ben ^^ *"* bigon to fiete" anon '. as oiir lordea" wille 

"f^fcH" P^ S*'^™ '^"'^ ""'' fo""*^^ («•* *"" fletynge Jwr" bi 180 
Kt^MUi. cas 

Hi nome it Tp uor it was vilf and ileie hadde Jier 
longe 
• mBkede. ^nd made'* Jw-ot {« holi rode! our lord [)ier] on to 
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J>er ouer code mony a Mon-, (« while («it Wt ]fer lay, 
160 A auaten not alle* hou holy hit was; Jiat ]ier oaer eoden 
al day: 
V pe Qweeu of Saba' com |>er for))', ac anon {lo heo hit Tbedrntatt 
seih, uisrebj, but 

Hononrede hit feire' and sat a-kneo', and nolde not come caait 

yer neih ; 
Bi a-not>ur wey heo wende', to kyng Salomon heo com, 
164 For heo hym hedde wel wyde i-souhf, to leorne of him 
wisdom; 
porwh grace, Jat tt lord hire jaf*, to kyng Salomon Bhs 

heo Hcde Solomonlo 

pat treo ne echolde ligge ]>ef, jif he dude hy hire rede, "^ 
For ))er scholde a mon jit dye' on ^t ilke treo, 
168 porwh whom' Al ye laws of Gywea'distniyjed scholde heo: 
T Salomon hit let uyme Boue* and vudur eor|>e hit caste, soionioa 
Wel deope and fer from alle men*, and bnriede hit wel 

faate; 
So louge BO hit )>er'a(terward was' a wel feir welle eprong, ^ "U 
172 A feyr watur wij) gret * eich', bo(>e deop and long; ^"mdjuct. 

Mony aeke' bat ber comen' and wuech beore feet ber-on, Kuijmeic 

p«opLe batligd 

Obnr beore bonden*. obur habeden al*, heore hele hedden tiienjnwid 

pat watur heo bonoureden muche' and wolden |>er-Inne 
wade, 
176 Ac heo nuaten no ^iag of )ie treo' )iat al )« vertu Made : 

C1e))Jie longe Jier-afturward' [wt tt lord on eorl>e com, wi»noi» 
^ Anon- ))0 Jjat folk by-speek bis def' and heore Eed JL^^i^^?" 

jjCT-of nom. Inflow. 

pat treo bi-gon to fleoten a-non', as vr lordes wille was : 
180 pe Gywes comen' and fouadeu Jiat tree fieotynde ^er 
bi cas, 
Heo uomea bit vp* and for hit was fonl' and i-leye 

hedde ^er longe, 
And maden ber-of be holy Roodc, tt lord ber-on to Tuejem 
honge ; ^' ^""-^ 
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And^ ]ie tre waa vil ant2 old '. and to yiii oar lord 

And* 3ut bem jKtjte ^* tre to tut! ^at be wen Jwr- 181 

• cnrtH. pe croys* after our lordes* deff Tnder erjw hi caste 
'ml. per hi him to de]>e dude ! and burede it' [■ere'' vaate 

J™""*^- Atid' bo|>6 croys eke Jiflr--wiji; (mt ]« (>eueB benge* 

on er 
uua ^^ ^ ^*'* *'^'° ^^ were ifounde ! mo Jien an'' hondred I8S 

5er 
umRM. po^ titus an<2 Taapasiasf ierusalem noma 
^*^»t™i«n And destraede'* alle (« giwea '. Jwt neaereft )ier bi ne 

come 
.^lu! al |>at lond was ibrojt ! In [« emperours bond of 

ujMtof. Jncf wi)> is men al biset! to uyme l>er'to'* gome 192 

Se)))>e }w com an emperoiir '. [>at bet adrian 
uuimt. Swi^ he]>erie onc^ latter** ek : cmd worrede" ech cmteae- 
man 
He wnste war ])e rode layf )iat god was <ai ido 
u'^ Jmcf |>at cristenemen ^" atude hoiiurad[e] '. wenne'° hi 196 
[mijte] come fwr-to 
He let a temple of maimiet^l in Jmlke etude arere 
»aioDia. pflt me ne vond ao]>ing to loute" to! bote maumet^ 

fere 
losbM. WeTuie*" cnstesenien miate Vnder stele f bi ne dorate" 

Tor donte 
Bhan. And A. aien bor" berte'' it was! to env manmet' 200 

"hurW. 

aloutc 
tomtnad. Hi bileuede so al** Jmlke etude f and mucbedel uor 

fere 
»a. 8o )?at wi^iJiiniLe an" vewe jerl no cnstenmon [ne] com 

"forinis. So ]wt ]mlke etude waai Tor-lete" mony aday" 

"criiKiiB pot DO cristenmon ne paynym*' .' nnste war )>e rode 201 

p»yn. lay. 
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For ^ tieo' was for-oldet' and beo beolden vr loid 
lu]>er also; 
IS4 ^t hem {ihoiqte' i&t tno to feir' )>at be weore Jier-on i-do : 

PAt Crois Be^^ ofinr tt kcdes de]>' depe vndur ])e AJiaroiituv 
eorbe heo bit caste, Uw J>n 

' buried Iba 

per as beo him to de^ dude* and borieden hit Bwi)>e cnu*. 

faste; 
And )« twey Crosses eke )<er-bi* |iat )« jieoues heugen 

on J>er: 
168 per beo lyien' er beo weore weoren i-fouude*. mo ben ThenUHr 

, ' , , ' UeSOOyoui. 

two hundred ^er, 
ir Forte |>at Tytes' and Yaspajian* wi|i al heore folk come, 
Aud al t>e Gywee hedden diatruyed- and heore pouwer 

by-nom.-, 
And al )>at lond was i-broubt' in-to [« Emp«rouni bond 
of Bom^ 
192 And mid bis Men i-fold* and bi-set* to nyme ^er-of 
Qoome; 
IT Ac Be}>tie )>er com an Fmperour*, fiat blbte Adrian, AiUmknew 

Swi)« be)>^e' and swi{>e lajier', and werrede vcbe crie- itoodni, 

tene man ; 
He wnste wher ))0 Bode lay ]»t Qod was onne i-ilo 
196 And criatene men ]>e stnde bonoureden' whon heo mibten 
come ^er-to. 
He lette a temple of Maumetes' in ]>nlke etude arere, udbnnik 
pat me mibte not ^de' to loute to' bote Maumetes tmipidBi 

)>ere; 
Whon Cristene Men- tnibten Inder stele-, beo durate nont rfotasb, 

, . ' B)1,L1 

uit doute, 
200 An eke a-jeyn berte hit was* to eaj Maumete* a loute. 
So ))at beo bi'leueden )>ulke stude', and also for fere 
pat wib-Inne a fewe ler bdt-after* no criatene men com curMiuu 

' ' ' lonooktb* 

So )iat ]ialke etude was' for let mony a day, 
204 pat no crietene men ne Funym* nuste ^rtiere be Bode Atuitan 

' ' ' knowMg* 

lay ; of Uw Cron 
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1 noble emperour per com se)i)>e f )Kit bet C0»- 
-^ atantyn 

In batdl be was ao macbef [Kit |>er nas of do ija 

8et>]>e com is fon atid wonne! muchedel of b londe 

'tnto. Ho jarkede aday ie oeti ajen hem Torte' etonde 208 

• bataiiis. As be toward batail* wende f he bihuld up an bei 
m.e«t>.-] „. , .,.,,.. 

• croice. Him ]K)3te |)at a uair croys'f ap m heuene ho sei* 

• heb«m Lettrea he aei* |)er-on iwrite '. he bigou hem" to 

rede 
*bmi. WiJ)* Yea' signe Jwi Bchaltf Taaister be [mike' lettrea 212 

■W". Bede 



pe emperonr {jU Toderatodf )>ei be be|)ene were 
Bmlto?^ A Oroya* he let make" sonel J>ot b men byuore" hu» 216 

>>rt«iie. In Btade" of is" banw£ to batail* he wende a-non 
u>urf. And ))om" yerta of ]>e holi croysf he oiurcom u 

"wan, j^ j^ maietrie and al ia lond won"f In a [lute] 

Btonnde ]>ers 
"ISm' Mncbe afterward" he Jwjte*' ae]>|>e! wat )>ulke signe 220 

wew 
uniwto. pe wiBOHt[e]" men of [al] is londf biuore him be let 

bringe 
ucoqnand*. jind enqTiered[e]'* of J* croys! wat were ^ toknynge 
**^ Hi aede |>at at tenuolemf god was [i]do'" on 

rode 
"H** And t>(it t>e g^wee hudde >ot*' croisf as hi Tndw- 224 

atode 
»iS^i». ^^^ icliabbe" (>«■ Jioru** quaf )« emperonr f myn fon" 
bLJbo™"' ibr»^t to gj-ownde 

""^; ^^ worf** ioA neu»r blil>e in" herte f ar"* {w holi crois 
a^- be ifottwde 
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QeoJ>|>e f>er com an Emperour (wit het Constantyn; SSttI!«S 

'^ In werre and batayle he waa so muche-, Jwt {w nas J^E*tB«i. 

no fyn; 
S6\i)fe cotneo his fon and wonnen* muchedel of his 
londe ; 
208 He jarkede a day his Oat* a^eyn heom forte etonde; ^^f^'" 
IT Ab he tonward Jie Batayle wende" he bi-heold vp an "ponhim. 
bei3, to in»i« ha 

Trim ]>hoajte )iat a feir Crois* Id heaene ]>at he Belj; ^onirniM 
Lettres he aayj l>er-oii i-write", he hem bi-gon to Bede' : JJi'fi^„ 
212 "Wi)) J)iB signe Jww Bchalt Mayster beo," jinlke lettrea J^j^**"" 

Bede, conqneniT.' 

" And wite )« from Jiy fon', by daye' and eke by uihte, 
Whon ^w ]jenkest ]jer-vppon-, spede fon Bchalt in fihte": 
% pe Emperoar )>iB Tnduratood', ^iL he He]>ene were, 
216 A- Croia he lette make sone- fiat his Men by-foren him HacBDwds 
bere, KlSltaftm 

In-stade of hia Baner-, In Batayle a-non, ^ ^ t»tat. 

And Jjorwh )»e holy Crois' he onercom alle bis fon fcu*™^ 

And won |>e Maystrie', and al bis lend' in a luytel 
Btonnde )iere : 
220 Mucbe he t>ouhte )>er-afterward' what [<ulke signe were ; 
p6 wiaeste Men of al his lond* bi-fore bim he lette 

brings, 
And enqnerede of }ie Crois' what weore (le tokenynge : hb made 
Heo Beiden him' jiat in lemaalem' Qod was don on {« J^^^» 
Boode, 
224 And {>e Gywes fat Crois budden J>«re', ae heo hit vndnr- h>hmu.m 
stode : ■""•> i^ 

falddtn It. 

" Whon icbabbe," qaafi )« Emperonr, " fwr Jiorwh" my 

fon i-brouht to grounds, 
JSe worji ich neuere glad of herte', er {« holy Cr[o]is beo 

i-fonnde " : 
po (w Emperour' of ]>e boly Boode* so feir Miracle i-seij, 
228 He let him Baptijen of seint Siluestre-, ])e Pope )>at fw cmuuntim 

was neih : ^t pop" 
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Elejne ]>at is modm* wasf to ienua\em he sende 

To seche after ]» holi crois' and beo gladllche vor^ 

weude 
pD heo com |)ud«r heo let crief as heo badde hira red 

Inome 
pat alle Jie g^wes of )>e cite f biuore hiiv Bcholde come 236 
po ^e giwes i-aomned were '. H [hadde] acIior[t]liche gret* 
V*. fere 

Gret omaeil M nome )Mr-of ! wai ]>e encheson were 
po Bede on ^t het ludaa i ich wene )iat icA trot. 

• Sto™""' ^** ^"^ aomoonce amonnty' schal I yi ieh [hit] teHi' 240 

mot 
IcA vene )« quene enqueri wole! as beo ha.y i|>o}t 
After |« rode Jwt ilwen criatf waa oa to dejie ibrojt 

• MnoDof pat non of jou be so wodf ()er-of iknowe be'f 

™'"*"» IchoUe' 50tt telle (jou.) in eonstali vat my fader tolde 244 

po my fador Symeoa '. in is ie^ Tuel lay 
'^■D*. In conseil be was to me iknowe! )io be ]>en* dej> igai 

ludaa be sede leae aoaef jif it bitide]) so 
pat me enqueri of )>e rode '. )>at god was on ido 248 

Loke Jwrt Jwu be iknowe |>er-off ra]>er fen me (le 
quelle 
'ichte. pot aachee my fiuler tolde me£ in conseil ichuUe l>e' 
tdle 

■ uu. He sede me a lute biuore is de|)! ]xit be was ate* 

dede 
To burie in caluarie hoi' )>e rode Jioru comnn rede 262 

■ uoM. Lene' fader icA"' sede ]to' wat eiled" jou alas 
Ufdieii. Wi wolde je bim to de)ie do! wen he god was 

" nil. He gede fmru me nas" it nojt '. ac vor he wi|> sede 
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PE holy Kode- I-founde waa', ae ich ow wolle now telle : 
ConBtantin )>e Emp«rour- he)«ne folk gon faete quelle, 
For heo tt lord Ibesa crist' to Btrong de)) brouhte ; 
232 Alle Jie he)>ene Men )>at neih him were* Bone he brouhte 
to nouhte ; 
Eleyne )>at hie Modur waa' to lemsalem heo sende comtutim 

To sechen aftur be holy Rode\ And heo dadliche forb vnant^goe 
wende ; m «Bk the 

po heo eom t>idere' heo lette one-, as heo red hedde 
i-Dome, 
236 pat alle Gywes of ]>e Cit^' to-fore hire Bcholde come : 

po )w Qywea i-«omened were- heo hedden ful gret (ere; Bbetrnnmoi 

Qret connaeil {«i nomen (>er-of what ye enchesun were; befowiier. 

^ po seide on- |«t hette ludas-, " Ich wene )iat ich wot Judui urn 

240 What Hb Somouns amonnti Bchal*. %\! ich telle mot: conMniing 

Ich wene' )iat )>e Qweene enquere wole', aa heo ha}i 

i-)>ouht, 
Aftur l>e Roode jiat Ihe*u criat' to dej^e waa onne i- 

hrouht ; 
pat non of ow ne beo ao wod" fat |>er-of i-knowe be, 
244 In Coimaeil ich ow telle wole [lat my fader tolde me : 
V po my Fader Symeon- in his de)) vuel lay, BimMn, hh 

In Counadl he waa to me i-knowc fo he on hiwi [>e diMiiwedio 

" ludaa," he seide, " leone soue', ;if hit bi-tyde)) so 
248 pat me enquere)) after )« Bode- |)at Ihetus waa on i-do, 
Loke )iat |>ou beo a-knowe yer-ot- er Jiat me (>e quelle ; 
pat Zach^ my Fader tolde me' In CouiBeil ich wol J>e 

telle: 
He eeide me a luytel bi-fore his de]>' )>at he was atte 
dede 
2S2 To bnrien hire' vppe Caluarie Hul*, aa heo nomen alia 
to rede" : 
IT " Leoue Fader," i aeide, " ^' what eyiede ow Allaa Thon^ j«i 

Whi wolde je hym to de(« do', whonue )>at he good was " ; o» Jsm po 
% He adde' "bi me naa hit nout' ac for )iat be wi|^4ede 
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tML Myne' felawcs of hor lawei hi him brojte to de{>e' 256 

Jodfl bim ix Se^ye hi dude him in[to] sepnlcre f oo he Bros to 

^^i.W.] "Frcan de)« |)eii* Jiridde daif myd is wounden* viue 

• t^"^'"' pen' fourte|>e doi {>er afterward f to henene he wende an 

hei 
In [« lond of gallilef as al ]Kit folc isei 260 

'j^^ Twel[f] iuon)<e* it was |)er afterward^ '. and half jer* ontf 

' \maHtl. mniw 

• monj. more 

pot ateuene jiat vas my brojier! preched[e] of godes 
'i^^:^ lore* 

Jjo™. Our'*giwe8 him ladde wi]i)ionte [^] totmf otuJ henede*^ 

him wi)> stones 
"bnudm. ^nd to sMuigfl [de)>e] him brojt« Inonjf and debnisede^' 264 

al is bones 
Mi(ta"'ttr' P* niorwe aftar mydwyntw diu f to defe" hi him 
lodeH bnqte 

And noa he is in []«] loie of henene f |)at he )m} 

abojte 
po ludas hadde pU tale itold ! ]>e giwea aede as hi 

»». Telle ne hnrde we nenw erf fut^* mnche of )« rode 268 

po )ie tyme was icome f biuore ^ qaene hi come 
i>cii«a(4t. CheBet>'' anoD qna^ ^e quene f on of )iiB twei dome 
u jBi. Lif and de|i jou is biuore '. ehesef we)«r 30" volle)> 

"boua. Bote }e me fynde ))e suete'^ rode f brenne echone [^e] 272 

Bcholle]) 
utotort. 0"^ ft" hoo let make; biuore" hor aire eie" 
iptaa. pe giwea bigonne to crie" loudef [>o hi Jxit fnr ieeie 
3if eny mon wot )>«r-of hi sede '. {lanne wot ludas 
Tor sachce is fader fader f of gret power was 276 

pulke tyme ))at ihe«us wasf cm )« rode ido 
indiDa pe quene let nyme bo ludaa! and alle be ober'^ lette 

Hiengo. 

go 
BiAd. And bed" him be iknowe anon f he nolde nor none*^ 
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256 Mine felawes of vre lawe* )>erFore heo bim broiihto to 
dede; 
Seobbe heo him in be S«pnlcre dude', ac he a-ros to bntharoH 

'' ' ' aBaintoIila 

Ijlie tlis tfaiid day- 

Fro de])e* |>e }iridde day- mid his vonudes fyue^ 
penne )ie fonrti|>e day |>er-afterward' to heuene he wende Oo Om 
an heih, ""^Xdio 

260 In }>e lond of Oalil^- Jwt al fat folk i-seih : '■""m, 

Twelf Mone)i hit was- Jwr-afterward', and half s jer' and 

pat Steuene' fat my bro))er was' preche gon of his ?J*S??i{^ 
lore ; i""*^ ™ 

' BtODed for 

Onre Qywea' him hedde wijj-oute (>e toun* and stenede £^^]^^. 
him wif stones, 
264 perwi)> to de)<e heo him brouhte' and to brasede his 

pe Morwe after Mid-wynfer-day to de]>e heo him brouhte. 
And noa be is in )>e loye of henene* and he hire a- 
bouhte" : 
IT po ludas hedde his tale i-told' )>e Gywes seiden, as Haiensog^n 
heo stode, J«w<j 

268 "We ne herde telle neuer er' Jiub muche of l>e Roode": 
po l«t )« tyme was' bi-fore J>e Qweene heo come, 
"CheoBef seide pe Qweene fo' of ]>eoBe tweye dome; gheuirfatwi 
Lyf' and De(>' is ow bi-fore', cheseji whe)>er je wollen, dewJi if uwy 
272 Bnt 56' )» Holy Roode me bringe' &«niie vcbone 30 ^^". 
Bchnllen": '■"'J™- 

Qret Tuir heo lette make' bi-fore heore aire eijen ; 
pe Gywes bi-gonne to crie londc Jm) heo [w fnir i-seljen, 
And seiden- "3if per-of eny wot" Jjenne wot ludas, nwyiwiJiit 

276 For Zaehee' his Fader' fader f of gret pouwer was, «i[ ibout it 

polke tyme )>at Iheiuc was- on fe Koode i-do" ; 
pe Qweene' )>o lette nyme ludas' and }>e ofiere heo lette The<ti»«n 

go, udKndiUia 

And bad him ben A-knowe-, and bo he nohle for no- cm i»b 



t,i.a,Google 



42 PB HOW EODB. 

pe queue idm Iett« wd oaate bynde f antj in strong 
'JH^ prison briDge' 

•Sfwii (MM P"" ^J')>'*il* J'lete oW drinke i Bene dawes he lay 
*t«BuH ^"^ hongwr he bigon to crie! wel londe Jien seae)>e* 

Jnd sede bringe^ me of )>i8 wo ! iwt(2 icbulle joa lede 
■bn. p^ icA Tene ))e rode be'f as mj fader me sede 284 

))o he out of primn oomf myd muche folc be wende 
' ^' To )>e place as* )>e rode was ! as is fader him kende 

po he to ]>e place comf he sat adoun akne 
'JiS^^l^ JJowl he aede ^ it is bo]>*; Jxrt jwu* god and nun 288 
Mi."^ be 

'H- jjnd |»i[t {Kia [of narie] were ibore! send ous here yin' 

'■^ And toknynge Jxrt we fynde motef )« rode In Jjiaae' 

place 
i^^i^Mtt Anon so ludaa badde |>is bonef to our lord ibede* 
u^m^adib pe hul bigon to quake f and out of one stede 292 

"Boot. par sprong'" out a smoke atid wende an hetf and mnche 

place fiilde 
Suettere smul ne myjte bef fen Jw smoke amulde 
po ludas \aa isel- loude he gas cne 
uomttM. IhestM is one*' al-mijti godf ibore of maide marie 296 

Pol erb^ Wod is )>a* bileue]) ojwrf as ichabbe mony a-day" 
uomuiwi. Take ichnlle to wTBtendom f and nor-sake Jw" j^wea 

Uy 
He let him criateny hasteliche ! and )>o he icristned 

was 
unaimj. ^^ [g^ ]^j^ Dempne" quiriac ! |>at er bet ludas 300 

"■ioiin. Pq nojue hi spade and schole"! omii ner {« place wende 
^T>»of. Depe" hi gonne to delne! Jier as )ie smoke out" kende" 
"■indt So (lot hi founden roden {ire f ]>o bi badde idolue 

longe 
1 ^tia «i» Our lordw rode and Jie" o]i«" two ; \kA J* ]>euea were on 304 
cioia bt an-houge 

S^dB; bs Biside our lord him to scende i {lo nuate hi of Jie [■re*' 
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280 |)e Qweene him ]ette ))0 faate' bynde* and in-to strong £|!^^u 
pnson briage, E^r^mt 

WijHonte metc' and diinke' |>er seue dayea he lay ; ***■ 

For strong hunger loude he criede* )>ene seue^ day. 
And seido' " bringe]) me of ^ia wo* and ich ow wole telle ■>□ ttw 
and lede wi'ISta'" 

284 per-as ich wene* fat ^ Roode beo', as my fader me ^°JJ,j2™' 
Hede " : 
po he out of prieun com' mid muche folk he wende S'*'*'"^ 

To (>e place fwr }» Roode was-, as his fader him kende; <«mup* 
po he to )« place com* A-doun he sat on kneo, 
288 Lord he seide*, " jif hit is aoip- )iat |>ow Qod and Hon beo, 
And ]>at' ^w of Marie veore i-boren' send ts noa )>i 

grace 
Snm toknynge- ]>at ve fyude mowe' ]>e Boode in ]>is 
place " : 
IT Anon- ))0 Indaa )iiB bone hedde- to -n lord i-bede, 
292 pe Hul bi-gon to qwake* and out of one stede ' 

A" smoke sprong oat" and wende an heij-, and mnche JlJ,2JJ|3.'' 

place fblde, 
Swettore Jnng nas aeuor non' )ren |ie smoke smnldef 
po ludas JOB i-sayh- londe he M-gon to crye, 
296 "Ihesua is one Almihti God", i-bore of Mayde Uaiiej 
Wood is- ])at eni o|Hir by-leeuef as i-chabbe mony a day, 
Taken i-chnlle to Cristendom- ich forsake Gywene lay": Jj^^, 
He let him cristene hastiliche- and ))o he i-cristened was, ^'^^|^'*°' 
300 He let hiwt nempnen Quiriak' fat er- he hette Indas": ft"**^ 
V po nomen heo spade and ' schonele' and ner )« place ' us. imd. 
wende, 
Deope heo goone to delue' {ler as |>e smoke ont wende; 
So fat heo founden Boo4le3 freo* Jk) heo hedden i-dolnen '^" ctomm 
loi^fe, ' 

304 pe Boode )iat God was on i-do' and )>at }>e twey fenea 
were on an honge 
Bi-syden tt lord' him to schende', ac be nnste whuch of 
)« )>reo 
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'wtiidi ^"^^ ^'*'' ''™y" f*** ''^ BOjte; wnch' it my^te be 

• Ae. Jmj' iia)>eles M uome alle |ire! iuk2 toward tonne 

bere 
•goa*. To eleTue Jie gode quenef wij> wel glade* chere 308 

>att^ K )>e vei ate' heie non' ! me gan t^en hem' bnnge 

• bi'^ban. ^ ^^ fe'^^gl """o T "° ber«' I toward burifuge 
•iwoiMo Quiriao nom |>e one* rodef and ef[t]9one )« o))Br 

'"•pe. And letde vp'* )>i8 dedeman f ac be ne aroB Tor 312 

nojw 

Hi leide )>e ]:nidde him opon '. and be aroe wel 
blywe 

And bigan to jMiiky godee Bonef )>at brojte bitn from 
»**«. dejj" to IjTie 

B^Sutan ^"^ ^'^'^ ^ deuel jollynge" uorff [oncT] loiide be gan" 
ufeudaiui grede 

uAirHHR jUaa non ia my my^te idof euermo" he eede 316 

uiDa. Ihenu jhesui wat ^ncetonf af folc to )« lede 

H (w hut btr pon liagt her in-warde ijeue man '. ))mg" fot icA me«t of- 
fj^ drede" 

uwbHa. poru wan^' ieA was verst onereomef tmd nou icham al 

[ibronjt] to grounds 
jjihDB. Alaa >ulke aori wiile"f f«* »*"■ "^ «"*' ifonnde 320 

Vor Inabbe power non so gret f anerf* among manne ' 

Jif hi make)> |>e foonne of )w croysf fwit Ine mot anon 
|)anne 
uidiinL per-uore ichot** Tpat ecb manf wole son ^ bo^ ise 
«nukat>. prKt )« croys me ha|i*' ouercome '. and al bilene me 324 

« )dni«. Alas ala§ Jiia " tyme '. Eou icA worji [al] vor-eake 

M on n. ludas ludaa wat was [le f wi wostoa )ius on ** take 

BiHDtaniiM. pom )>at*° ludas was ibote ! ibeaut to de)>e ieA 

brojte 
■ idiiru. And ^m Indas icham** onercome f and ibro^ to 328 
> uiun. nojte 

" omrtS. Me ne tid " neuereft " strenc)* " non i bote eny mow 
»8iij. wole'* wij)" wille 



nvJtebin 



> paie ie fleecf is soule vorte spille* 



tizedoy Google 



EOU PE HOLY CBOS WAS X-FOUNDB. 45 

pe holy Crois |)at heo eoubteii' whach of )« )>reo bit 

mihte l>eo j 
Ac nobeles ieo nomen alle brec and toward tonne hem *'*'^'^ 

IjCPe JuuatND, 

308 To Eleyne )« goode Qweene- wi|» wel glade chere; 
Bi |)at hit was heij non' me goa ajejn hem britige 
A ded Mouuea bodi* vppon A here- to-ward bur^ge ; ""'J^tL,,. 
Quiriak nom yia o Rode* and eft-sone )« o{»er, tarpt. 

812 And leyde rppe )>i8 dede Mon-, ao he ne a-ros for ^^"^'^^i 
nouber ' "" ^^■ 

He leyde fe fridde him Tppon- and he a-roB wel blyue, ^^"'^ 
And bi-gou to ))onke Qodes eone' jMit liim bronhte to uwcorpieio 
lyue: 
V po com [« deuel ;elljnde for))- loude he gon crie and Tbe D«n 
grede, ud 

316 "AUafl non is my power a-go'," her-after more he eede; """^ 
"Jhema Thesua- what ))enkeatou', Alle folk to ^ lede, Jl^S^ 
pou hast here in Monnes watde* )iing |iat ich meat drede, 
poTw whom- ich fdnt was onercome* and non I- aui al to 
grounde ; 
320 Alias Jmlke son while* |iat heo was eoere i-founde, 

For ich nabbe nou- power so gret' en eor)« a-mong 

Mennej 
Jif me fomrme]) enes Jie Crois- anon ich mot go )>eoim^ 
per-fore ich wot )>at eueri mon- wol non )>e so)>e i-se, 
324 pat )w Crois me b&y ouercome- and al my power bi-nome 
me; 
Alias |iat ich ])la tyme i-sayh- nou ich wor)) al forsake I 
ludas ludas- what was ])e- whi woldestou )>iis on take, 
porwh on ludas )>at was i-hote- Ihento to de]>e wa^ AJnduiud 

. , , , ijjgughlJs — 

I'brouht, lo dHih. I 



nonht ; 
Streng|« ne wor)> me neuer non* bate eny mon wole mid 

wille 
Semen me to payen his fleach- his soule forte spille; 



bronghtto 
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>whu. Wen^ my Btrenj^ is me byaomiaf voodi icA mot \midl 

■MiiMii Ami mjd tresoa )if ich may', eaj man to me wymie* 332 

>),ii. I ue may her no leQg bileue! ror |Kit' me [ienche)> longe 

• '*■ iBi ^*"^ 1^** oroys )Krtj is me so' ntyf In pyue icham wel* 
° fo"' Btronge 

' bmuM. Qo henne ^ anon qna^ ladas f ne com her neoareft 

• tamfm bat more * 

[foi. es.] I-founde it is ]>d it late bef )>at onsrcome ha)> al* ]A 336 

\r"^ ' lore 

He ])at ber {its dede man! from de)ie brojte to lyae 
Pnlte ))e [ber] wi)> is power f lu-to belle grounde blyue 

"K Huche was yat" loie of t>e croisf fpat [men] made" t>o 

"°''^* t«re 

uul Wi]) gret Bong ornt^ pracesaio&f )>e qaene hi it" bere 340 

ludas nom J>o eristendomf atui j>o he ibaptised was 

jjnemni. He let hin» nempne'* qwiriac f Jwt er" bet Indas 

''o- pe quene of seiner and [of] gold! an" riche scryne 

"omiiitd. ^nd" of jymmes presionse^'i aaid J>e rode ^er-on hrojbe 344 
wVps. Vp" |« hnl of caluaiy! Jwr hi f« rode foonde 

>>|i«. A noble cbirdu heo let rere! ibered be )>iilke'° stouTide 

Bdesinds. JJo deBired[e]*' ^ qnene much«! after f« nules {ire 

War-wi]) our lord vaa! Inailed to )>e tre S48 

*i)sode. Quiriac ]>at bet er ludas! wende'' to {« place 

As |>e crois ifounde was i and bad our lordes grace 
pot be jif ia wille wer« ' ye )>re ntules bii» sende 
pe nailee wi)) gret lijtinge '. out of jie er]>e wende 352 

abau. Qairiac )K>iikede onre lord cnst '. wi)) gret loie be is" 

Jnd tok bem eleyne )« gode qnene ! {>o he to hire coul 
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Wton my Btrei^;)« is neih by-nome' fbnde ich mot wif 
ginne 
332 And mid tremin jif ich may* eny Men to me vinue ; 
I' may bere no lengore bi-leue* tor fiis me ]>inke]) longe, 
For )ie Croia ]iat ia me bi-fore- in peyne ich am wd 
stronge" : 
T IndaB aeide', "so henne a-non* na cam boa here no JuduMdi 

° ' Bitan bagoDS, 

more, (w '"• p^ 

336 I-funnden is |>cih hit late beo' )>at ou«n»men ha^ al )>i 
lore; 
He yat her W )>e dede mon' fro de|> i-bronbt to lyue "Muciirtat 
Pnlt te wiji fi ponwer al- in-to hcHe wel blyne " : qufcuj into 

Hache was )>e loye of ^ Crois' ]iat mc J>o mode )>ere, 
340 Wi^ gret song* and proceBsioun' ]>e Qveene heo hire bere ; 
V lodas nom cristendom* and yo he i-cristened waa 
He let him nempne Qniriac' )>at er heihto ludaa: 
% pe Qveenb of Seluer and of Qold' A gret Schrine heo ib* Qumi 
vrouhte, "Win oT 

844 And of jymmes precioaae* and ]fe Boode ))W-Inne brou}to, !^^^^ 
Vppe )ie hul of Calnarie' (>ct heo )« Boode founde; thmiD. 

A Feir Chnrcbe heo lette a-rere- i-heried beo bulke Afaitdiurcii 

' ibatbrn 

stoonde ! tvna. 

IT po )« Qweene' desirede mncheV aftnr |)e naylea jTeo, Themha lent 
348 Wherwith tt lord waa- I-nayled to [w treo; Sli™ii!" 

Quyriac' l>at er bihte ludas- wende to |>e place, fcrtii»ii»iu. 

per as )>e Croia i-fbunde was*, and bad vr lord of grace 
pat God, jif his ville were*, ]>e ^reo Nayles Him sende ; 
352 pe Naylea' viy libtynge gret* Tp of ^ eor^ wende; juduiindi 

Quiriac ]>oukede Ihe«u orist* wij> gret loye he hem nom, 
And tok hem Eleyne ^ goode Qweene- }>o he to hire 
com; 
% pna was )« holy Roode i-fonnde* {w Jiridde day of May SSSJ,?' 
356 pat we dep^ in holichirche* ]« Holy Roode day; S»rtMi? 

Qniriac- ]»t )« holi Soode fond- Eisschop se{>))e he was, 
In heuene he ii nou seint Qnlriao* |)at forst hetto 
lodaa; 
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Iiatwu. ^1^ ^t>li 1^° ^'i^' ifonndef aa je wite]>* in may 

^"^- J J^K^'an-hanaed was* in septembref (>e holi rode day 364 

JJw^ Mony' ajer was' bitwenef rijt is |)ot we^ telle 

"hb» "-^^ ^1'*'' '*''* ^'^ "t'*''' ■ ""I't'*' bileue I nelle 

^Jj^***" A kyng (>«■ was in perce l>o*! coadroe waa iB name 

• OTciMdu Criatemen |i(tt* he fond f be brojte alle^ to echame 368 
■•wsi]. Wi[> his power he won'" also! alle )>e londes" [ler aboute 

po he com to ierusdlem f of jie sepulcre he waa in 

ntonMd. pat OUT lord" was on" ileid f anon ao be J>ia iaci" 

uEuhlij. Tor al ia power Jiat was so lujter^f he ne dorste" come 372 

MbofM. Jw nei" 

If tiidu. Ac* a partie of {« auete croys i )>at Sot'nfe Eleine ^eder^ 

u ft)e I no- He tok wifi him' and wende iqen f nammore |>udtif ^* he 
'^*^- ne Iwjte 

Of ))iilke tre he was wel* fnmt i })ei he* him-eulf lu|wr'' 
wera 

A awi]>e hei tour of gold and seluerf he let him aone 376 

• lOfann. rew** 

■ isbIoium. yjtnmea and atones ^reaiova'^i )«r-&boute he let do 

»|M>taiTvi. pe fourme of sonne and mone' and of* st^rrea^ also 

"tazuoi. Scjne as it hem-sulf verei and tame*" aboute vaste 

x^Vmidra. As }>OQdring** he made" eke uflef ^at muche folc" 380 

ae mfiiii msa. agaste 

"iw. pom" Bmale bolea myd qaeyntisef Jwt water ofte'* )>ere 

oBe. He made" Talle adoun to growndeJ ri5t aa it reyn were 

"[M^*.] -^ T«Tior)i aa coujie eny man: make** myd queyntiae 
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By-«eche we fe holy Koode' pat broubte |>e deuel to [foi.ao, 
grotmde, BeHwh Us 

360 And eeint Quiriac- and seint Eleyne', {rarwh wtom beo Bt. aniriu 
was i-foujide, tiSJSSs't 

pat beo bi-sechen God for vs', t^ on Jie Boode ecbedde ^^^,'"'' 
bis blood, 
: we mote to 
and god. Amen* 

PE boli Roode was i-founde' as je witeji in May, ^^'' 

Honoured he was sef>|«' in Septembre' )>e holi Jj^'" 
Rode day; ™'E'^" 

Mony a jer Jwr was by-twene', rijt is |iat we telle, SenMmter. 

Hou fis feste was by-gonne- for-so)ie lyjen i nulle : 
A kyng |ier was on eor])e )k>-, Cosdre was his nome, metewua 
368 Cristene Men |)at be mihte fynde* he bronjt hem alle to coadn.B 
Bcbome ; christiBiiB. 

yfi)f his la|i0r power he won alw al ye londes )ier-aboute, Heeonqnmd 
po be com to lemsalem- of )ie sepnlcre be bedde doute, 
pat TT lord WBB Inne i-leyd' a-non so he )>is i-seib, 
372 For al bis power [lat waa so luj>er-jit ne dorst he come Hsesmeio 
Jier neib, »ndiook 

Ac a partye of |»e Bwete Crois- }iat seint Eleyne Jiider l^^l^ 
brouhte ™5^''* 

He tok wit> him' and wende a-jein' no more ])idere be f"*"^- 

ne )>oahte; 
Of ]>ulke treo" be was wel proud-, [eib be him-self b^iene 
were, 
376 A- Bwi)>e beq tour of Gold and Seiner- he let him sone HL'T^' 
a-rere, 
Of jimmes- and of atones precious- Jier-aboute he lette do; 
Eonrme of Sonne' and of Mone- and of Sterres also indimitated 

Schinen-, as bit hem-self were-, and tomen a-boute faste, JJ^JJ^'^^^ 
380 And )iundringe be made ek' fat Jw folk ofte a-gaste, b^Jk"' 

Mid smale boles ]iorwb queyntyae' }iat watur ofte J«re ^Mietand 
He made bit ofte to grounde falle- as )>eij bit Reyn were, 
As ferforfi as cou|>e eny mon' make mid queyntyse, 
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pe foanne as it an heueue Ter« ! he made* on* alle wise 384 
Wende aboute lajd' quejntise ! and as rejn afbe reTne* 
Ae me such wel aelde lujier prute'f come to gode' fine 
Anoaewar ie' tonr amydde al J>iB f is' aege he let rera 
In is rijt half he made an sege i is on sone he aette 388 

To eitte him-sulf as''' a god! in faenene as |i^ it wen 
As it were in stude of godes sone '. Jxit; non defaote 



uto'ttai ^ ^ lifthalf he made" ano)>er ', a nair cot he let vette" 

£jSinb.. ^" ^""^^ ** I* **"'• 8™*' '" " lifthalf bi him" sette 392 

UHto. ■^*^'* sat him-aulf al amydef ]« Under as )>ei it wbm 

"mocba. jj»(2 sonc oW holi gost hiside! gref pnite was )>ere 

unuiits. Non was )>ia a wonder" hynef oru^ a wonder god also 

° *;-^ ^nd" ener me )>enc]> he was abast*J and also** him com to 396 

^J^^ Eraclius ]« empsronr Jwt mstene was of rome 

"SaiiiiidB. ^ 1''" mysnarynge prut«£ hurde** telle Home 

MinRcda. Wif is ost he wende in-to is londf and worrede** on him 

uaaf« 

■ osdtwd. In is heuene he** sat as a godf )>at noting him ne 400 

agaste 

'mSui. So Jwt is eldest** sonef he het wende*' ate'laste 

"•lid. Ajen |>e emperonr wif** is ostf and of** Jw load him 



■'o^' ^"^ ^"^ ^° dedejned" nojt Tor him^f of is henene 
Si'Sii. eno" alijte 

ITammore** J>en it were a godf wif er|iliohe men" to 404 

fi;te 
His oyer'^ sone wi])^ is ost: ^en ]>e emperoor wende" 
po hi toward jie*' batail come ! hor ei{>er to o]>er aende 
pot hi bitwene hem-snlne twof jie^ batail scholde do 
And al hor ost" stonde and biholde '. and none*" come 408 
|Mrto 
wbtda And we{>«r of hem abone** weref habbe scholde (>e myjte 



nt>l>OiDU>i 

»omltle4 



:pi, 



Id ifiar. Of oberes men imd al is lond '. after** is wHle dijte" 
obitdijta. 
"wM po |)is vorward ymod was** f harde*' hi smyte to grownde 
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384 pe fonrme as hit heneue irere' he made on alle wysej 



A-nouwarde his Tour' amidde el ^a' hia aege he lette 
a-rere, 

388 In his Biht half he made a sege- hia o sone he sette [>ere, 

To Bitten oone him-self' as a God' In henene* as beih nan* 

hit were : ooa the 

In-Btude aB ]>eih hit vers godes sonc ]>at no de-faute nere ; hu son 

In his Lufb half- he made a-no)<ur' and feir he lette fette ^dUie s 

392 lu-stude of )ie holi-gost', bi his Luft half' he him sette, »<« » tbir 

And Bat him-self a-middc )>e Fader as t>eih hit were ; wprasonie 

And Bone' and Holi-goat' bi-side* gret pruyde waa [lere : (Hiim. 



EBacliua Jw Emperour- )iat criBtene waa of Rome, Empsr 

Of yie mis farinde pruyde' he herde tellen ofte and ^^^ 
i-lome ; 

In-to hia lond* he wendo wi)> hia Ogt- and werrede wiji «ndma 

hiiw wel faste; co»dr». 
400 In his henene he sat as a Qod', aa {leih him no-liing no 



Eitn ne d^nede not ones for him* of his heuene a-lihte, nut tm 
404 No more J>en hit weore a God- yd} er[>liche mon to Bmpmw 

fihte ; Bligbt from 

His soQO' a-jein }>e Emp«ronr' mid his Ost he sende, 
po he to |)e Batayle come* er ei)>er to o|>er wende, 
pat heo bi-twene hem-selue two' |>e Batayle acholde do, 
408 And al heore Oat' stonde and bi-holden' and no mon ^'^^^™ 
come |>er-to, Enoiiuj, 

And whe|>er of hem so a-boue were' habbe scholde jje 

mihte 
Of )>e ojierea Men' and his lond' after his wille dihte; 
po fe forward waa ymad' to-gedere heo smite to grounde, 
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imkktds. And fojte as it vaa Iior rijtef ontf made' harde 'wouTide 4)2 

• udBtM Ate' laate f« emperoTirf (>en o|wr ouercom 

^n<J aa vorward vae al is folc' In is baundone nom 

• ""^taul -^w^ 'fit hem oriatny ©chon'f and siwy afW his' wille 

• omiit*!. jiTwi [lis lujier kyng eat euw atotnf in ia heuene vel' 416 

stille 
As a* god and nuete nojt f {lot he was byne)>e ibrojt 
■toMt, And BO Tuele his men bim louede '. fiett bi ne wamde* 

him nojt 
*la. pis emp«rour him. wende Tor|>f in-to' yie heuene an hei 

• mnd. He' Yond him sitte m a god '. his eone him eat wel ney' 420 
>xbi ney Heil be bou he eede boa '" false eod ' in bin falee heuene 

WH.gmlttli* ' r o r 

ta»tm. ifouwfe 

ui)«t>Dij. Xjm ))in sone and )>in holi gostf Tor je be]> ney" 

aawoande 
pin-w.] Bi himi jwt (kjo I>e makeBt"* after f I>ot )>o1ede uor ous" 
B ]»i«ia wounde 

Bote fou wole on Mm bileae '. ^oa achalt [her] i» aetonnde 424 
b^m. ^' "y bond" Jiolio dej) f and )ii prute be ibronjte to 

grounde 
» omitted. Vor al Jiin heuene Inele bilenef ne" uor mark ne pounde 
Nai sertes qaa)> ^w o)>er t |>ou ne schalt me [nbjt] so lere 
^jdb^woh p_^j. jpijn]]g aboye" to eny manf bote he herre^' ^en 428 
i««3«w.' ioA wew 

pe emp«four dron out is swerd f and smot of is beaed 
rijt ])er« 
u teoH- His jonge sone )>at sat hint bi f Jwt was in ia te]>e'' jera 
» ™"!f ^ ^^ ^^^ l*™" cnstny and make" kyng f of al is fader lond 

His men he jef al ))at seiner clonliche f ]>at be ))er 432 

uond 
Kyd ^ gold and myd ^ seluerf |>at be Tond also |>ere 
pe chirchen |>at |>e otwr hadde deetmedf )>er-wi)i be let 

J^lj^y" j4»d made alond** Jwr" wel bilened! and libbe in" 

"SJ™"*' godea lawe 

"nSS^ AUe l""* "olde twrne to god*' '. he" br<qte sone of dawe 436 
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412 And foujten aa heore rijte waa* and maden harde 'woonde, 

Ac atte laate' be Emperour- >e obur ouer-eom mdhii 

J ' ^ r kingdom (ea 

And al his folk', as forward was', Id his baaadan aom, ^^'* 
IT He lette cristen eueiichone' and suwen him to hia wUle; HewmMited 
416 pis lujier tyng sat euere a-tom' In his heuene wel stille, ^^^. 
Ab a God' and nuate not' jMit he vaa bi-nejie i-brouht, 
And so vuel he was bi-loued of his men* \ai heo nolden 
him telle nonht ; 
IT pis Emperour him wende for])' in-to his heuene an heih, ^JtS*"^"*' 
420 He fond him sitte {>ere aa a god- hia aone him eat wel £|;^™"" 

"Heil," he s^de*, "dre false god' in )>iB ialse heuene 

1-founde, 

Mid (>y sone* and mid Jiin hori-gost'* je bet> neih a- ■ wo borf 

Bwounde ; ™'r si""** ^ 

Bi him l>at Jwu makest )« aftur' |jat for t8 Jiolede wounde, |^^^ ^^^ 

424 But ]»u wolle on him bi-leeue' ^u schalt here in a stounde JJJ^beUevs 

Of myn hond [>ole def" and |ii pruyde ben i-brouht to chrijt" 

grotrndej 
For al l)in heuene y nul bi-leuc ne for Mark- ne for 
pounde" ; 
IT "Nay Certee," qu[o]d |«fl o^', "{k)u ne schalt me not cutm 
so lere, °i»fi 

428 pat ich to eny mon achule a-bonwe' bote he herre Jwn 
ich were": 
IT pe Emp«n>ur drou} out his swerd' and smot of his hed ^"'^'''' 
riht ^e : 
His jongeate aonc |)at bi him sat' )iat vas in his ten))e Htawn.tm 
jere, "" f»pti»ii.' 

He let him cristene and make kyng' of al his fader lond ; 
432 His Men he jaf al )>at seiner- ]iat he ]iere fond, 
U Mid ]>e Gold and riche ])inges' J>at he fond |>ere; 

pe chirches |>at )>e schrewe destruyde' he lette Jxr-wif vp ^^^^^ 

-'«". is,. 

And made al Jiat lond in god bi-leeue' ^we in Godes lawe ; 
436 AUe )>at nolde tume to God' he broujt hem sone of dawe : 
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iBodfc pe holi croia' {wt he Tond {wref Jwt god iraa on ido 

Adoun he uom wi^ grei honurf amd ladde vi|> turn also 

ibqigh. To (w boruj' of iersMaUm f and f>o he com (>er bi^de 

Vp J>e hul of olyueti an etouiide he gan abide 440 

AI \ai folc aboute him com! wi)< gret hoaur myd alle 

'^'iS; -^^ [wnkede god of jwt' caa! |>at hem dnde* J>er Hnalle 

• •]«. pat )ie Hwete holi erois ! ajeii'' moste come 

pat ]« lu]>w kyng coadroe! hem hadde er bynome 444 

'wMidoi» pe emperour Trende adoun )w hul' wi)) vair priweBsion 
Jbms. pen' wei Jxrt onr lord wendef toward is' passion 

• bur]. po he com to )^ boru;*! <vnd woldc In ate jate 

Hoi*. a uair miracle our lord" sendef bat be ne moete com In" 448 

Mlouerd. 

usTfaaam. ]>«r-ate 

ujKTwm. Vor !« stones Jwt wera fer** aboue: adoun anon alijte 

%St^ Jwd bi )« wal etode euene uorJi^J Jwt nomon In ne 

m^te 
Sori was ]>is emperourf and al is'* folc also 
And dradde l>at hi vnworjie" were ' such holi fiwg to do 452 
per was wop and cri'* Inouj '. on god )iat he hem sende 
8om gT^EtCB jif is wille were! )iat hi eaneliche In wende 
po" stod an angel ouer'° [« jate ! a croia he hnld an 

honde 
Sire emp^ronr he sede Jmlke tyme! ^ai our lord" was her 456 

alonde 
po he com In at )iis jate f to be to de]>e ido 
Yp an" eeli asee he rod '. and^ in feble clo^ also 
He ne com^ wi^i no gret nobleie ! so" as |)ou dost nou 
Wif riche clojiee ne o]w prute f Jwi he were as hei as 460 

]»u 
Mid t>is word he wende ^en )iiB emperour'^ anon 
And lijte adoun and alle is clo|>ea ! caste of euerichon 
Anon to is eccrte anrf** is breehe! sore wepynde wi])" 

alle 
pe stones arise yp ajen^ ! \ai were adoun lualle 464 

And Xk" euerich in is ri^te stude! as hi hadde er ido 
And )« jat np as it was er ! )>e wei clene also 
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pe boly Crois bat he fond here- bat vr lord was ouue i-do. Ha took iii« 

AhJooq he nom vi^ gret honour and ladde -m^ him alao 

To (>6 Borwh of IeitMa1«m', and )>o he com |>er bi.Bjde and brongbi 

440 Vppe I>e Hul of Olyuete- a stounde he gon a-byde; i^"^S'it 

Al Jie folk a-boQte hin* com- mid gret honour wiji-alle JKm^ 

And iKinkeden God" of {lat caa* )«t hem was hi-fsUe, ''"**^ 
pat )>e swete lioli Crois' a-;etn moste come, 

444 pat )>e lu|iur kyog Cogdre- hem hedde er H-uome ; 

IT A-doua of {re hul wende )>e E^peroiu" mid feir praceaBiou Then witb % 

pnlke wey jat vr lord wende' to-ward his passion ; S!^"* ** 

po he com to |« horwh- and wolde in atte jate cmmwi 

448 A feir Miracle vr lord sende- )iat he ne mihte in )>er-ate ; 

For J« stones Jiat a-bonte were' a-doun a-aon a-lihte SonMofis* 
And stoodrai enene a-boate H )« oj^ir wal- J>at no mon SSd^S 

i« ^« .»:Li^ about, and 

in ne mibte ; preveaud 

Sori was \6 Emperonr- and al his folk also entHtaptm 

462 And dredden {>at heo not wor)ii weoren* a such holy ^nUiem. 
Jiing to do ; 
pw was wepynge and cri i-nonh on god' Jwt he hem sende 
Satn grace', ^if hie wills were', jiat heo to )ie Borwb 
wende ; 
If po 8t<>d jier-bi an Anngel- a Crois hee heold an honde : ^^^^^ 
456 "Sir Emi««>ur," he seide-, "bulke tyme- bat tt lord udnboked 

"^ ' " ' IhtEmpsrort 

was bere a-londe, piida. 

po he com in atte jate" to dej>e to hen i-do, 
Vppon a sely Asse he Bod' in feble clo|nia also. 
He com wi]> no gret nobleye' eo as )>ou dest now, 
460 Wi]) riche olo|>us- ne wij ojier pruyde', )>eih be were as 
heih as Jwu"; 
IT Mid jiis word he wende a-jeyn- [« Emperoor a-non ^^'^idf"* 

A-lihte a-doun' and his clolnis' of caste enerichon, SuTrtiirtr 

Anon to his schurte' and bis Brech' sore weopinde wit" 
alle; 
464 pis stones risen vp e.y>ja.- |)at weren er doun i-falle, ^SLSS*™. 

And lay Tohe in his ribte stndc as heo bedden er i-do, ™™"^ 
And |)at jat opene as hit was er' and jie wey clene also; ^IISJ*"*' 
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ww^oda P^ emperoar {te swete rode nom^f tmd al anote* In 

.tow. bar 

p™"*- pat folc B»rede Hwi wifi gret preoe' '. gret loio omrf blisse* 468 

odbiiiw. was Jar 

tmtmjL Anon )ier com so snote Bmul'! as it tram heuene were 

^cmiroy p(,j; ^j j^^ coMtreic* fulde i onrf alle {xit atode^ {wre 

i^- pe emperoor ber |>at' eroya! in-to )« temple aa hei 

HoMtuBtft-. He gan e;^ge Jiis nywe'song' byuore'" alle {wt were ]>«■ 472 
wtotoio. ' ney 

JUS^ pou croye brijtore to jiia wordle^* f )ie» alle Jie aterren 

pon art to hononii to fi^ menf oruf awel to louye 
n?."" tre». 

"tin (Hi. Holier Jjcm alle" Jiingf Jwu one wor])i were 
wmnLtuS. pot (>on Jie frut" of aP' fie wordll al one vp jie^^ bere 476 
»»!», pou mete tre )«rt bere on [«: [le auete nayles {>re'* 

i> burdwn. And |>e Buete ber]>ene** of godes aone ! ]>at was ido on 

!:■►•"• t.- . .. ■■ 

"b« Saue nou al {>ifl ctwnpanyef (xrt igadered her" ia 

"B^" And here to-gadere to-dw" ibnqt ; in >in herynge 480 

"omitted. pis aong aong )« emperourf Jw* wel" ia jut Tnde?^onde 
"irtiui. Vor jut me it syngefi i» holi chircbei wen" me bere|> Jw 

crois an homle 
"mdjiBt, pat" folc honoured ek fe crois J aa me" myjte cwne 
jwrto 
WiJ> offring onti eke" wi]> aong J ewwi wifi o^ melodie 484 

also 
pie was Jw holi rode dayT fwt in septembre is 
"htililiMiB. peruore me halwej> jut }«» " dai : in holi cliircbe 
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pe EmperaoT nom jfie ewete Bode* and al a fote him 
beer; 
468 pat folk Bswede him wi)> gret prta- gret loje and blisse 
was l)er, 
Annn |Mr com BO Bwote a Bmul' as ])ei hit from heaene a mtt 

were, fmnlKwm. 

pat al hit smulde wi^ gret loye* ]>at in [« cuntre weten 
J^re; 

% pe Emperour bar (lis ewete crois* in-to ]» temple an li^, ?^^^^ 

472 He gon singe Jiie newe song- bi-foren alle Jmt weore ]>er ^*' 

"cih : *,Cg™S» 

-IE Crois brijtore to yia world" ])en Alle (« sterres ""tapwpK 



"T^E Crois 
X beo, 



pen art to honoure of alle men* and mnche to lone of iDbanoDTQf 

ths Holy 

alle treo j Rood. 

Holiore ])ou art )>en al Jut is* for |ion one wor]>iore were, 
476 pat |>oii )« tresor of al ]>iB world' al one vppe )>e here; 
pow swete treo' f>at here on {«■ )« awete Nayles also, 
pe swete bur)>ene' of Godus sone* |)at on )ie was i-do, 
Sane nou al Jiia cumpanye* |)at i-gederet her ia, 
480 And here to-day to-gedere i-brouht' in {lin heryinge i- 
wia": 
% pis song soong |>e Emp«rour' )>at wel ia vnderatond^ 

For jit me hit singe]) in holichirche* whom me bereji ^t iKiMHinnv 

crois an honde; chmob. 

Al )«t folk honurede ek' )>at Crois- bo feire bo heo 
mihten do, 
484 WiJ) o&ni^es' and wi)> song* and wi)i ofiure melodyea 
also J 
% pjfl was )>e holi Rode day fat in Septembre is nmimitb* 

perfore me honoured in holicliirche' jmlke day jit i-wis : HsIt Rood, 
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WnLTi.] ClEjn qniiiao )>ot bbcop wbb'. prechede godes lawe 
t htm iqi)« of lulion f>e 1n)«r emp«roar f brojte Mm of lif dawe' 488 
' f"b«, Vor )« Huete rode Jxit he fond f and uor' men {laf ]wrto 

- droiij 
To bilene men* on ibesu cmt! uor be it bnld al vovf 
SmU qnimc was t>o biuore ye emp«rour ibrojt 
■ bu* He bet him bileue on bor matunef'f emd )>o* he nolde 492 

nojt 
•MmiTM. Hia rijt bond he smot* of vtratf ic% do be aede ])U 

• F(v tu< Vor' hast ofte iwrite )>«7--vi^ i ajea our lawe iwia 
>mS^ pou ^di' hound qnafi Bant quiriac '. wel bastou do bi me' 

• ■!» gods Of B good }K)]t' )ioa were wel vndwatonde f wel aujte ieh 496 

blease ye 
wbjnjnn VoF bjnome is me" ]>ulke lyme f jwt me baj) ofte to 

"ichbon*. Vor ichabbe'* ofte iwrite* jwr-wifi igen ibeni orietea lawe 
"whDa. pe wule^ icA was a In)>er^' giw '. tmd on him ne bilenede 

n<qt 
^^ po yJB emperour isei"! )>(it be nolde" tume is )>03t BOO 

u [^« noit ■^^ made him drynke led iveld i <md In is nion)> balde*' 
"hmd.."'' " it j,ej^ 

Euar sat pia gode monf aa him no^iing nere 
jjgiedube. Vp a gfedird hi" leide him se)i))e f ouw" a gret ftir anti 

strong 
ufcndi. Vo roeti aa me de]> verst" flesc '. grece was ])er among 604 
*^°^' Vor" jwt fiir was al of grece*^ '. and col" imd Bait waa 
"«"»■ ek Jwrto 

" fbriirmd. Arid of 18 flesc bot wa8 Torbamd" '. be wounden hi aelte** 

•munrJe. algo 

"omitw. po" he" ne mijt« |>«^wij> tume is (lojt ! ne to dejie him 

bringe 
» ifu. He" Jiojte jif he"^ mijte him tume ! wif eny oyar gynne** 608 

yinge 
Quiriac be sede bi]>ench |>e bet '. and do aft«r my lore 
bonon. And jif yon nelt bouure our gode6**f bote jxm woUe do 

more 
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Cl^nt Quiriac Jie BisBchop" prechede Qodus lawe : ShSS" 

488 ^ lulian ]>e luJ>Mr Emperour* brouht him Befifie of dawe, <J«i'»i**. 
For )« Iioli Boode* [>at he fond', and for he men )>«--to 

dronh 
To bi-leene on Ibemi criat' for al he beold hit iroah; 

po fe Emp«ronr hedde eeint Quiriac bi-fore him i-brouht ^jJJJJ,'^ 

492 He bad him leeuen in heor Maumetea', and Jw he nolde J^Ji^i"™ 

nouht, Sl^^nSi' 

His riht bond he let fiinrt of smyte- And al i-do he Z^JJiE**" 

aeide |ria : — SS^i^Sbwi 

"For )«u hast wel ofte' J>er-wi]j i-write- ^ein n lawe " ' 

IT "pou gidi hound-" eeide {lis gode iiou; "wel hastou 

i-do by me, 

496 Of my good ]>Dn weore wel vuderstonde' wel onjt i 

blesse ]>e, 

For bon hast bi-nome me bulke lime* bat ha> me ofte HanfohBd 
* ■ J r- r juiu, 

to sunne i-drawe, bMRnwwtui 

^ Ual hand La 

For ich habbe t^r-wiji ofte i-write- a-jeyn Ihesu cristeH lawe, "»* ""Wn 
pe while )>at ich was Qyew and on him bi-leeuede nouht :" ^''''^■ 
600 po ]« Empwwir hMj ^t he nolde- nout tomen his [louht htawMil? 
He jaf him drinken welled led' and in his mou)i helde baui^tajurtu 

|>ere, '*°™'- 

Eaere sat t>is gode mon* as |>eib him n6|)ing nere; 
Vp A Qledeire te leide him ae\i]^ ohm- a gret fair and J^^^ 
strong, .griai™. 

504 To Eosten as me def versch flesch* grees was fer Among^ hS^SST'^ 
For ^t fair was' al of Col- and grece' and ^t salt was '^^^ 

eke }w-to, 
And of flesch )>at was eke for brend- |)e wonndes he 

Balte also, 
po heo ne mihte torne per-vi^ his ^onht- ne to de^ him 
bringe, 
508 Heo bi-lKiuhten hem- yi heo mihte' wi)> eny ojwr ))inge j omid not 
^ " Quimc" he selde' "yenk on )>i-Belf' and do aftur my lore, determiu. 
Jif fou nnlt not* vr godes hononre- bote ^ow woUe more, naain ■ 
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■iriuiiu ^' ^ ^ ''"'^ cmtene uc^t*{ and ichnlle' de-bon«r 

• )« mnrig ijf ^ncf Mnrilif* lion schalt lede' and )>at )>on schalt ise 612 
■ noida ftftar Vo gode Taon nolde da after Hm bo'! a caudron he let 

hlmao. ' "^ „ ' 

fuUe 
"l«oni«it«. Wit" sefimg oUe vol Inouj f and let him Jwr-Inne pulle* 
' I*. pffr-Inue be se)) fien^ godemon f Torte he weri was 

h^s^'* pe godemon herede our lord oriat^! and itot>e* worse 61S 
CS^ be" ma 

So )>at )>e empsroar isei '. ]>at he ne mijte him oner- 
come 
'^^^ Wif> ft Bwerd he smot him Jjom |>e herte" ! (w" he was 
uud|». oyt inome 

BBLTii.] ^n<J is aoule to henene wendef after yia tonnentynge 

Qod nor ]>e lone of 8eint quiriac f to )inlke Jote ous 620 
briiige. 



tizedoy Google 



LIFE OP ST. t^UIEUC. 61 

Sej |)at )Kia ntut* criatene nout- and idi irolle de-boner beo, 
612 And marie Iff )>ou schalt lede |>er-afterward-, and )iat 
pou schalt i-seo " : 
po |>e gode mou noMe don after Mm*, a Candran he nMjum 

lette fulle oiUdronol* 

bl^llDgDU, 

Wiy OyW and let hit 8e|>en faete* and let him t>er.Inne 

per-Inne he se]) )w gode Mon' forte J>at he weri was: 
516 pe gode Mon heriede Tr lord euere and nener )« Trorse bnthama 
him nas; Smle,"" 

po {le Emperour i-sauj' ])at he ne mihte him bo oner- 

Wit& a Bwerd he smot him )iorwh ]« herte' ))0 he was naine/ 

of t« B^>e inome; Swvfatba 

His Boule wente to be loje of heuene* aftur his tor- »ai mn to 
' ' ■ bwm. 

mentynge, 

520 Crist for |>e lone of Beimt Qoiriac' to )>nlke loje tb 

bringe A. M. £. N. ! 
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m. 41 ee. foi. 
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III 

THE STORY OF THE HOLT ROOD*. 

Y-kB morte primi ptnentU Ade 

et da incepcione cruda ClirUtt. 
When adam oure form &der dere 
Was of elde nj^eu hundretli jere, 
And )>&rto [tliritt]y*, Jian he keud 
pat liis life drc^h nere ]ie end ; 
pan said he vntiU eue, "|ioq sail 
All mj Sims bifor me coll, 
pat I may blia Jiam or I dy." 
And ala he bad scho did in hy ; 
Scho cald []>ain] vnto liim ^t tid^ 
pu come and stode all him biside, 
Als he in bia sekenes lay, 
And Tnto him. )>Qs gan |)ai say : — 
"Fader, what harm es )« on hand, 
pat ^u ee in \i bed ligand, 
And irharto hastou cald ts hederl" 
pan said he to {lam al to-geder; — 
"SnnB," he said, "I far ful ill. 
Of pine and sorow I find my fill." 
And \bX answerd and aaid ogaine :— 
"Fader tell vb what es payne, 
And how it ea eorow to bane. 
Say vs {re suth, so god )>e saue; 
For whils we in )>is werld haue bene, 
Of sekenea haue we seldom Bene." 
pan sud setb, " for suth I trow, 
Fader, |)at |)0u jemes now 
Of paradis fruit forto ett; mare, 
Of ])« whilk |>ou has etin are ; 
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And ]>arfor ligges ]iou sorowand sweI) 
Bot eaj to me and I sail ga 
Bone Tnto paradis jate, 

32 And I eall grete ])are in ^ gate; 
I gall mak site and sorows sere. 
And so I hope god sail me her^ 
Ajid Bead Bum angell me to gete 

36 Sum of fat frnit |>at |)on wald ett" 
Adam Tnto eeth p&o telles : — 
"I jeme no &uit, ne no thing els, . 
Bot I hane dole vitli-owtea dout; 

40 And euil in al my lima obout." 
pan Biud Beth and )>ai all bidene, 
"We wate never what euil es to mene; 
Tell va what thing pe grene Jjub, 

44 Wharto suld [>ou laine fra vsl" 
Ala he lay [>an Jraa add he: — 
" A I my SUDS herkinB to me ! 
When god had made me vith his wiQ 

48 ^ovre moder ]>an he made me till; 
In poradia sone he tb sett, 
And gaf Ts leue al fimit to ett; 
He outtoke no thit^ bot a tre 

62 pat he fort^ed bath Mr and me; 
In middes of poradia it atode, 
And was knawing of ill and gade; 
pe est he put in my powst^ 

56 And fe north at my will to be. 

And till jowre moder he toke }>at tide 
Bath )ie west and fe sowth syde; 
And twa angela he toke vb till, 

60 Ts forto were fra alkins ill; 

Till on a tyme, sons, snth to aay, 
Oure angels went fra tb oway, 
Bifor god ]>aire wirschip to ma; 

64 pan [com] [« fende ]/at es onre &, 
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And in jowre moder fond he stede, 
And did hir do efter his rede; 
Sone Bcho ette, sIb he hir red, 
Of |)e fruit god tb bath for-bed; 
Bcho bed it me and I ette sum, 
And ]>iia bigon onre care to cum; 
pe geirard |)us gan hir bigile, 
And me also, alias |»t while I 
pan of oure work was god il pdd, 
And als sone vnto me he said : — 
'Adam, for {loa has left mj lare 
And broken )« bode (lat I had are, 
And mare wroght efter (li wife, 
pan efter me |iat lent \ie life, 
Vnto }>i bodi sal I send 
Bext; wowndea and tea to lend, 
Bight &a ]>i beuid vnto )ii hele, 
E^hen and eres and ilka dele ; 
And all yi lims on ilka side 
Witht sorowB sail be ocnpide.'" 
He said, "suns, god has sent |>ia thing 
Yntill Ts and all oure of-spring; 
Bot oure lord god almi^ty 
Said we auld haue oile of mercer, 
In t* werldes end, if we wald crane, 
Of all ))iB site ts forto saue ; " 
All on ^is wise when he had talde. 
He feled aorowa ful many-falde ; 
He cried and S£ud him self vnto, 
" Alias ! caytif what sail I do ; 
pat alike sorows er to me send. 
And hastno medsin me to mend!" 
When cue herd J«t he said swa, 
Bcho wepid and had fhl mekell wa, 
And vnto god fast gan scbo call, 
" Lord forgif me |>ir angers all 1 
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I wroght ^ verk, |>at wate I wele, 
WLarfore ve haae ]>is dole ilkdele." 
Scho pnued wiam on )>is manere, 

104 "Lord Iftt me haue Jn Borow sere, 
For eertes I did all )>e syn 
Wharfore {wu ea t>ir altera in." 
pan adam answerd hir vntill, 

108 " It may noght be wroght at cure irill, 
Onre lord of heuyn [lat has it send 
Thurgb his might be may it mend." 

Adam ^aa Tnto seth gan Bay : 
.._ " Sun of a thing I sal (« pmy> 

Forto wend ala I sail )« wys 
Tnto )>e jates of paradis. 
And at )« jates, when pou eamea right, 

116 pou sal mak sorow in goddes si^t; 
Fall to erth and powder f>e, 
And pray god Ijaue mercy on me, 
For ]>an par anenture send sail he 

120 Sum of his angels to )iat tre, 

Of wlu[l]k springes fe oile of life, 
pat medcyn es to man and wife, 
par forto send me sum dele, 

124 pan hope I |)at my care aal kele." 
pan anawerd aeth and stud in hy, 
"To do ))i will I am redy, 
Bot jie bufl teche to me )>e way, 

128 And what I sail to J>e angell say." 
Adam Baid, " buu tell him till 
How )iat I haue angera ill, 
And tell him also of ]>is thing 

132 How jiat my life es nere endings 
And pray him me to certiQ' 
Of )« «ile of mercy weterly, 
pe whilk god hight mo of his grace, 

13& 'When he me put out of ^t place; 
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If be now ^t sand to me will send, 
Of all m^ sorow it sail me mend:" 
"And Ban," be said, "I sail |>e say 
Wharby ])0U sail ken Tpe way: 
pon Ball sone find a grene gate 
Euyn vnto paradis ;ate; 
Wend estward atid for no thing let, 
Vntlll ^n in )iat way be set ; 
pan many fotesteps saltou se, 
Bath of )>i moder and of me ; 
For by |>at ilk way went we twa, 
pi moder and I with-oaten ma, 
When we war put out of ]iat blis 
To won in midelerth for oure mis; 
And ]>e sin of va twa Bllane, 
Was BO grete and god with-gane, 
pat in what stedes oure fete gan fall, 
pare groned nener gres, ne neaer sail, 
Bot enermore be ded and dri, 
And falow, and &de, for oure foly; 
pus saltou find, witb-outen mis, 
lU^t to )>e ^ateB of paradis." 
Seth es went, with sorowa sad, 
Furtb right, als his fader bad, 
And hastily be fand ]>e way, 
Ala adam Tntill him gan say, 
With welkit steppes, many ane, 
Als bis fader bifore bad gane; 
And euen he held )«t ilk gate 
Yntill he come to paradis jate: 
On bis fitce ))an fell he downe 
And kest ponder opon his croone 
Ful mekill mumi[n]g gan be make> 
And aorowed for bis fader sake; 
And Tnto god fikst gan he cri 
Of adam forto bane mercy, 
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And oile of mercy him to aend, SMwhllf 

So t«t he might in liking lend: ^%^ 

So ak he made hia praiers feet, ^^jl^ 

176 God sent saint michael at ^ hat; t^^^ 

He bad J«t seth he suld vp rise ftiihiiiiiito 

And said vnto him on ^ia wise : — 

" Seth," he said, " what sekes jwu here % b^^ooS 

160 I am michaell goddee messangere, k^d^tw^a 

My lord of heuyu has ordand me m™!^*^^ 

Ouer aU his men keper to be ; 

And sertanlj to ]>e I say, 
184 pat J« thar now]>er grete ne pray 

Efter |>e oile of mercy here, 

For Jwu gettes it on no maaere, Iti,'^^ 

VntiU a tyme if )x»u tak tent ^iX^ 

188 When fine thousand jere er went, JS'irliSr 

Twa hondret and twenty ]>ar-till, £h>>i^ 

And also aght als es goddea will; 

pan sal god send doun bis sun CKu^d 

192 Crist in-to >e werld at won; to^*!! 

For mannes sins )>an sal he dy. 

And Bo fra bale-he sail )iam by; 

Qrauen he sail be in a stede 
196 And rise fe thrid day right fra |w ded, 2^^^ 

And lif ogayney in lim and lith; ^^^ 

And adam ^aa sail rise him with; Ih^i'^iti^ 

Adam and all his of-spring. ^'''' 

200 pat god mtill his Mis will bring; 

With crist |«n sail ^ai right Tp ryght OW.77»,ei 

And wende to won in lastand light; uducmd 

pan sal Jii fader right vp rise 
204 And wend to welth in paradis; 

And )iat same crist als I t«ll l>e Sinai's 

In ye flnm sal baptist be; U>.J<b«w. 

To sane man sanies he sail be send 
20^ And ftll &la trowth he sail defende; 
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pe oyle of mercy aal he gif 
Till all Jtat in hU law wiU lifj 
And till all )«t will sese of Bin 
Sal he gif blis ))at neuer eal blia; 
pan Ball )>i fader cum &a paine 
And dwell in paradia ogajne; 
parfore if ]n}u yi fader ee 
Say him ak I haue said to |>e, 
' Hia daiee er dreuen vnto )>e end, 
Laager in ]ils life may he noght lend.' 
Bot first now, or ]>ou wend oway, 
Sail ))0u do ata I ]je aay; 
Wende vnto paradiB jate 
And put in bot ]>i heuid {jarate, 
And lat ])i body stand }>aroute, 
And luke what fion sese }>e obont ; 
And if )k>u any selkuth ae 
Cum ogayne and tell to me." 
Seth went and did on ]iis manere, 
And Baw ful many selkuthes sere; 
He herd fiare noyae and nobill emell, 
Swetter ]>an any tong might tellj 
Gay herbea and treae fare gan he ae. 
And fowlee sang fill grete plenty ; 
In middea of paradia saw he right 
A well fat waa Bchinand fill bright, 
Of ]>e wMlk fonre flodes ran out, 
And went oner al )>e Verld obout; 
He Baw of )<a foure flodes clere 
Come al [w water in )>ia werld here; 
Obouen |>e well persayued he 
Whare fare stode a ful iaire tre, 
With branches )>aron mamane, 
Bot bark ne lefe.ne had it nane; 
pan had seth meruail in his mode 
Whi Jwit tre so naked stode j 
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And wele be hopid, hia hert with-in, 

pat it was for hia fader sin, 

Ala )>e steppes wtr ])at lie had sene; 

248 pat ueuer bare iLoue herbes 'grene. 
And all for )fe sin of ^m twa, 
parfor he trowed )>e tre was swa ; 
Al ]fu tboght when be bad left, 

252 In (^aine |)aa luked he eft, 
And hastily ]/aa gan he se 
A mernaile of }e mekill tre; 
Him tboght |>at it stode vp ful euyn 

256 And rechid on beght right to {te heuyn, 
And bark iuogb lutr-on was seue 
With leues ]>at was gay and grene; 
And in )« crop of }>flt tre on bight 

260 A litill childe he saw full right, 
Lapped all in clathes clene, 
Als it right |>an bom bad bene. 
So till bis sight it semed ;ing, 

264 He bad grete meruaile of )>iB thing ; 
Vnto J« erth ]>8n luked he 
And BOW )ie rotes of yni same tre, 
Weterl; him tht^bt )>tu fell 

268 In-to ]>e vtterest end of bell, 

And |iare him tbo(^t he bad a dght 
Of bis bro])er saul fill right, 
Abell )>&t was saklea slune. 

272 pan to )>e aogell he went ogayne 
And told vnto him alhidene, 
Als be |>are bad herd and sene; 
He pried ]>e angell tell him mare 

276 Of ^ childe )>at he saw Jfarej 
pe angell answerd him in by, 
And said what it euld signify; 
'■ pe childe ])at ]miu saw in )« tre, 

280 pe sun of god for suth es he. 
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His Bchewing here nogtt ele it ment 
lAo^b* Bot bat he Ball till be erth be ient ; 

J^J^"" He Ball fordo ^i fader bjh, 

IwHmhii -^^ Tnto welth ogayne him win ; 

Tiuiriw'i'fti H^ s^ )* oile of mercy ri^t^ 

JS,^£3Z Pe wHlk was to J>i fader hight, 

"^ When he fra paradie gan wende, 

Thurgbt formaBt fanding of )ie fende ; 
wJig^A^ ^^ ^« to •>!« >" ham eal bring 

pi bder and all his of-spring*, 
pat ordaiud er in {>e werldee ende, 
Fra wa till endles welth to weade." 
l^[^*tu« P® angell ^an toke kimela thre 

u™ k™i, p^^ ^^ j^g ^f j^j g^^g j.^^ 

Dwixl^ud ^ )^ whilb onre bale bigon, 

Ee^ur* And Tnto seth )>UB said he |ian: — 

'^mTt^biL "With-ip thre dtues when yo\x cnmes hame 

follow.: Sail bi fader dr Adam, 

"™*»y' And in a graue he sail b« graid, 

•"|j™|*a™ And, when he ee in erth bo laid, 

wK"^ P^ timeU >at I gif J-e to 

^i*i«"'' P*^ ™ ''"' mowth Jwu sail f«m do, 

tawhiir™'* For of Jiam sail thre wandes spring, 

^oiibHn And ilkone sail he of sere thing: 

■nudi- pe first of cyder snthly es, 

theflntihan pe secund sal be of cypres, 

ttwj.Bw And )>e thrid of pine sal be ; 

^iW|Ud And ))ai bitaken |>e trenitfi, 

5^J^^^j, In fe cyder ye fader alweldand, 

b^keotiu And in cypres |ie sun we mderstand, 

t^Fiteerl* Id )* Pyne t« hali gaste bi skill." 

Se^Tnd pus tald {« angell seth vntill, 

Hoi^iHHt' And when he was ]ius kyndely kend, 

KiUi Che Hastily hamward gan he wend, 

Mdnukw And hame also with him he had 
pe kiraels alB |<e angell bad. 
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j-je o&fCu piimi parentis ade. 

Wben setb had wroght all on [lis wise 
And cornea hame fra paradise, 
Yotill bis feder faat gaii he fare, 

320 Als he lay in Bekeoes Bare, 

And tftld Tnto him albidene F*.*^-?^ 

How he had done whare he had bene, jommj. 

And how )*e angell gan him hete ud lunr thu 

324 pat he Buld haue his bale to bete, jHrr>rtouw 

Oile of mercy fra god send itSTmS^ 

To aaue him In {« werldes end. *^- 
When adam herd him aogat say, 

328 pa wordes ftil gretely gan him pay, SfSdir*' 

And in his life Jian anes he logh, tohuTiS" 

For he hopid forto win fra wogh, totoughnd. 
And forto be saued sertainely ; 

332 parfore to god )>us gan he cry, HsUiuksii 

" Lord me liat no longer lif, fm* 
Mi gaate in-to ]>i hend I gif 
Forto wis it at }>i will, 

336 In wbilk stede ao it Ball go tiU." 

pus he died with-in )>e thrid day ttaXS"' 

Ala (« angell vnto seth gan aay; ^St^^m 

pan had he lifed in ]>iB werld here B30)w.«m. 

340 Nien hundreth and threty jcre; 

For mana kinde was }iau ao atrang, Mu^natim 

pat \ei moght wele lif so lang. itgomut, ud 

When he was ded )mfl als I tell, tomdiu 

344 Both wife and bames opon him fell [roi.TBt.] 

And lay opon |>e cora criand, 22l%5^ 

Henid to henid and hand to hand, ftuupoui'tm 

pai trowed to turn life him Tntill, apon^a^ 

848 For bai kowth ban none ober skill: toh«SMd 

, , J . 1 hind w land. 

And ala bai mumed with dreri mode, fnihe; 

Micbaell come and by f>am stode, 2^"'''°' 

And o|ier angels gudely graid, Sl^dw' 
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And mto seth al ^B he said ; 
" WepeB namore, bot bese still, 
For |iU8 it'es my lordes will, 
pat I sal teclie here jow vnto 
How je with ]>ia cors sail do ; 
Takes him Tp and wendee with me, 
For in erth sail he bereed be." 
pai toke )>e cors vp |)am omang, 
And |>e angels bifore gaa gang 
Singand all fnl solempnely, 
And makand nobill melody; 
To )>e vale of ebron [>ai him hroght 
And groue him )>are, als {Mm gude thoght. 
pan al his bamea awonderd ware 
Of ])e sight ]>at ]H)i saw ]>are ; 
pe ai^l said {un to )>am is by, 
" Of )iiB thing banes no ferly, 
For als we now do him vnto 
So sal je with jowre ded men do; 
Oers beri |)ai» in erth or stane, 
For all sail di Jiat life* has tane." 
Beth )>an opon )ia kimels thoght, 
pat he fra paradis had hroght ; 
In his fader mowth he ]Htm did 
Als |>e angell gan him bid; 
Of }ia kimets thurgh goddes grace 
Wex thre wandes in litill space, 
And of )ia wandes grete ferlis fell, 
Ala men may here me efter tell; 
Ful mekill sele was to )iam sent, 
Als men may here wha takes entent ; 
} trxiuB uirgis in ore ode creteendina 
In adams mouth fiir wandes stode, 
TUX tyme of noie efter ]je flode, 
pat was to wit wilh-outen were, 
A thowsand sexty and twelue jere; 
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And ttuih jit groued ^ in adorn 

388 Fra noie till tyme of abraham, 
Era abraliam jit stode (lai ]>ea 
Vntill fe eumyng of moysen ; 
And uow]>er flitted fer no nere, 

392 And ilkone groued b; )>atii self sere ; 
Ane elne of leukith )« wandes ware 
And all yia time wex )iai noinare, 
Bot in astate ay war ]m sene, 

396 And euer gronaud in like grene ; 
Lang efter fiat tjme ])uh bifell 
pat )« childer of iersel 
Went with moyees thui^ht ]>6 se, 

400 Fra pharao and his mei^^, 

pat mekill wb bad to Jiam wrogbt, 
And in grete bondage had Jiam brogbt ; 
pai past )« se bath hale and sound, 

404 And pbarao and his men war dround ; 
And when )iajre &se vat )>ns for-done 
To }>e vale of ebron come )«i'aone, 
And als ))ai in yat dale gan dwell 

408 Forther-mar )>an (>us bifell ; 

Opon ane euyn als moyses jode 

He saw whare )>ir thre wandes stode, 

pat are in adams movtb vas sett, 

412 And with grete bonore he ^tn grett ; 
"For sutb," he said, ")>ir vandes mene 
pe trinity ^am thre bitwene, 
pat on pia wise er samin aett, 

416 For in [>e rote all war {ai mett" 

pa wandes ]ian thogbt he forto take 

Wirschip to )>am forto make ; 

And fra [le erth when he drogh jrajn oat 

420 Bo nobil smell was ^m obout, 
And so gnde sauore gan )>u fele, 
pat bis men wend vonder wele 
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pat [lai had bene comeu right, 

To )ie land of heat; )>fkt )>am was h^ht; 

AI his folk )>ai var ful fayne 

And loued god vith might and mayne : 

Mojseo toke (n wandee echene; 

And lapped )ram in cUthea dene, 

And als a relik obont )>ain bare. 

With winchip, ols jiai worthy ware: 

Ay whilg )>M dwelled so in fere, 

And ]Hit was fonre and fonrty jere, 

And all )>at war with wormeB smeten, 

Or els with wilde bestes beten, 

And JMii might n^ht )>a wandes nere 

pai suld als fast be hale and fere, 

Bo y&t defaut suld )>ai find uane, 

Thorgh towcheing of )>e wandes allane: 

So it bifeU )ie folk had care 

For |>at ("am wanted water l>are, 

And in )>aire hertee )>ai bigan 

To he mis-trowand ilka man. 

To god )>Bi groched al bidene ; 

And moysee said to yaxa in tene, 

"Mietrowaud men herkina to me, 

If je in trowth will stedefaat be, 

We sail gett water grete wane 

Here out of |>iB hard stane." 

For god had bidden him on ])is wise 

pat he suld strike on (« flint twiae, 

And largely Jian auld it gif 

Water [lat [>ai with might lif; 

pan with his wand [« etane strake he 

And water went out grete plenty, 

pat men and beates had ^aiie fill 

Of water at Jxure awin will ; 

And for moya^ toke all )>e meJe 

And loued nt^ht god for his gude dede, 
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Ne geit )« folk na louiug make 
460 To him ])at sent it for ^aire sake, 

parfore oure lord god all-mightj, 

Said Tnto moTaes ojuuly , 

pat he sold DOght \i& childer bring 
464 Ynto ^ land of his heteiug, 

pat was ))e land of promidowue, 

pat lie bad made vnto )iam bonne. 

pan mouses wist and wele he kend 
468 pat his life drogh nere )>e ende; 

To )>e hill of thabor yetu went he 

And I>are he sett J>ir wandea thre, 

By -fiide a water ynder j>at bill, 
472 Far be bopid it wae goddes will 

pat gnde werk sutd with [wm be done; 

pan efter Jiis he died eone. 

^uomodo de,\ud tulit uirgai in temaa&m. 

Still |)an stode [>a wandea |>are 
.. „ A thowBand jere and wex nomare, 

Bot in oBtate ay gan \a,\ stand 

Till douwi vas king of iews land; 

And {at was a lang tjme bitwent^ 
480 And eaer |iai groned ilyke grene ; 

pan danid waa thuTgh )>e haly gaste 

Warned )>at he suld wende in baste, 

In-to ]>e land of araby 
484 Till \^ bill of thabor hastily, 

pe thre wandee jiare forto fett, 

pat moyses {« profett had sett; 

To ieniBalem [lat J>ai war broght 
488 For tburgh )«m Buld be wonders wroght, 

And diuoTB dedis done bidene, 

And efterward so was it aene ; 

pas when dauid warned was 
492 Till araby aone gan he pas, 

To |>e hill of thabor fast he 5ode, 
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Wli&re ))iT ilk thre wandee stoda ; 

Tnto )ie stede he went full eujn, 

AIb he waa waroed with god of heuyn ; 

And ffhen he of )>e wondes had sight 

He honord J«m with all hia might, 

And toke |)(mi vp out of grounde; 

And svrilk a emell ^re waa \»t atonnde, 

And noiae and nobill melodi 

Of diuers tnaners of minstralsy, 

pat dauid and hia menj^ wend 

pe hsij gaste had {tare deacend, 

So mekitl mirth gan with ))am mete 

Of Qohill uoyse and sauore Bwete; 

pan dauid laid ^ wandes in fere 

In a kase al of ailuer clere ; 

He aai^ fhl fast ao waa he fune 

And on {jib wise he went ogayne; 

And als ]>ai went eo by )>e etrete^ 

Seke men many gan }>ai mete, 

All war |)ai helid in gude d^r^ 

Thnrgh vertu of }tft wandes thre. 

Sauid was fill glad and blith, 

Ynto his cuntr^ come he awith ; 

pe njend day efter hame come he 

To ienisalem pe ricbe cet€, 

Bot night it was thurgh goddes will 

When fiai comej^e cet6 vntill, 

On Jie wandea had dauid thoght 

With wirschip whare he sett f«m mogbt, 

And in a dike he did [>atn right 

Biside hia castell all |>at night, 

And seker men he sett to wake, 

Bo )>at ]>ai auld no harmes take; 

On fie mom he thoght to aeke a space 

To plant ]« wandea in honest place, 

Forto be keped honestly, 
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And wirsohipd aU J>8i war worthy. 

To rest be went es uoght at laime, 
£32 And sone at mom ha come ogaine; whw ba 

He &nd his wandes hale and Bownde utfasmiDtiM 

Fnl fast grouand on )>e grounde, [M. 7«6.] 

And ^-of grete wonder him thoght^ 
636 Bot remu ]>am ^an wald he noght, 

For in hla hert be trowed right 

pat )^ war aett thorgh godis might; 

par-fore he lete ^am stand |>are still, 
£40 And bad |>at none suld negh ^m till; 

And forto dwell with-outoi dont 

He made a Btif wall ^faa obout, 

Stalwurthly of lime and atane, 
644 So ]>at n^h to jiam Butd nane. 

pe same lenkith jit war ]iai ]>aFe, 

jUb moyees in desert {lam bare ; 

Bot )>us when dauid sett ))am has, 
648 pan wei {>ai bo Jiat wonder wai^ 

pe body wei in a bale tre ^Z^"u. 

And |>e crop was brancbee thre; t«?chM 

And for it wex bo dauid made 
662 A aerkell al of siluer brade, 

And bad [ut it suld sawded be 

All obont )>e haly thre, 

pat he might wit, with-outen wer^ 
656 How mekill it wex ilka jere; 

For it wex grete tbutgh ^ddes gnioe 

And also lang in litill space ; 

In )>at Bt«do )>an stode it )iare 
660 Tbrety jere and sumdele mare, 

And wex ful fast, I Tnder-gtand, 

For ]>e tyme was nere cnmand ; 

pan dauid wex dreri in mode, 
664 For in his hert ho raderstode 

pat [he] a sinfiil man bad bene 
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"'*** '"''n^ And yntTo] god he gan him menfl ; 

uSif^E*' Sitand vader Jtat haly tre, 

iioi,t»,w Qretj goTovf in his hert had he, 

And in hii sorowing stud he ^foa, 

Miterere mei deas et e'. 
rnniw (DMDdi And so he made his mia to mende 

KinpgMdthe Pe savtec btiko right to ]>e eode; 

"fbiio- And in renuseion of hia syn 

«din To mak a kirk he eaa bigin, 

gjj^ij^i"' And ^are-obont he begged fast, 

For"?™! ""^'^ foure and thweaty jeres war past; 

^■^^^J^ And bisid him both day and night 

iS'^^t^ With werkmen f«t war wise and wight; 

hM StaiM* ^^ ^'^ •** "** * synfuU man 

Ba^ITi^iin ^ 8*"^ V^ ^^ ^^ warned )ian : — 

•^'^""'- "A howB to me Baltou nener make, 

[ibiTBfc.coi. And ^t ea for Jii sinnee sake." 

Dauid answerd and said in hy, 
D»vid dniiH " Lord, wba sail make J>i hows hot I, 

a^bniid^ 'Wla aall vnto f>i werk tak tent, 

Sen vnto me no sele es sent." 
HaiiMdUui "Salomon ^ sun," said he, 

^^JSX^' " Sail mak a temple vnto me, 

"*■ pat euM-mare sal be in minde. 

And in meneii^ among man-kinde." 

pan danid wist righ[t] wele inogh, 

pat his life fast tjll eude drogh, 
satidthtn Of }iat cet6 geff he call 

ddsnsfths pe eldest men amd maisters all; 

And hastily ))ai come him till 

Forto wit what was his will; 

pan vnto ]>am al jms stud be, 
■ndbidatfarai "Takes Salomon my sun for me, 

^^iihii For, sirs, als sune I sal be ded, 

TboihegBra And god has chosen him in my stede; 

■w His corown so he gaf oway 
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And BO he died ^t ilk day; K?^*** 

pan im a grafe )«i gim him groue, wtoS"*!™ 

Wliare kinges suld Jiaire beriing hane, Smmiii 

With sang and grete solempnit^ 
Ala fell to Bwilk a lord at be. 
Qwmiodo Salomon perfecU lempban. 

Salomon was corond king, SiJ^il^ 

And led {)e land at his liking; 
Moete entile werkmen has he soght 
And on )»e temple fast }<ai wrogbt, 

And eudid it of masonry rSo™»Khe 

In Jie apace of jerea twa and thretty; Spit*^* 

Forto tell all his feder tyme 
And efter ]« wirking of him; 

And when it Huld till end be brogh[t], t^^"^ 

pe wrightee t»t Jw timber wrogbt ^.SSj.ih. 

A mekill b^ )>am bad bane ane, w^T 

In ^t cuntr^ ))ai konth find nane, i^uug^' 

pai eogbt in toun and in cet^, lor ■ iuiubi 

And nowre-whare might yaX find a tre, 
pat wald acorde vnto jiaire met, 

Bot )>at ]>at danid king bad sett; tamdiheut 

It forto take )« king oumand »»vid, '' 

And bad it auld no langer stand ; Umi hen ii 

pan donn ^i hewit t>at baly tre wbanthii 

So ]>at )faire werk might endid be ; t*^ •"* "> 

pai caried it vnto )>e kirk tobi'sT^ " 

And ordand werkmen it to wirk; wS'" 

pe maiaters has |)aire mesure tane, polso.] 

pe lenkith tbrety cnbites and ane ; 

pai poliet it and made it plaine, ^"^ 

Bot all )iaire wirking was in vayne; ^S™"* 

When it was made efter [>ure merk, wL™*^ *" 

pei wand it vp vnto jie werk 
And langer )ian Jiai &nd )>e tre, 
By a oubet yua it said be ; 
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Of y&t fare [>ai war vn^ne, 
And Bune ])ai gat it doun ogajne 
Eftr )iai toke Jmire mesures fan. 
And kuttea it eia wele sla ^ai can; 
"Do wind it yp" bJline |>ai bid, 
Bot al waa in waate ^t )>u did; 
pan was it achorter yaa )>e assise 
Thrise wn^ht )>ai with it oa ]>ia wise; 
Acorde to |iat werk wald it uoght, 
par-of fiam all grete wonder th<^ht; 
pai cald (« king for he snid se 
How pa had wroght with pat in, 
For mekill tene waa |>am bitid, 
Sen ))ai war al so craftj kid; 
When Salomon saw it was swa, 
In-to )>e temple he gert it ta. 
And bad |)at it suld honowrd be, 
For sum might trowed he in ]iat tre; 
Ano]>er balk fen haue )iai soght. 
And al )« werk till end ];u wroght. 
pe halj' tre, on pie manere, 
Lay in pe temple many a jere, 
Twa pilers of pe kirk bitwene, 
pe king gert kepe it )>are fill clene. 
And made ye custom in ^t enntr^ 
And bad )iat ilka man suld be 
In )«t atede anes in ilka jere, 
And ilkone on Jiture best manere 
pat baly tre forto honowre 
pat se])in bare onre eauioure. 
So it bifell opon a jere 
Al pe cuntr^, fer and nere, 
Ynto iemsalem )iai went 
To bonore peA tre with gude entent ; . 
A woman was pare pAra omang 
pat in hir hert ay hopid wrang; 
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Scbo soght )>eder )ie aight to se 
And trowed no vertn in ]« tre; 
Hir thoght it was Bcorne in hir wit 
I pat o^r men so honord it ; 
MaximlUa vaa hir name, 
Scho Bat J>aron hir self to schame, 
And for echo trowed no might Jiarin; 
Hir dathes biliue bigan to brin 
Ala herdeB |<at had bene right diy, 
pan cried scho loud, thui^h prophecy, 
And said, "my lord might; iheen 
Hane mercy and on me t^n rew." 
When )« iewB herd hir on ihem call, 
Qrete tene in hert )ian had ]iai all; 
pei said "scho sklandera onre goddea enyn 
For a new god we here hir ncoyn"; 
pai bad ^t bald men snid be bonne 
To hane hir tite oni of |ie toune, * 

And Bune, with-outen o)>er rede, 
pai Btaned hir Tnto )» ded; 
Scho waa )>e first ])at Bnferd schame 
For {>e neueni[n]g of ihem name. 
It was )>ure cnatafn, ala men knew, 
pat who BO nenind ])at name ih«ra. 
He anld be staned to ded ala aone 
And so was with \iat woman done. 
De probaiica piteina. 
THqI many when ))ai saw ^ia sight 
-'- Honord )ie tre with all Jiaire might, 
And |)arto made )>ai mora loueing 
pan vntill any o)ier thing; 
parfore )« iews tht^ht grete despite. 
And to ^t tre )iai went fill tyte; 
Out of fe toun ^li did it draw, 
For men fiar-in no might suld knaw. 
For [«i aaW grete worde of it went, 
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And men |>arto take mekill enteot 

And many men honord it mare, 

pan goddes ]iat m )ie iewri ware; 

parfore yai ordand ]>am omai^ 

pat na more worde of it auld gang, 

Bot for vertu )iat wa§ ]>ar-m 

pai duret it now]>eF breke ne brin; 

la to a dike )>ai gan it kast. 

So to be wasted at )>e last, 

parfore in [wt dike Jwi it did; 

Bot god wald n<^ht )ie might war hid, 

Sen Jiat eo grete word of it went, 

parfore his sande yarto he sent ; 

Euer-ilka day a eertaine tyme, 

Bitwii Jie vnderon and }ie piim^ 

His angeb to ]Mt haly tre 

!Ful oft-sijies men might ]iam se, 

pai moued Jie water in (lat tide 

And wescbe ]>e tre on ilka side; 

And all men ]M)t war seke and aare 

If Jiai in ))&t tyme might be [lare. 

When !« water was moued swa; 

Wha so might first in-to it ga, 

If he had neuer ao mekill bale, 

Hastily he suld be hale 

Thuigh yertu of |iat haly tre; 

pis was hnawiu in ilk cuntr^, 

For mani [>at blind and croked ware 

Hastily war J)ai helid Jiare ; 

So when )>e lews persayued right, 

pat thurgh ]» tre was achewid alike might, 

pai said it suld noght laug be awa; 

Out of )>e water )>u gan it ta, 

And ordand it to be a brig, 

Oner a-no))er bek to lig. 

For so ])ai trowed |>at m^iB fete, 
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744 And beBtea ^t went hy }>e streto, 
Buld cum and ga all ouer \At tn 
So |>at it suld wasted be; 

For grete deepite in hert )iam thoght 

745 pat wonders thurgh it war wroght. 
Jhis lay Jns ti« |>are, als I toll, 
Yntill |>e eage qaene, dame eibell, 
Come to ierosalem on a jere, 

752 Wisdom of Salomon to here; 

And by ^t side hir gate was graid 

Whare )iifl haly tre was laid. 

And Bone when scho ^-of had sight 

766 Scho honord it witli all hir might, 
Kneland donne on aijier kne, 
Swilk verta trowed scho in )>e tre; 
Hir olathea gert acho )iar-on lig, 

760 And bare fete went scho ouer ^ brig ; 
Thnrgh prophecy )fen ])U8 scho said — 
"pip ilk tre |>at here es laid 
A verray signe wele may it seme 

764 Of a domeanan |>at all sal deme, 

Als lord and maister moste mighty, 
pus may )>b ugne wele sonify." 
Scho lended t>aFe ay whils hir list^ 

768 Oreto wit of Salomon scho wist ; 
And Be|>in t^yne gan scho ga 
To hir eimtr^ {>at scho come fn^ 
And ]>at tre euer echo gan honowre 

772 pat ee):in bare onre eauiowre; 
pis haly tre lay in |>at stede, 
Vntill t«t criat suld auffe[r] dede, 
Wben dome was gifen ordand was he 

776 Fcato be hanged opou a tre, 

pat als a cros ))an sold be wroght; 
On swilk a tre )ian had )mu thc^ht, 
Sone a iew stode yp in hy, 
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And )>us he said thnrgh prophecy : — 

"pe kJDgeB tre, I rede, je take, 

pe whilk je laid ouer }« lake 

To make a cros both large <md lang 

pe kyng of iews [lar-on to hang." 

To t>iB ^i all assented |>an, 

And rathly out of );e toune {nu ran ; 

pai toke ^ tre |>an )>are It lay, 

pe thtid part {lai hewed oway, 

And of |>e rembnand haue )iai made 

A lai^ croB, bath lang and brade ; 

Tiij cnbites )iai made it lang 

With-onten [»t in |« erth raid gan^ 

And afier aide of cubites thre 

pat aboaen )>e heoid Buld be ; 

When it [was] made ]>aa at ^aire will, 

pe cei^ Bone ])ai broght it till. 

To pilate went Jim fill gude spede, 

He held him wele paid of )>aire dede. 

De/abrice claaorwa. 

E croB ea made, als it sail be^ 

Bot |ian t>am nedes nayles thre; 

pe iews war fill rady bonne 

And ran for na|1i]le8 in-to )re tonne; 

Vnto a smith )>ai come ful sone 

And bad, "belamy, biline hane done, 

Uake thre nayles atif and gude 

At naile )ie pniphet on )>e rode"; 

When ]>e smith herd )iure entent, 

How )iat ih«su suld be schent. 

In hert he had fill mekyll wa 

Obont )>e nayles forto ga, 

For of ih««u he vnder-atode 

pat [he] was prophet trew and gnde; 

parfore wele in his hert he thoght 

pat for him suld no naylea be wroght; 
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He answerd |)am witli wordes fre 

816 And said ";e gett none nailes for me, 
Qod has sent on me his merke 
So Jiat I may wirk no werk ; " 
In his bosum he hid hia hand 

820 And said he hnrt it on a brand, 

"par-on," he said, "I haue slike pine 
pat I hope my hand to tyne." 
pan anBwerd [>e lews kene 

824 And said vnto him all in tene : 
"All for noght jK>n feynes f^ 
All ^i sare-nes will we se, 
And bot we find ];i tales trew 

828 Fnl Bare it sail )ii seluen lew." 
pas thai thret him in |;aire saw, 
And gert him (>are hie hand out draw, 
pan was ^are schewed in |>at place 

832 Qrete gadenes.Hhurgh goddea grace ; 
His hand semed ah it war Bare 
And hurting had it nener ]>e mare; 
pB iews saw fat it was bo, 

836 And namore said |>ai him vnto; 
FnrA come )>au )>e smitbeB whife, 
A fell woman and full of strife, 
By fc iews |>are |»w stode, 

840 Scto spac hir huaband litill gude; 
"Sir," scho said, and loud gan cry, 
"Sen when had {Km alike malady; 
^istereuen, when |>e day was gane, 

844 Eoill on )il handes had |>on nane, 
And sen aekeucB es sent to ]>e 
pir men sail noght mseraed be, 
pai sail bane nayles or ^ai ga, 

848 Als sone my self sail }>am ma." 
Scho blew )>e belise ferly fast. 
And made )>e yren hate at |>e last. 
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pe iewB belppid hir forto smite 
Bo pat thre naylea war made fill tite; 
Hir hnsband saw and stode fill Btill, 
He durst noght saj ]>at scho did ill; 
pM war full grete and rudely wroght, 
Bot )>arfore )>tu forsuke }>am noght, 
Bot Bone, when |iu ^ir nules had, 
Furih )>M went with hert fol glad, 
And hastily ]mu toke |>e gate 
Vntill yai come to air pilate. 
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FINDING OF THE CROSS. ^^ 

leaf 14B. 

7>fl Invetmone saaete erucu. ^'^ 

|~Eii aw to honure euer omang 

pe cros >at al our hele on hang; ^h?Xi,. 

And how |»t haly tre was fun, iBnoiS!''* " 

4 Was )>is feate ordand and bigun ; 

pat tre tb bw forto do honoure 

pat bare cure lord and oure sauioure. 

Whils Constantyne [w nobil king ™ m'e to' 

8 Lifd here in erth in grete liking, d^*™* 

Trew he was, in dede and saw, 

And lely Itfed be in bis law; 

In Borne he regnid als Emperoure, ^i^S""" 

12 And gouemed it with grete bonoure; anpmr. 

So in hia tjme, trewlj to tell. 

All on J>iB maner it bifell ; — 

pe grekia and |w folk of barbary rndtoiinrf' 

16 Qederd iiil grete cumpany, 

Forto gif batail ogaynea rome. 

And BO by gtrenkit it to ouercum; ^om. 

And when king Constantine herd tell wtm 

20 Off al [>i8 fare, how it byfell, b«M,rfihi, 

In hia hert ho had grete drede, ttan. 

For fill grete power gun fai lede; 

He ordand him grete cnmpany imtpnpind 

24 Of men of armes and archery luid. 

His land with fighting to defend. 

And to hald it fro hia enmia hend; Bntubauj 

And als he lay open a night, befonthe 

28 Bifore ^t day )iat yai suld fight, •bouid'Wh^' 

Him tho^t he Inkid to henyn on high, fooErfig™! 
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And in ^ aire bim th<^ht he sigh 
pe some croa yat crUt ma on done, 
And a voice sajni |ms to him sone : 
"Ordayue )>iae armes on )>is kin wise, 
pan bbI ]>oa ouercum )iine enmise; 
And in }>ia figure ftdty {>oa trayst, 
pan thar )« no thing be abuat; 
Mok yia in )iioe armes for)>i, 
pan sail ]N>a hane |>e viotori." 
In hoc vinM. 
PMtuo.] He wakkend (lan and was fill glad, 

^!lmAk« For he bo gude herting )«□ had ; 

fajftd, Vp he raae vith hert Ail light 

wfihau^ And to his moder he went fill right, 

^MDtto pat was saynt El^e |>e noble qaene, 

"ffSiM™' ^^ toIde*vnto hir ilkdele bidene ; 

Of (lis tithing scho was fill fayne 
And gert ordan, with al bir mayne, 
SilSmnwi P** lis ^^ ^^^ awilk armes dight^ 

KaSrf"" Ala he had sene by gastly eight; 

bnpvor. His awin armes sone doun war laid 

And )ie cros in his scheld pnrtraid, 
Byfbre bim in batayle to ber^ 
Bohavoit And so he went forth to ]>e were; 

Mr.ud And thm^b )« vertn of )« croyce, 

Cam Ais he was warned by gastly voyce, 

•nmiM. Al his enmis he oner-«ome 

And broght ^e victori to Rome. 
Bt.Hriai* Saint Elyne Jwn was wunder fayne 

{2™ h*i ^** ^ ^^ ^™* cnmen safe ogayne, 

^^«». And yai. ilk figure of [» rode 

^3^ "^ HoHurde J«u with mayn and mode ; 

S^^** Bot of >e cros no thing ^i knew, 

ITe no thing wist |;ai of Ibesu, 
Ne no thing wist |>ai what it ment 
pat )iai honnrd with gnde entent. 
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pan king CkmBtantiue gert call 
Of IewT7 ye malBterB all, 
Forto enquere by )iMre clergy 

6S What thing )>at signe enld signify ; 
pai said, "sir, lely we jow hete, 
Byfor J)is tyme was a ];>rop1iete 
Higbt iheauc, and [in] {lis same Cet6 

72 Waa ho hanged on awilk-a tre; 
Fill many men jtarbi was mend, 
And grete vertu )>arof was kend, 
Bot sone efter )>e iews it hid, 

76 For no m^ht suld of it be kid. 
And how it waa hid sal je here. 
Sir, it bifell in (>is manere — 
When ihMw; vnto ded was done, 

80 pe iewa ))an tok jiaire counsul son^ 
Forto hide )>at ilke haly tr^ 
So }>at it auld nc^bt honnrd be; 
Vnder |>e grete hill of caluary 

84 pore grone )iai it fill priuely. 

With two crosses |)St theues on hang, 
And tiao ))e nayles ^t war Strang j 
AI kest [>ai priuely in a pyt, 

88 So t«t no man auld of }>am wit; 
pore haue |>ai l^gen, on |>is maner, 
Sethin more )>an two hundreth ^ere, 
Sethin Tytns and vaspasian come 

92 And deatroyd mony iewa of Rome; 
For right als ^ bc^ht ihe«u fre 
For thiitty penis of jiaire mon^. 
So war |>ai sold to |iaire enmy 

96 Ener tbritty iews for a peny ; 

On ]iis wiae war ^i al broght donn, 
Vnder f e Emparoure subicccion^ 
So {>at no man wun fore said 
100 Of )>e Emperure bot )iai wald hd.d, 
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Fuwidwida Aud setbiii ala wide als ^i er sauu 

Ho Jaw hu ■ Has DO iew hoaa of his awy a ; 

own, SwUk majatris war made Jmm omell, 

And efter ^t tpae |>ub bifell: — 104 

whanBir In Borne ane Emperoure was fan 

Adrian -u ^ . , ... 

Emperor or pat uatued waB eir adnan, 

cfariiUBiu OiBten law wald he nooe ken, 

ntteoMo. Bot euer diatryed al cristenmen ; 108 

HtosUkiww pis Emperoare wele vnderstode 

cnmwttbu. Whore his elders bad hid )ie rode, 

And herbj persayued he it right, 
forChrbUBD For cristen men both day and night 112 

boDDuribe Come to honure ]>at haly stede, 

thoHoBDtof And bonaomly )>ore made |;aire bede; 

pai honnrd )« moont of calnary, 

In wirschip of ^e cros namely. 116 

And )iiB Emperonre of Borne 

Wiat crieten men ao |>eder come, 
■aheboiita ]}e cros he wold noght |>ethiii take, 

Mmpiaupon Bot >nB he ordand for |>aire sake 120 

In jMtt same place to edify 

A temple for |;ure manmetry, 

For criaten men sold fan forbore 

In ]>at stede to mak prayere; 124 

NoChriiUmi pan criflten men ^at place refused, 

oDis there u> None of ]>am after )ieder vsed, 

creupuMd And BO it wurthed at be laat 

tnt ormmil. ' 

pe cros al out of minde was past, 128 

And )>at was for no mau herd say 
parof ne in what stede it lay. 

SS."C?te ^*^ ^^^ t* **™P^^ "* maumetry 

J2J^ . Was all diatroyd fro Caluaiy, 132 

^^'"^ pan groued |« stede with thomea and breris, 

^^orai And of |>e cros uo thii^ men heris; 

•^^- For two hundreth jeres war omell, 

*^J Ktwix }« tymes (.at I of telL 136 
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pan Constantine was Emperoure 
And rewlid rome witt grete boaoure ; 
Ynto him was talde in ))at tyde, 

140 How (lat |>e iews Jie cros gun hide. 
Vnto his moder he said in hi, 
"Moder, sea we hane )te Tictori 
And mjne enmise |)us er slone, 

144 Thurgh verta of ]« croe allone, 

And clerkie has told to 30W and me 
pat criate waa ded on avrilk a tre, 
Ful t&jn I wold Jiat tre war soght 

148 And Bone vnto more honure broght." 
pan said hia moder, saynt Elyne, 
"Sun, for auth I aal n<^ht fyae 
pat ha]y tre or I haue fiin," 

162 And sone hir way scho has bigun, 
Fnrth echo went with faire men;^ 
To ierusalem, |)at riche cet^. 
And when )« iews herd hereof tell 

156 pat )>e quene como )Mun omell, 
Grete wunder had ])ai albidene, 
What thing hir enmity suld bimene. 
And al )ie iews aone did scho call 

160 To cum into J«ire eomun hall, 
pe sertayn anth hir forto lere 
Of thingea Jwt aeho wold enquere; 
Here-fore )« iews had mekil dout, 

164 pai gedird togeder in grete roat, 
And priuely {lai ash )>iB thing. 
What was ])e caua of )« quenes earning. 
And stun, als ]>ai had herd of hir, 

168 Said acho come for ]ie cros to spir, 
Waron erist vnto dede was brc^ht. 
And ilkone aud )«i knew it noght; 
So was |>ore ane )>at hiygbt ludaa, 

172 pat grete mafster omaug t>ani was; 
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Sunt simToa sun for suth was he, 
And Simyou was sno of jacbd 
pis ladaa stud, "Bumdele I mene 
Of thiDgeB |)at here bifore has bene; 
Bimyon, my fader, ale }e Ball here, 
Told ynto me on )>iB manere : — 
When be wist wele eune forto dj 
'Son,' he said, 'herkin me in hy, 
A coaoBul flail I tel to )«, 
pe whilk I will yon hald prin^j 
If it bifall, Bon, in ]h line 
pat any spir, ofiir man or wine. 
Or efter |« cros will |>e ass, 
pat iheni criat on hanged was, 
Or )iai )iarfore do }« to dede, 
Tell )iam mto awilk a stede, 
pat now es waste and al Tskid, 
For )iore I wote wele was it hid; 
And if |>on may {a ded escheu, 
pan wald I )«t no man it knen.' 
puB tald he to me in what Btede 
Jtai groue ^ rode H comun rede, 
Bot if we any o|;er wise mai do, 
I rede we tel nomaa Jwrto." 
pan had Jiai memul in )iaire mode 
For )>ai herd nener are of pe rode ; 
pan come [tu fiirth, ilkone bidene. 
In comun hall bifor |)e quene. 
Sone on ]>is wise scho said )>am to — 
" Dose swith and cheae one of ]>ir two, . 
Whethir jow ea leuir to suffer dede, 
Or els to tel me in |)iB stede 
Whore criatea cros in erth ee hid. 
And bot 3e do, als I jow bid, 
Ilkone ;e sail be briiit )>is day." 
And sone a fire acho did puniay. 
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And vhen )Md saw )>e fyr on brede^ 
In )>aire hertia Jmji had ]:u dred« : 
Tnto !« queue al gun l>ai ery, 

212 "Lady, of tb here haue mercy. 

For wo wote no thing how it waa; 
If any vote |mn wote ludas, 
For he was ane old prophet Bun, 

216 pe laws wele better mai he con; 
His elders war of |>e aide state, 
And of )>ure werkes sumdel he wat&" 
pan lete scho al ^ o|>er go, 

220 And ludas toke hir vnto ; 

And for he wald tell no resonn. 
He was done in depe dungeoan, 
And )>ore he lay in mirknes grete, 

224 Seuyn dayes, with-outen drink or mete. 
For hunger he cried on ]ia senynd day, 
"Sane me and I aaU yow say 
Whore je sail fynd t>e rude tre, 

228 Ala my fader totde vnto me; 
Ynto me es }ils mater dym, 
Bot sum knawing I haue by him." 
Fro priBun )iaii was ludas tone, 

232 And furth went with |«m ilkone 
Tnto ^ mount of Calnary; 
pam folowd iui. grete cnmpany. 
And when yai come whore )mu wald b^ 

236 pan ludas knelid doun on his kne, 
He sud, "lord, )>at all has in wald@, 
If tales be trew |>at men has talde. 
If )>oa be he {lis werld bigan, 

240 And verrayli es both god and man. 
And of a nuuden in erth was bom, 
Ala sere prophetis bane said bifom, 
Send us sum tokening of |>i grace, 

244 To find )>e mde tre in )>iB place. 
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Wbiirott t>i eelf wald suffer dede, 

If it be hid here in {as atede." 

AIs Indaa )>iu gun hia prayers make, 

pe hill oboueu b^iui to qoake. 

And ])arof nwe a ful grete reke. 

Eat [lat waa ^t wele smelland smeke ; 

Fnl tnekil mirth -waa )>am omell, 

Fo[r] neuer man feld awetter smell ; 

pan ludaa fast bigan to cry, 

And he aaid ful stedfaatly, 

In verilate, christe, ta et redemptor tiumdi, 

"In euthfeatnes, lord criate, I trow, 

pe saaionre of ]tia werld ea ))0W, 

pat bom was of )« mayden chaste, 

And sail be euer of mightea maeto ; 

Tnto Jii law I wil me take, 

And Jje lena law euer I foraake." 

pan cristen maa [lu gan him mak 

And turned his name to Quiriak, 

Bethin was he Bisschop in haii kirk. 

And hali werkia oft gun he wirk. 

pai biheld whore |<e amel come out. 

And fast grubed |>ai )>ore obout ; 

So depe ^ai grubbed tmd so fast, 

Thre crossea fand |)ai at fe last ; 

Ane of criat both lai^ and lang, 

And o]>er two |)at tbeues on hang, 

Bot )>ore was nomau Jiat knew 

Whilk was [le cros of ibesu. 

pan' Quiriak prayd, with hert and hend, 

pat god suld yam ye nailes send 

pat nayled crist )>e rude Tuto; 

And Hune when he had prayed so 

Tbre nayles aperd mto yare sight, 

In ))e erth achineand Ail bright ; 

pai toke thre nayles and crosses thre 
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284 



292 



And bare J«un to f« riche ceW ; 
Fnl mikel folk come yaai ogayne 
And of Jwre fore )»i war fill feyne ; 
And on a bere |>ore gun men bring 
A ded bodi vnto )« beryiing. 
Qairiak bad )iam |>at it bare 
Set donne ]>« bere omang Jwm )>&re, 
So forto proue ))are, or )>ai pas, 
Wbilk of ]ia crosses eristes was ; 
Quiriak fast vnto god prayd 
And ane cros to ]« cora he layd. 
And sethin ane o)ier be laid {lartill, 
Bot jit euer lay |»e bodi styllj 
pe tbrid cros |»tD be toke forjii 
And layd it Tnto ])e ded body, 

296 And ala sune als it neghed nere 

pe cors rase up, both hale and fere ; 
And al ))e folk {tat saw )iat sight 
Loaed god, with ol Jjaire might; 

300 And BO )iai past into |)e toun, 
With a fiul fayre processioune ; 
Al loued Jiai god, with ioyful mod^ 
And saynt elyn scho bare ))e rode; 

304 pan sone omang jiam herd [lai jell 
A fnl grete dyn of deuila of hell ; 
pM cried, "alias and wayloway, 
For dole what sal we do )>is day; 

308 pe tre 68 funden wbilk we suppose 
Sail ger tb all onre pouwer lose. 
For we haue power in no place. 
Whore men on )«im (lat takin mase; 

312 Now mun onre power fro us pas. 
Wo wurth ]ie while it fanden was ! 
For fro )iat figure biboues vs fle 
So with man-kind ouercumen er we; 

316 It puttes oway all onre powere. 
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So yai ve mai uoght negh it uere, 

Bot-if we may with any gya 

Uak )>am to do dedly ^n ; 

pan with )ttiu wil I wnn and wake. 

For all )« croBsee }>at )mu con make, 

Bot I ma; nener no man spill 

With 83^11, bot-if )>am Belnin will; 

Asa; I sail, with sere sut«lt^. 

To ger men syn and serae me." 

Qniriak said Jun to )>e fende 

"pou wikked deuil fi way Jkiu wende, 

Ynto )>e d^pest hole of hell, 

Euermore in dole to dwell ; 

For ftinden es now [« haly tre 

ptA fellis ^i pride and [li pouat^" 

pe fendes pan with hidose cry 

Tanist fro J>am fnl sudaoly; 

pan went t«i furth with meri mode 

Tnto [mire temple pta bare )>e rode. 

pan pe nobil qnene Eline 

Oert mak a cose of sylaer ^e, 

With gold and predua atones plenty, 

And doeid ^arin )>at haly tre; 

And on pe moant of caloary 

Gert Bcho mak a kiik in by. 

And pon Bcbo set pa haly tre 

Of all men honord forto be ; 

And aone when it was )>eder brc^ht. 

Fro sere sides men Jieder soght. 

And fill grete grace was |)ore echewd, 

And grete releae to lerd and leude ; 

Thorgh cristen land so es it kend, 

pat fro p9 fendes it mai as fend. 

So t«t jMui may do us none ill, 

Bot-if onre self assent jiartill ; 

For in werld has he no powere, 
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Ni^t ne day to negh uh nere, ™^d 

If we hia werkis will forsake, 3^5^ 

And cristea cros opon ts make. im'^om Jn. 

366 God groiite hb grace so to tiononre h^io'ur™ 

pe croa ]<at bare oure sauioare, S^^yu** 

pat we may to ^t blia be broght, tint bun 

Whilk crist with bia blode to us bogbL purdiued 
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THE UPLIFTING OF THE HOLY ROOD. 

'Oor tbe confirming of our faith, and to the gloiy of onr Lord, we 
-'- honour with songs of praise two days in the year on account of 
the Holy Rood, (ever) since it was discOTOred. 

The Jewish folk hid it (the cross) with eril intention. Tbej would 
not that this treasure (the cross) should become a comfort to men. 
But the blessed Helena afterwards discovered it there, through the 
revelation of Christ, as He marrellousty had manifested it; and she 
divided the rood as the Lord had instructed her, and left one portion 
in that same city in which Christ had suffered, as the writings inform us, 
enclosed in silver ; and she went home afterwards with the other portion 
of the precious tree to her dear son, in order to strengthen his faith. 

Now we celebrate the day on which it (the cross) was found in honor 
of our Saviour, who would suffer on it. It is after E^aster in the year's 
course ; and we observe in harvest time with holy ministrations a second 
festival — ^tbat on which it (the cross) was brought again to Jerusalem, 
as we shall hereafter relate. It happened, unfortunately, as very often it 
still does, that the heathen nations invaded the laud, and an impious 
king called Cosdnie came with a great army to the Holj' Rood where 
Helena bad placed it, in the aforesaid Jerusalem. Impiously bold, 
be harrowed then the land, and took the Holy Rood home to his own 
country. He was so uplifted and so wicked a ruler, that be would 
be God; and wrought then of silver a high steeple in the form of 
stone-work, and with shining gems surrounded all the house, and in the 
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[p^RE HALGAN RODE UPAHEFEDNYS *.] 

WE WUEDIAD MID L0F-8ANGUM FOR URES GE- SS^b^- 
LEA&n trymminge twegen dagas on geare drihtue to |^||^|°' 
wur^iuTnte for |>fere halgan rode si^^Saa teo afunden Wfes. 

pa iudeiscan hi behyddon mid hetelicum ge^ance. noldon f ■niejewthw 
se niacin wurde mannum to fro&e. ac seo eadige heleua. hi eft i>ut Beiaoa 
Juer afuade )>urh cristes onwrigenaeese swa awa be mid vniad- 
mtn geawntelode. ■] to-dselde ^a, rode swa swa drititea hire 
gewiaaode. ] forlet |)a teime deel on ^re ylcan byrig. {le crist on gbetook 

browode. swa swa ua cybaS gewritu. mid seolfre bewimden. n portion of 

ttie pTMiom 
wenue nam Bi%%an mid |)am o)>rum dfele yma deorwur^ian tm. 

treowea to hire leofan aunu his geleafan to getrynunenne. 

Nu freohige we ()one dteg )ie heo on afiinden w«a. fwm Twod*;aH< 

htelende to wiu^mjrnte )>e wolde on hire Jirowian. ae bi% ofer honowortb* 

eaatrum. on ymbryne Jieea gearea. ■} we bealdaS on hterfest mid 

h&lgum (lenungum o|)erne freole-clteg on ^aia \ie heo geferod wfes 

eft to hieruflalem swa swa we her eefter aeega^. Hit gewearS 

for yfelnyaae awa ewa for oft ^t bi^, f j)a hEe^enan leoda f land 

geber|;oden. ] aum arleas cynincg oosdrue gehaten com mid coidna 

micclum here to {isere halgau rode, ^r helena hi geaette on J«ruiBiem. 

|»ere foreaadan hieruaalem. gehei^;ode )>a f land, j )f& balgan ^^^1^ 

rode genam ham to his earde. arleaslice dyrstig. He vkb swa 

up-ahftfen. ] awa arleas brega. f he wolde beon god. ■} worhte 

)ia of seoUre tenne heahne stypel. on stanweorces gelicnysse. ] 

• The title in the MS. is 'xum. Ki Ottobbm. Exaltatio SonCie Cbdcis." 
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upper-story he \Trought his throne all of red gold; and wonderfully 
drew out water by means of pipes, for he would cause rains, as if 
he himself were God. But he was nevertheless very foolish, for the 
rain might not be of service to any one. He laboured then still more 
to manifest his power, and bade the earth to be delved secretly with 
craft, BO that horses ran constantly about the house through the secret 
trenches, dinning with their feet, for he would work thunder. Neverthe- 
less was he witless. 

He sat then in the house as High God, and placed the Holy Bood 
beside hia throne, as it were for a companion In his impiety. He then 
sat there from that time forth, and to his sou he assigned all his 
kingdom. But Christ destroyed him. An emperor there was in those 
days, named Eraclius, a Christian, of mature age, and undaunted in war ; 
and he adorned his belief with good works, and honoured God's servants 
with benevolent mind. 

Then came Gosdnie's son against the emperor Eraclius, for he desired 
to win his kingdom in battle. Then it was settled between them both, 
that they two should boldly go to single combat on the bridge of the river, 
and he who should get the victory should wield the kingdom, without the 
loss of the men who had come with them. Then they all said that if 
any man would assist either of them, forthwith he shonld be seized and 
with crippled limbs should be cast into the river. 

They then went both on the bridge together, and the believing (faith- 
ful) emperor killed the enemy of Qod, Gosdrue'a son, and he afterwards 
wielded all his kingdom, and rode to Cosdrue. Then all the army 
joyfully submitted to Eraclius, and he received them and brought them to 
baptism. And no one would make known to Cosdrue the battle (which 
had lately taken place), because he was hateful to all his people. 

Then Eraclius went up to the steep upper-floor, and quickly said to the 
impious Cosdrue these words : " Life I wilt grant thee if thou wilt forth- 
with believe now on the Saviour Christ, and wilt promise that thou wilt 
be baptized, and I will be thy friend, and I will let thee have this land 
in thy possession; if thou then dost otherwise thou shalt be put to death." 

Then would not Cosdrue believe on Christ, and Eraclius forthwith 
drew out his sword and beheaded him, and commanded him to be buried, 
He took his younger son, a boy of ten years old, and baptized him, and 
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mid ^acinendum gTmmnm besette eall f bus. ] on [«« upflora * [i«/ibb,i 
eall mid readnm golde hia cyneetol gewnrhte. ] vundorlice mid S'^S™*' 
)>eotum wieter ut-ateah wolde renas wyrcan. Hwylce he aylf god ""^ 
weere. ac he woea fill dysig for])ftn ]je se ren no milite nane- 
gura' fremian. He ewanc [» git awi^r wolde geswutelian hia ' C*"^' 
mihte. ] bet del^ |ia eor^an digellice mid cnefte. Bwa f hors ud imitnu 
umou embe f bus gelome )iurh )>s digelan dica djnigende mid 
fotum wolde |)unor wyrcan gewitteaa awa %eah. 

He Bmt |>a on ]>am buaeewa awa heatic god. ^ geaette |)a 
halgan rode to bis beafaaetle up swilce bim to geferan oa his 
fracodnj^ee. He seat ISa y^r awa torS. ] bis suna bettehte ealoe 
his cynedom. ao crist hine fordyde. Sum casere wcea on }>am Encihuii>«d 
dagum criateo. ;] gelj^ed. eracliuB gebaten. nuearh on gefeohtum. Hew*.. 
7 he hia geleafan g^lengde mid godum weorcum. 7 godea )ieowas chtwiw, 
WDr|)ode mid wel-willeadum mode. 

Da com )>ees coadruan sunu togeaoea %ara caaere, wolde mid 
gefeohte gewinnan hia rice. Da geweat^ him bam. f bi beald- 
lice tw^ieu to anwige eodon on )xa>re ea biycge. ] ee^ sige 
gewunne weolde ^kb ricea butan fmra manna Ijre ))G him mid Hsama 
comon. Hi [>a ealle gecwfedon f gif ffiuig man wolde heora Coidnw'i 
o$rum fylatan. f man bine eosa gefeoge. "j foredum aceancum 
into ]Mere ea wnrpe. 

Hi eodon Jia begen on Juere briege togcedere. ] se geleafiulla 
caaere alede jwne godea feond coadruea sunu. ] be si^^n geweold btm. 
ealles hia rices, j rad him *to coadme. {« beah eall se here bli&- t,^ ^^ 
lice to eraclio. -j he hi underfeng. -j to ^llubte gebigda ] nan 
man nolde cy)>an coadrae f gewiun. foi%an )« be wiea andseete 
eallum his leodum. 

EracKua |)a astah to )>iere aticolan upflora. j ewaX to |)am 
arleaasn ardlice {las word. Lifes ic |)e geann. gif ^u annedlice 
gelyfet nu on btelend crist. -j cwy=6st f [lu wille to fiilluhte 
gebugan. -} ic )iin &eond beo. 3 ic [^ leete habbau )>ia land to 
gewealde. ^f [lu )»onne elles deat. }iu acealt dea^ sweltan, 

pa nolde se cosdme on crist gelyfao. ] eraclyiis sona his awurd OicDnt iiew 
ateah. 1 bine bebeafdode^ -j het bebyrigan. ] nam hia gingran mscorf™.. 
Bunu si%%an to fuUnhte tyn wintra cnapa. ] bim cynedom foi^eaf 
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gave up ki him tbe kingdom, and then delivered to his (own) army tho 
hi^ Bteeple, with all the silver; but he himself took the gold and gems 
into God's church. Then he carried the rood, with a proceeaion of 
the people, again to Jerusalem, e^eflj and joyfully. 

Biding quickly, they came at last to tbe aforesaid city; and the 
emperor sat on a royal horse, as was moat pleaaing to him. But when 
he would enter (the city) then was the gate closed, so that tbe atones 
fell suddenly together, and bo it was wrought into a wall. 

Then were they terrified on account of that wonderfiil token, and 
forthwith looked sorrowfully to heaven, and saw onr Lord's precious 
cross shining there ; and Qod's angel bore it above the gate and thus said : 

"When that the heavenly king, Christ Himself, entered in through 
this same gate to His own passion. He was not clothed with purple, nor 
adorned with royal crown, nor rode He through this stone gate on a 
steed, but on the back of an ass He meekly rode as an example to men, 
that they should shun pride." And after these words the angel went up. 
Lo ! then the emperor quickly alighted, thanking God for the lesson ; 
and be took off his purple and his girdle of pall. Then he went with 
naked feet and took the rood, praising Qod with shedding of tears. 

Then befell a divine miracle to the stone-work. When tbe emperor 
came with meekness to tbem, then the stones parted and the gate opened 
tself. There was also another marvel, so that a winsome (delightful) 
odor steamed on the holy cross, when it was on its way home, through 
the land and filled the air; and the people rejoiced on account of this, 
being filled with the odor. 

No perfume could give oat so delightful a smelL And then the 
emperor exclaimed with joy : " O thou marvellous rood on which Christ 
would suffer and quench our ains with His precious blood ! thou 
rood shining more than the bright stars of middle earth ! Greatly art 
thoa to be loved, holy and winsome tree ; thou wert worthy to bear tbe 
prize of all middle earth ! Be mindiul of this assembly which is here 
gathered together for the honour of God !" 

Then the emperor exalted the Holy Rood in that same place in which it 
stood at first, before the impious king, Cosdnie, took it there&om. On that 
day the true Saviour marvellously manifested His power through the illus- 
trious cross, so that a dead man arose on that day, and four bedriddei) 
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betffilite %a bis here ))one heagan stjrpel. mid eallum ]>am eeolfre, ^^^ll^ 
] he aylf genam f gold, -j )>a gymmae. into godea cyrcan. Ferode ^'^j^^g„ 
^ )f& rode mid )>tee folces meniu ongean to hieniaalem geome 
mid blisse. 

Hi comon [>& Eetnextau caflice ridende to ]<nre foressedan 
byrig. 7 Btet se casere on kjmelicum horse swa him gecwemast webs. 
ftc |ia |>a he inn wolde. ^s, wear|) f geat belocen. swa f )ia Btanas 
feoUon terlice togeedere. 7 wear)> geworht to aoum wealle swa. 

Hi wurdon )>a aiyrhte. for ]>am &r)ican tacne. -j beheoldon f^^^'^*'^ 
Barige Bona to heofonnm. •] geeawon drihtaee rode deorwui%lice '^ *^'°- 
))8er scinan. ] godee engel hi bter bu&n )>am geate ] cwtB%. 

pa )« ae heofo&Iica cyning crist sylf inferde («irh yia ylce 
get to his agenre )>rowiinge. uses he mid purpuran gescryd. ne 
mid cynehelme g^lenged. *ne he on. eteda ne rad. )>urh fiis ' [i^ibt] 
etnnene geat. ao on assan hricge he rad eodmodlice mannum 
to bysne. f hi modignyese onscunion. ] tefter Sysnm wordum 
gewende se engel up. Hwset %a se casere caflice libte )«uc^nde 
gode Retire wissunge. t dyde of his purpuran. 7 his pellenan 
gyrlan. eode ]>a mid nacodum fotum. •} genam y& rode mid 
agotenum tearom god wurfiigende. 

WeaHS )« godea ivundor on ]ftau weorc-etanum ^ %a se caaere EncUai 
com mid eadmodnysse to. ja toeodon 15a stanas. ] geopenode f J^.J!"'' 
get. Wtes eac o(>er wnndor swa f wynsum bne%. etemde on '>™>a"y- 
(■sere halgan rode Jia f>a heo hamwerd wmb. geond f land. 7 ])8 oiMWanu 
lyfte afylde, ■} f folc ftea fe^;node. a^lde mid )iam bne%e. <'k**- 

Ne mihte nan wyrt-bri^ swa wynaumlice ateman. 3 se caaere The 
)a clypode mid blyase. Eala fm wnndorlice rod. on )icere %e ^^^^ 
criat wolde [irowian. ] ure wita adwescan mid his deorwurjian 
blode. Eala }m scinende rod Bwi)>or )K)nue tungla meere on 
middan-earde micclnm to lufigenne. halig treow. 3 wynanm. |ie 
wur)>e wiere to berenne ealles middau-eanles wur)>. gemuude 
fiisne heap. )>« her gegaderod is gode to wuT%mynte. 

pa abof ae casere Jia halgan rode up on Jitere ylcan atowe. |>e '^^ ^^ 
heo on atod set fruman. ear ^an ^e ae arleaaa cynincg coadrue hi ^o^- 
gename. On %am doege geawutelode ae soSfEeata heelend wun- 
dorlice mihte. )>urh hia )» msran rode, swa f an dead man aras 
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ones were there wonderfully healed, and ten lepers from their lingering 
disease, and many maniacs rogained their sensea. And many sick ones 
were healed of variouB diseaaee at the Holy Rood for the hononr of Christ. 
And the emperor afterwarda performed many good deeds Uiere, and 
endowed God's chnrehes with lands and sustenance, and restored Qod's 
praise. He went then to his royal seat to Constantinople, with great 
Faith meditating opon God's greatness. Now is the day called in Chris- 
tian hooka Exaltatio Sonata Crude, that is in English speech, Upliftii^ 
of the Holy Bood, because that it was exalted with great honour on the 
forestud day to the honour of the Lord. 

It is neverthelcM to be noticed that it (the cross) is widely distributed, 
by means of freqnent sections, to every Wd. But the spiritual token 
(signification) is with God ever inoomiptible, though the tree be cut in 
pieces. The heavenly sigif of the Holy Rood ia our banner against the 
fierce devil, when we bless ourselTce boldly through God with the «gn of 
the cross and with right belief. 

Though a man waver wonderfully with his hand, nevertheless it is 
not a bleanng except he make the sign of the holy cross, and forthwith 
the fierce fiend will be terrified on account of the victorious t<^en. With 
three fingers must a man make the sign and bless himself for the Holy 
Trinity, which is a glory-ruling God. Sometimes priests say that Christ's 
betrayer (traitor), the impiotra Judas, shall not hereafter be condemned in 
the great day (of doom) to the deep hell, and they say that he may excuse 
himself to Christ, as if he of necessity committed that treachery against 
Him. But against that we say that Christ's word is not felse. He said 
concerning Judas, that it were better for him that he were not bom, than 
that he should be His betrayer. Neither the Jews nor that secret tr^tor 
-were compelled by God to that horrible intention, but when that Christ, 
who seeth all things, saw their evil will. He then turned it to good, eo 
that their wickedness became to us for salvation. Each man who does 
evil with evil intention is guilty before God, though he may benefit some, 
and each man who does good with good will, hath his reward of Qod, 
though he may do harm to some by it, because the righteous judge giveth 
to each the reward according as he himself might determine (will) aud 
his will might dictate to him. Now are the Jewe and the shameless 
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on ))Ain dKg9 Bona. "} feower bedrydan |)ser wurdon wimdorlio* 

gebnlede. :} tyn lic-[>roweras. fram heora laugBumam broce. ] 

fela *TTOde menn beora gewit underfengon. -j manega uEtrume • (Te»(i67, 

fram myslicum co|)um |«er wurdon gebtelede. tet fxere halgan 

Tode. criate to wui^mynte. -j Be casere Hi%%an fela goda gedyde 

]Her. ] godea cyrcan gegodode. mid landum. -j bigleufum. j godee 

lof geedniwode. Ferde %a to his cyneetole to conetanttnopolim Endiui 

mid micclum geleafaa godes mter^ emeegeade. Nu ia se dteg couMnti. 

gecwfeden on cristenum bocum. Exaltatio Sesicts cruets. ^ is on ^""^"1?^ 

engliscre aprsece upahefednysa Jwere halgan rode, forjian f>e heo Hoiv'Rwd." 

VEBs ahafen mid healicam wurSmjnte on ^Am foreacBdaii dsge. 

drihtne to lofe. 

le Bwa |)eah to witenne f heo is wide todteled. mid gelomli- J^^?* 
cum ofcyrfun* to lande gehwilcuw*. ac aeo gastlice getacnung is ^^ y,, 
mid gode sfre a aabrosnigendlic. |ieali jie se beam beo to-conien. ^"^ 
^ heofonlice tacn ^re halgan rode ia ure gu%fana vn\i [K)iie 
gremlican deofot. (lonne we us bletaia^ gebytde ]'arh god mid 
|Mre rode tacne. ] mid rihtum geleafan. 

peah be man wafige wundorlice mid handa ne bi% hit beab HowOb 

"^ MgnofUm 

bletsung buta he wyrce tacn Jnere halgan rode. ] ae re^a feond ^"^^^^ 

bi)> sona afyrht for %am aige-^stan tacne. Kid Jnytii fingnun 

man sceall senian. -j bletsian. for )iEere halgan Jirjnnyese. ]>e ia 

)irim-wealdend god. Hwilon cwe)ia% preostaa. ^t cristcs liewa 

indas ae arleasa eft ne wuT%e fordemed on [wm micclan dsge. to 

)«m deopan hell& -} cwe)>a% f he mage wi% criat bine betellan. 

swilce he neadunge gefremode f facn wi* bine. Ac we cwe*a^ 

)iKr togeanea. f criatea word ne bi% leas, he cw»% be fan iudan. 

f him vtere betere f *he geboren amre ^nne be bis ttewewKre. *[inti6B.] 

Nseron ya iudeiscan ne ae djma Itewe ^urb god geneadode. Juouand 

to %am gramlican get>eabte. ac }ia fia criat geseab. sd ^ gesibV tn pnnisiitd 

oalle fing heora yfelan willan. jia awende )w hit to gode. awa trmimmt ta 

f heora yfelnyas us becom to luele. JElo man ye yfel de]> mid 

yfelum willan. ia acyldig wiS god. f>eah J>e hit anmum fremige. 

] nlc man }>e god de% mid godnm willan htefV his mode eet gode. 

^eah t>e hit hearmige suraam. for )ian ye se rihtwiaa dema deS 

nlcum y& mede. be ]>am ye be sylf wolde, ■} bis wiUa him dihte. 
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trwtor (Judita), who plotted against Him, guilty of Chmt'a death {though 
that it became to ub for everlasting redemptioD), and none of them eball 
ever come to Chriat'e kingdom unless they repent them of their sin and 
turn to Christ. The Saviour is bo merciful, that He would have mercy 
upon His own mnrdereis if they would tarn and pray for Hie mercy, as 
many of them did, as for inetauce the centurion who wickedly pierced 
Him (Christ) in His holy side, and afterwards turned to Him. The cen- 
turion was named Louginas. He saw then how suddenly the sun became 
dark from midday until noon, and all middle earth trembled, and rocks 
burst asunder; then he turned to Christ, smiting his breast, saying 
loudly, Vere Ftlius Dei ett hie — Truly this (man) is the Sou of Qod. He 
then renounced his employment, and proceeded to the apostles, and was 
by them instructed in the futh, and with baptism was washed from his 
former deeds. 

Then he distribnted all hia goods in alms, and lived in purity as 
Christ's own servant (tbain) in great abstinence, and preached to the 
heathen the true ^th and foi^veness of sins, and put down idolatry, and 
performed miracles in Qod's name, until a cruel judge put him to death 
with great torments. 

But he wrought many marvels before the judge, amid the torments, 
and blinded the judge through the power of CFod, that men might know 
how merciful the Saviour is who had magnified him so. Then was he 
beheaded for the sake of the Saviour, whom he had before cruelly 
wounded on the cross, and he (now) dwells eternally in glory with Him. 
The heathen judge who put him to death was named Octavius. But he 
came afterwards to the place where he was sl^, and sought his body, 
praying for forgiveness, with weeping and lamentation. Then forthwith 
he saw with sound eyes, being enlightened by the same who had before 
made him blind. Then the judge sumptuously buried the body of Lon- 
ginuB, and believed on Christ, ever gloril^ing Qod uutil he departed this 
life. Qlory and praise be to the benevolent Ood, who reigneth ever 
eternally. Amen. 
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Ku e^d )ia iudeUcan. ] ee Bceamlease Itewa cristes des^Ses Bcyl- 
dige. )>e syrwdon be him. )>efth f>e hit ua become to ecere alyaed- Nomof tiwm 
njBse. •] heora nan ne bec^S to crieteB rice ntefre. butan {>am [>e ^j!'^ 
hit gebettan. ] gebugan to criste. Swa luilde is se hselend ^ he ^^^t""' 
miltsian wolde his ^enum alagum ^f hi gecyrran woldoa. ^ 
biddan his miltsuDge. swa swa heora msenig dyde. swa Bwa se 
huudredes ealdor. jie hine betelice atang on his halgan sidau. '] 
M¥Kan him beah to. ee hiindredes ealdor batte longinus. He ^^^^"^ 
geseah 15a sona bii aeo sunne aJ)jstrode. fram mid-dtege o^ non. chrtot'i ^de. 
] eall middan-eard bifode. ] atanaa toburaton. )>a beab he to 
criate aleande bis breosL ] secgende hlude. Uere.JUius dd est hie, 
So|)lice (lees is godes aann. He forlet %a bis folgoS. ] ferde 
to |)am apoatolam. ] wear¥ geliered to geleafau ]>tirb hi. ^ mid 
fultiibte a|)wageii fmm his iyrlenam dfedum. 

He dselde l>a hie eabta ealle on telmyssan, -j on cteDnyase ^jJ^JJ'^'*' 
Isofode. swa swa criatea *^gen, on myoebre forbrefednjfsse. ] • [i»fi68, 
|>am h8e)>enum. bodade Jione aojian geleaian. ] aynne forgifennyase. ciirift. and 
] towearp deofolgild. 5 wundra gefreraode on godea naman. o^ 
f sum grambc dema bine gemartyrode mid micclum witum. 

Ac he worhte fela wundra tetforan [>am detnan. betwnx J>am 
tintr^;um. ] ableude Jione deman [>urb godea mihte. ^ menn 
mihton tocnawon bu mildheort se bnlend ia. [« hine mersode 
swa. He weai% |)a beheafdod for %ees hselendes naman. ]>one )>e 
be «r gewundode w»Ihreowlice on rode, ] wimaS on ecnysac on 
wuldre mid him. Octauius hatte se bsebena dema be hine acweatde. P? "? , , 
ac he com ai%%an |jfer be ofslagen webs. ] gesohte hie I 
forgifennysae mid wope -j beofunge. pa geaeah be ai 
fiillum e^nm. )>urh ))one ylcan onliht ]>e bine ^er ablende. ■} ae * 
dema y& deorwur%lice bebyrigde longinea lichaman. j gelyfde on 
criflt lefre wuldrigende god. o¥ f lie gewat of life. Sy wuldor ] 
lof )>am wel-willendan gode, se%e leire rixaS on ecnyaae. 
AMEN. 
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3 rode now for to rede 
ihesua cnste he be mi spede, 
)iat |iere-on euBi-ed eoroufiil pine 
to lauBe Ts fra our wijwr-wine ; 
we agb to buxumli hit bere, 
for bit of bote is our banere, 
bs.^ on bodi emd in bert, 
ag^ne alia our care hit ia our quert 
quen iheniH fer-o! was vD-done, 
^ iewes hid hit efter eone 
fra cristen men hit to blinde; 
la)) ware ham [lai Bulde hit fiade, 
^ai wiate ]>e cristen walde hit kepe 
for-[>i in er]> Jial grofe bit depe 
vnder er|», and oJ)er twa 
quare-on }>e theuie hang on aqua ; 
^ ri)t rode )>ai went to dille 
out of ^ crieten mennis Bkille, 
)>at if wi]> cbausce men on ham hit 
qnilk )>ai snide haue (wi sulde no3t witt : 
IT bot cnst, |)at nane is to him like, 
walde nojt late hia dere relike, - 
squa notefiil t>ing, aqua lang be hid, 
)>at he ne walde y&t hit ware kid. 
qnen hit had bene ij. bundre jere 
vnder erji, )>at druri dere, 
to bote of baji oiw aaule and life, 
he did hit be fimdin boron a wife : 
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a dujti wife, J>at hijt Eline, 
was moder of king coatantine, 
ho fande bit, qna-som vil wite hit now, 
32 herkin and I eal tel bit }ou. 

A Is in stori. I. red and fande, 
quen coetantine was liuande 

of rome yen waa be emperaur, 
36 agaiue he]>iii folk sti^ in atoure; 

be-tid a tide )>at he)>iu lede 

come bim batflJl for to bede; 

sa mikil folk |iai wi]) bam led 
40 }>at coBtantine was sare a-dred. 

\iai come tille Mm yat ilk nijt 

atte Ihu snide on ]>e mome fijt). 
V A man )>at se1cou)> f^re was graide 
44 eome to )ie kiuge omf fms he saide : — 

" costantine loke vp amd se 

til beiiien-warde ami conforte [«." 

he lokid vp (md in jiat sijt, 
48 be sagb [^ar] crisds croese ful bri^tj 

a titel sagh he (>ar-on lye, 

"here-in ^ou salle haue victorie." 

J>en did \te klnge make [of] a neyuen' 
52 snche a croa as be s^b in beyuen* ; 

and Tp in trau}i bo ras stede&st 

and bra^li on his &as be brast, 

tmd did Jiat cros be-for him lede 
66 aatd felled dou» t>at curaid lede ; 

|)ai felle, )>ai fled )« wifier-wine, 

))e victorie baa kings costantine 

)>orou )ie croice amd crietis mijt, 
60 and ^ron ^ire atediaat trau); in [d]ri}t. 

Pen eende jie king constantine 
sandis til bis moder eline 
for to do seobe, wi(>-outen bone, 
64 t>e cros [«t criste on was done, 



tizedoy Google 



110 HOW )>X HALI CBOS WAS tVUBlS BE 8SINT ELAINE. 

to finde )>at hati tree sum quare 
and make & kirke be raiatd Jwre. 
j<«iicinii Md benciraa Mtd unsien, 

her ^ tm men was meBsagers, 

)>u mre sende to )re quene fra rome; 
bot herkenis hov )iu gaae dome. 
it ^ ]aaedi had ^ea hir wi^i 
TbaManof ft crilteu mUl, WftB gode goldsm!)), 

gow™i*^ qiut Jjmg )>at ho him of walde mon)i[e] 

'•" ■ b™ ot atte hir deuiae make he cou^>e, 

forfBi'iu" '"'* P<"^sf ^^ "BB of Util Kjt. 

a^tftadid '""' *° * '^^ mitil he t^ 

dtbt^H^ * soumrne of money for to amount, 

™' and aakid him ful harde a-coimt; 

)ie conenaad was niade fiil harde 
and saide he mode him suche forwarde, 
if he his money mujt nojt gett, 
f«t he sulde jilde him for his dett 
)iat ilk w^t at ]>er was leese 
he Bulde jilde of his awen Sfsae. 
TtwdtbtuM )>e dai Is past, |>e dette vn-quit, 

^^r )« bodi be-houis beleue for hit 

penii^. ^ ]>e cneten dred ful sare (w pine, 

bot )« iew walde neuer fine. 
ha}> to )>e quenis court yai come, 
)ie iew )>rali bad gif him dome, 
sharp grundiu knife in hande he bare, 
1 MS. hu )>e cristen^ stode lu^d be-for him )iare ; 

«rtrim. |«i walde for money had him b«qt, 

bot gronte of ]>e iew gatte )iai nojt ; 
of raunsoun na mare (>en a risshe 
walde be take bot of his flessbe. 
BenchuHd ^ Stude bddras and ansiera:— 

Uieun. "|>ou sal haue bro]Mr al |<i ferg, 

|)e quene has biddin ts to deme 
And al ^t resoun is to queme. 
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say VB how )>oa wil him dijt 
aatd we aalle giue {« dome ful rijt." 
% "how," eaide fe iew, "bot be my lay, 

104 ^t went |)at eu^ I. caii or may, 
his eien first putt oat I. sal 
and bis hende emite of wi)>-al ; 
toDge and neiee wil I. nojt saae, 

108 til atte I al my couenande baue." 
% ]ie mess^^ers him gaf ansquare 

")>en semis bit nojt ]>ou wil him spare, 
take )h)u ^ flesae we deme )>e, 

112 aqua atte ^ blode mai sauid bej 
ft drope of blode if atte |>ou tiae 
we gif jou dojne, J« wrange is (line ; 
al if his flesahe was salde emd hofb 

116 his blode to selle neuw be (»o)t ; 

[>e fallis )>e flesshe, we ar wele knawen, 
kepe him )>e blode y&t ia bis awen." 
% ^n saide ])at iew, "be eaiat drijtine 

120 me ^ink ^e wers port is miue j 
to take )>e flesehe if I. assay 
(len |)C blode wil ryn a-wayj 
for-done je baue me wi|> jour dome, 

124 and )>at make je romains of rome; 
maugrefe )>er'fore mole )e baue, 
alle )>at sucbe a dome me gaue." 
If benciras J>en s^de, "porfay 

128 alle has jiis court herde )>e missay, 
me and my felaw sir ansiere ; 
ym has missaide rijt foule here, 
we wil misaay )>e na wijt, 

132 bot ellis of )re we wil hane rijt; 
[« lauedi, for ho did tb leue, 
ho bad TB rijtli dome to gine, 
OTid ))e 6o]> we haue ye saide, 

136 jMT-fore |>on dos vs now ypbrude." 



bta^tor-i 
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^ )>e lauedi bad, wi)i-outen lite, 
iugemest on him pai sulde giae tite, 
CtoLNk] for sicnre irafl ho fan of aite, 

)fat ^ cristen man was quite. 
^ey be iew waa dampned, ao at be quene 

Je^^M^ snide al his catel haue be dene, 

j^jjjjj In hir mffrci his tonge to take, 

''wi""- Jiat in hir presence euche wordte spake, 

[le iew him ^nijt Belcou)i tone 
atte \aa dome at was sa kene, 
and saide on bijt, atte al miijt here, 
Th»j«wtii«n "nie ware leuer sou to lere 

offgra to iho" 

*«|^J^|^ quare lijs jour lordiB rode tree, 

hiSXSlS 1*" f™ "°"*'' dampned be." 

P"»'W- ^ "god wate frende," Jwn aude eline, 

"|k>u Bal be quite of alle )>i pine 
if )>oii wil do as I. )>e bid, 
to shew TS qaere ]>at croe ia hid." 

BeHkiUma "lauedi," he saide, "be m; lay, 

BecoBtrj be sob let can I. noit saj; 

iBVlW-. U.J ^ ■ J 

bot sette me a certame day 
]>at vn]> ray m^stris speke I may, 
I salle !« bringe ti)>ande of hit, 
(« quilk ble]>eli jwii walde witt" 
% "Gladli," ho swde, "liere I )« hijt 
of a day respite and a nijt ; " 
Hitoi»wii V Bftide elwae, "certis bot bou hit finde 

ehiu hwe hii of ba{i )>ine eien {>on sal be blinda ' 

d»Tiatiin<i m be iew him sped tawarde bis tide, 

"" •^""- oner his day durst he no»t bide ; 

On Uis dM 

ippointsdhe na selcou)) if he dred him sare, 

iheqmen, he wiste (« quene walde him ncgt spare; 

wi*™t'° ^^ ^^ ^^ went better gpede, 

*'*»■ and Haide, "lauedi I. knaw my dede, 

priuely be-houis vs fare, 
€md folowes me wi^uten mare." 
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bar-fore be went him Bone in by Hebmivht 

' ' IhB noma 

vn-to (« mount of caluary; mdounrfoik 

tmd o)«r folk went wij> ]>e quene, 
176 {lidder ]>ai went al bedene. 
% aone quen |»i ^aire praier makid, 

)>e er|> vnder bam bit sbakid. 

t>en Baide \e iew ))at al |>iB berde, 
180 "criflte )>ou art sauiour of jns werde !" 

bis ola)ns he keet, al bot bia serke, 

to make bim uemil rn-to his werke; 

siben he toke a spade in hande, Tie j«»,witti 

184 lange he dalue, bot nojt he fande; "" '~ 

^ qnen be rijt depe bad dellui[n] sare, 

mare Jien sx. fote or mare, 

}>ai fonde iij. crossis; an was \iat i\ke, 
188 bot wiate )>ai nc^t quilk was quilk, 

)ie quilb mi^t be |>e lordia tre, 

and quilk mujt )>e tbeuis be : 

wiji mikil ioy tmd mikil gl^ 
192 to J« toun ))aj bare )>a [ire; 

)>er ware ym done in c«rtune place, 

for to a-bide our lordis grace. 
1 boute midward of |)e day and mare 
J96 -^ a dede man core for)) ]»i bare; 

saint elaiue made hir praier yaxe, 

80 did al Jie folk was fare, 

{■at crist sulde bam takenii^ shaw 
200 hie awen dere tree to knaw. 

on ai)w tree )>e core on rane, 

bot alw^ lay bit stil as stane ; 

% |>e |)rid ]>ai touchid wi|) bis bid^ 

204 and vp he rase wi)>-outen bide, 

and spac wi|> a bli)" Toyee, 

OTid fna gatia he h^lsed )ie croice :— 

"god loke )>e croe pf^«cioua |nuge, 
208 on ^ bange y&i beiest kingej 
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menekid wi]t his flcBshe wm Jwu, 

of alle trees maate of vertu ; 

he has }>e halghed at mtmt con ken, 

and l>e salle mensk al cristen men." ' 

^ |)ia miracle sene «i^ mani man, 

|>ai bare hit to ^ temple (>an ; 

)>e lewea to )>e baptim ran, 

Jiw was cristened mani a man. ! 

quen [lat cros was bF03t in 

men mi^t se ^inge is jet to myn, 

for y&t tree ^ hit of was shome, 

as talde is in )iis boke be-fbme, 't 

and al-wEUB in )>at temple lay, 

and ;et waa fund^i )wr )>at day ; 

hit jalde of hit sa squete a smel, 

how gode hit was can I. nojt tel ; £ 

f>e amelle oner al )« temple spred, 

and yer-wip Eunendid ilka sted ; 

tmd bi ^t smellii^[« mujt man so 

hit waa ehorne of )>at ilk tree. S 

% a lew ^t mikO had herde and sene, 

he talde )ie bo]> vn-to [>e quene, 

and Btude, his eldris talde him be dene, 

quatkin a tree hit sulde haue bene; ! 

quen ho had herde al his reaoure, 

)>en can ho make hir orisonn, 

|)at god wit^ring sulde sende hir aone, 

whar ho sulde )iat cros done. 2 

% onr lorde hir sende an angel wise, 

and bad hir dele hit in foure portiae ; 

|>e tane sulde in ^6 temple lende, 

to rorae men aulde )« to|wr aende, 2 

til alisanndre to here Jw )>rid, 

)ie fir|> to bere hir Seluin mid, 

to coatentine wttA hir to wende, 

oTtd alsqiia did. |)at lauedi hende. 2 
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% In foure pecU >ai hit smate, m-^^Z 

of J« quiche got hit wate; ^^t^ 

[Mti did ri)t wttA ij. as god ment, 
248 til rome and sliBaundre ham sent ; 

]i6 )>rid )itu left in )>at dt^ 

as in stede of anctorit^ ; 

)« fir]> led hir wi^ eline 
252 TD-to hir Bone king coBtantine ; she look* 

to mete hir jode mani baroura, ^SS°Ei'i""' 

wi]> grete and fitire procesBionn ; a'^w?"*' 

wiji-in [« kirke of saint sopbie 
256 ^ haue )iai sette hit richelie ; 

was neuer 3et na tree in lande 

sa riche ne sa faire shewande ; 

Men was wonte to come to Be 
260 at iike paskis )>at hall tree. 

daies iiij. ham sette for stage naoennionr 

cwuikM 

^ emperour wi)> hiB baronf^e, *itii ifa* 

1[ a-pon )»e day of mandee ; "" ^™ 

264 |>e. riche qnene wij> hir meyne, fwudaji. 

a-pon )« Mdaj efterwardeS Jmb."**'' 

of pordonit for to seme hir part ; 

)« elei^ on |)e aeterday, 
268 y^t kepers ware of cristen lay; 

wi}>-onten case }>«r dues ))re 

)iia cros was ^ea, and man mote se ; 
IT and hit was talde of mani man, AUquorimn 

272 at a licour bw-of ranne, cro-.mBd 

fiat wi)) betingfl was bote of bale, "^ '"*■ 

and sekenea diu«ra to make ham hale; 

a vessel, |)at hit ware no;t tint, 
276 stode vnder bat liconr for to hint, soma of the 

for to dele vn-to J>e ynfere, ™ughi in ■ 

to sonde oner at )»e cuntree sere. ™i^" 

PE grace of god is grete and gode, coanipta*. 

|iat ginis rs ensaumple of )ie rode ; 
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ma mijtM baa our lorde wrojt 

}>en &ni man mai )>iok in )>o]t: 
itaHBMo bot man of trau)> is aqua vnaely, 

^j^uhv )>ai traw nojt bot |iHi se wi)i «y ; '. 

and Jiat Tmie)»i8 wil ]iai traw, 

wi)^outen eigne of grete vertu, 

me )>ink, if je )>e BO^ haue si^t, 
Bnt linn lbs jiat syn f-e werlde was first wrojt, i 

^j" M*^ miraclia of }« croBsia mqt 

thecroMh»v. img oflj standcD in atede tmd rijt, 

KiSS"^' °"®'' *'"*' vnder, rijt antZ left, 

P"*™- in Jiia compas god haa al weft; ' 

T bot-if man of him-aelue be blinde, 

Tm-)>iuk him wete he aal hit finde, 
ihaCnwta be Uknes of bis tree aa Irew 

■Mntloned In 

ttwOMik*. was in )>e aide lagh«, be-for |ie new, ' 

and in )>e new lagh« alaqna eere, 
)iat anm ar gode of for to here. 

Tu> tm lot ^ I |)ink ))iB is )>at tree of blis 

g^jjiin {«t rijtwisnes to bnndin is. i 

had adam fundin hit atte hande, 
]>ar-wi]> he mujt had life lastonde; 
)>at planntid hit is in poradis 
and doB [« dede vp for to rise. ! 

Aduniw* If and adam, quen he wrojt had woghe, 

iL'j!^ vnder ^ia tree he him droghe, 

{>at did him god to resoun 
and did him hope of pordonn. i 

rtm^Sto l**^" '^™ ''^'^ daine his bro^ fals ; 

ui imtbw. wif-in )>at cry was grete Jiing hid, 

yai in ^ia croa nov b kid. ! 

and dede, for bo)>, had bene noe^ 

had noit him saned bat tree. 
Thtfeor , , ' , 

oomenof of foUTC comers )>e arche was made, 

™™^»ot als has |>e oros of longe and brade; i 
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f>e dore of |>e arcbe a-pon )ie side, 

an(2 ^ was ih«9iiB wounded wide ; 

qua wil Tin-^iak« him in his mode 
320 mai fi&de mani takenis of |>e rode. 
1[ Our lorde gaf moises a wande 

to wirke maiatri wi)> in bande ; 

Bum time was hit worme, sum time jerde, 
324 aa men I.-noghe has eaide and herde 

Jiat wele be takenid. ]iat cipres, 

)>w-of waB wamiB[t]' moiaeB, 

ba^ in worde and in dede. 
328 quen iarael of egipt jede, 

of \»t blessed lambia blode, 

a cros was made in signe of rode ; 

)ia at cros bad on bam drawen, 
332 our lorde bam sauid as for his awen ', 

and al )ia o\ier ware bot tint 

and tajt m-to ^ angels dint.- 
IT quen )« nedderee fat ware fel 
336 stanged |>e folk of Israel, 

quen (>ai welk in wildemes, Si,!?'^ 

Tnder }« warde of sir moyses, 

a nedder was sette a-pou a tree, 
340 )>at quen ye stanged mujt se 

ye nedder on Jie tree yer hange, 

yai ware alle warisht of ^ire stange. 
^ quen yai st^be, as ]hu did oft, 
344 moises lift bia hende ou loft, 

ye quilist be helde his bende on croice, 

ay berde his awen folk ye voice. 

^ quen strife was a-boute prestbede, 

348 in ye dais a-mange ye iewes lede, 

to xij. men tajt y^a wandea x^., 

ilkan merkid bis bim-selue, 

and saide quilk wande beris blome 
352 Bulde baue Jie prestbede wi)> dome ; 
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lbs w florisht au, as u haue berde, 

prMlund ' ' 

hi»™ml^ IF Heliaeus on oper-mee 

did a dedemau for to rise; 

^ etaf ))at he a-pon lum did 

(« crosee hit bare" to tak in hed«. 

Dkvid.obm ^ quea danid fajt againe (tat etiu 

Sbi with haa be noit bis staf for-ietin ; 

■IIMh, ban ' ■* ' 

• loiuno/ vii-to [« bataile he bit bare, 

tnujt na kinge squorde do mare. 

Theiipiaf ^ sigue of tav. in aide UweB 

thaCKBi. be-takenis cros in our dawes, 

Ye men at ]iar wi)> blessed ware 
hit helped ham fra mia-fare^ 
tav and croa ba)> ar as an, 
hot. tav has jerde a-bouen nan. 
of croice in )>e aide testament 

•thtCnmi* was mani bisening, qua to cowde tent, 

^B.qua- ^ croice is, qua-smn' wil or nay, 

thsbBmHroi baner of hali kirk to-day; 

Holy Kirk. ^ ' 

man has no^ berde yat fole be lome 

])at bali crosse baa wi[> bam borne. 
^J^^ hot bas betid, ba> now and are, 

JJJJJJ^"* (« lesae folk ouer-come |« mare, 

}>«r croice was stad atte ani fijt, 

if )>e dude be tMie wif rijt. 
oftiMCnM Of croa to telle for-gete I nogtt, 

•^•jjj" of cros ^ formaet man was wrojt, 

of croB )>e first of alle wifia ; 
BrtfaaOiciM of cros god bo3t our saule liuia, 

i^if^ [>«r-on be gaf hlmngelf raunsonn, 

and of him-self made gunianoun. 

^ cros of medicino beria bote, 

ba]> in frute and als in rote; 

in cros hit was for ts t« flour 

]iat we bane )iorou sa grete honour. 
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a riche likms ay beris hit, 

hit is )>e heued of hali writte, 

foundement. of our clergie, 
392 rewle hit is of haly vie. 

makid hit is of foure and |ire, 

now is hit talde hot for a tree ; 

nokis foure and trees )iri&, 
396 Byn fe )>rid was done )>er-in. 

In trees ]>rin and faure poratea 

L Tnderstande )ie vij. artis ; 

of iiij. (md iij., qua tellis eyuen, 
400 he sal hit noumbre make of vij. 

^u do to gedder z. and ij. 

)>e laghis twin sal ]>on finde aqua; 

In X. sal |>ou £nde ]>e halde, 
404 in tale of twa ]» new is talde. 

man has on croice his schapjng knawen, 

and he him-selfe on yij is drawen, 

ba)> in bodi and saule, I. say ; 
408 )ie bodi of element3 twies tway, 

^ saule hit has of strengthis )nin, 

|»t takin of cros fai here wi))'in. 
^ quen god [lat ordeins alkin state, 
412 of alle in his for-Jwjt he wate, 

ferlely puruaied he an ; 

a eros of tree ewwi nojt of stane, 

bot )«t was for to make mende 
416 of ]ie tree yat was defende : 

his cros he has wrojt witA crail, 

bit bens schap tU- alkin shaft. 

wele did moises ))at hit fande, 
420 and dauid als y«t fot )ie wande, 

and salamon |)at fel hit did ; 

and ho )>at hit fende, quare htt was faid, 

elaine at sqna gerne hit sojt, 
424 and til our note now has hit bn^t, 
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ho delt hit wisely m ho wilde, 

fiat al )iis werlde hit la fiilfildtf 

of |>e name cmd of )>e smellc^ 

for-fi ifl gode {>er-of to telle. i 

Eliue ne walde iio;t for lete 

)>e nitylis, in hende and fete 

^t driuen ware ; fill jome ho BOjt 

til ho ham fejid, fund ho nojt, 4 

a werk of ham ho wrojt ful fine 

In bridel of king costaatine ; 

waa na criatal ala brijt, 

ne sa ahene to mani Bi;t ; i 

• MS.fin, quidder-enm* he ferde Jiat aire, 

^ bridel brijtnea bare of fire ; 
■BdMiuj mani )iat sagh )>at bridel brijt 

*«t«4byifc turned to Jw grace of goddia mijt. i 

2™*^" costantine ham bare iy. jere, 

J^^JJ^ quen he droghe til his endinge nere, 

out to ]>e bridil he ham la^t, 

tMid to be aide )>e oroia ham tt^t, A 

|iat mani vertu Bi(>en wrtgt, 

Jiorou mi}t of cKst J>at ts bojt; 

at coetantine noble and in fraunce 

god has made mani muatraunce. 4 

Tiion^ii*™ ^ At gaint denia la his oroun, 

Bi. D«iii», ^j, |,a nailii redy boun ; 

mani man come seke tend aare 

at t>aire hele had fundin t>aie. i 

Thii]"[?i« IT now |>e crois is brtgt til ende, 

teuSXta^ ^* ^'^^^ "'"'* I""** ™ defende; 

>HB.«iM. qua-Bum' )pa tale can beter tende, 

S^n.* for criatJs lone he bit amende j ^ 

famdu, ]>iB tale, qnejwr bit be il or god^ 

'™^^f31 ^ &nde bit writen of |)e rode. 

Bool mftni telUs diueiseli, 

for \kl mai finde diuerse story, 4 
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% )>at fiuide )>e crois lie bijt Indas; 
made bisshop of ]>6 toum he ma, 
and his name was tumid yaa, 

464 )>at he wa« calde qniriacna: 
IT quen fmidin was )ns hali crois, 

^ warlaghe aside on-loft with voia : — 
" a ha iTidoa t qTiat haa )kiu done, 

468 {wu has me greued, I warne jiee sone 
at )>ou did |iat cros ki^e, 
you salle rew hit maui si]>e ; 
}«rou hit ware mani aaulis myne, 

472 ^t I am ferde now to tjoe ; 
nojt for-l>i I. wil nojt nyte, 
fill wele I eal )ii dedis quite ; 
B-no|>er kinge gtdne )ie Btd riae 

476 Jiat sal make ye to griae, 

and do ye suffer sa m;kil shame, 
at )Kin sal nite ihera name ; 
and ^ia was saide be tiraud an. 

480 )>at quiriac was of sijiea slan : 
1[ ))at findis CTy quen ludae herd«, 
neusr ye mare was he ferde, 
bot waned he )>at quiver-wine, 

484 wnd saide, " crist )>at is lorde myn^ 
he deme fw in-to helle depe, 
euer in wellande wa to wepe." 
pat hali crois, I of haue red, 

488 qnar-on iherus for ts was spred, 
hit ia our shilde aad our apere, 
againis ye feinde for to were ; 
ilk day in were we weinde 

402 bot )>at ihe<u vs grace sende, 
)M>rou ]» croia a-gaine ye fende 
to be our Bocour at our ende. 
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In/etto excdtadonis tanete cruda. 

A king gum tjme in ctmtx^ waB, 
pat had to name king chodroas, 
A sun he had ]iat was his ayre, 
And ojwr menz^ many and faire. 
Of )*e cuntr^ of pers was he king, 
And all ]>e land at his dedeing. 
He gert ilk cet4 and ilk tonne 
Tnto hie biding be so botme, 
pat in a trone up he him sett, 
And cumand )iam with-owten lett 
pat king of kinges ]>ai suld him call, 
And allso god grettest of all, 
And lord of lordes both loud and sdll, 
And none on melde' mete him ontill. 
Zit was uc^ht )>ia in |>at sesowne 
Inogh till his confusione ; 
Bot to ieruntlem he went, 
And said all suld be schamely achent 
pat trowed on cnst or on hie lay. 
par-to he doee all )>at he may. 
In ierusalem Jiaire kirkes he stroyde, 
And cristen men fill gretiy noyed. 
He toke bU wai )ian to )>e graue 
Whare crist was layd )>at ts sail sane, 
It to destroy with all his mayn ; 
Bot for ferdnes he turned ogayne, 
And durst do no thing at )« kyrk, 
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28 Bot wikkedl; )>na gan lie virk. 
Saint Eline I>e nobill quene, 
pat lang bifore his tyme had bene, 
Fand )« cfob^ fiat men cald ^ rode, 

32 pat ihesuc died on for onre gude. 
And to ieruBalem acho it brogbt, 
And graithed it )>are als hir gude thoght, 
In eiluer and go[l]d al bidene, 

36 For ]>at it suld be kepid clene. 

And )iat Bame kirk g^ scho make 
Corioaly for )>at croB sake, 
For men auld bald )iat halj tre 

40 In honore als it av to be, 
Bot t>is ilk king chosdroaBe', 
When he wist whare pie ilk cros was, 
He gert hie men with grete mayBtiy 

44 Haue it forth with him in hy 
Ont of iernsalem cet^, 
And broght it whare him liked to be. 
When be waa |>ub cumen hame ogayn, 

48 Of his iorn^ be was fill fayue, 
And baatili ^n' gert he dight 
A faire tonre all off uluer br^ht ; 
He made it nobiUy for )>e nanes, 

52 Within all fill of precius stanes. 
A trone of gold |iariu he sett, 
With pracius Btanes all oner plett, 
And fiarein gert he gayly dyght, 

66 Like son and mone and sternes bright ; 
Also zit gert he mak |>arin 
Fropirtese by preu6 gyn, 
pat it waa like iintill a henyn ; 

60 And rayn )>arfro cumand ful enyn 
And preu^ whistils war omang 
Made euyn like to angels sang. 
pare in |iat tonre ala him gude tbogbt. 
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A sege nntill him self he wn^ht, 

And pan he gert with mekill pride 

Set )>e half cros him biside. 

par als a god he sat in stall, 

And BO he bad men snld him call. 

Hia kingdom and all his rialll^ 

Yntill hiB Hun faaly gaf he ; 

And on pia wise ]Htt curst cajtiue 

In manmetjy wald lede his line. 

And 80 he did full many a day 

Ledeand )ie folk in fendes lay. 

pus with {« deuil we lat him dwell, 

And of his son I sail now tell. 

A nobill king of cristendum, 

pat namen was heraclium, 

Was gouemowre of grete [empire] 

Souerainly als lord and syre ; 

Childer he had and worthly wife, 

In cristes law he led hia life 

pan )iiB son of chosdroas 

In bis bert euiU angerd was 

pat }iiB cristen king had name 

More (>an he or his aire at hame. 

parfore he ordand him in by. 

And gaderd a grete cumpani 

Of sarzine by bis assent; 

And with fill grete ost es he went. 

With \iia cristen king to fight, 

And to destroy bim if he might. 

Bot sone eraclins herd tell, 

Of yia falsbed how it bi-fell. 

He ordand bim tail hastily 

Of cristen men grete company. 

Bot als it was oure lordes will. 

When aither come o)>er vutill. 

In place wbare )>ai swld batayl take, 
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100 On biB wiBse iran bai coueaant moke. iii«tonof 

' or '■ChMdnim" 

A water was )>am twa by-twene, F°*l?*^ " 

And a brig all ouer it dene. ^^tai'b** 

pe B»rzyn waa mekill of brede and lenth, ttrtwo^aS 

104 And traisted mikiU i» his awin rtrenkth. hC^'"^ 

parfore fia forward gan he m& wu^KUta 

To do )« batail bitwix jjam twa. kngtb, ud 

And {«t ^>e criatend man euld mete hi*n cS!?i"** 

108 In middea ^ brig waa ouer )>e brim, (nuttdDuuib 

And whejier so might niiustri win ^wgth. 

On his Bide suld )« bataill blin ; '"''^°¥^'" 

And he suld haue in his pou8t6 S«lli^ 

112 All )iat )>ai bath bad, land and fe. 

To fis couenant assented Jiai bath, ^th'mn^"' 

And (arto band J«i ]>&m with ath, S^iSd'"" 

pat if Jiaire men on ow>ir side S^S^ 

116 Come forto help >am in |Mt tide, {Ei^fatlhS 

pw suld be out for }«dre iomay, oobwIio"' 

paire armes and }iaire \6gg^ oway, totiuir™°** 
And so be kasten in [« flode, 

120 And aaue ^ma suld none ertbly gnde. 
When bath )« sides war sworn )iar-tiU, 

pia couenand lely to fulfill, iMS.Jrin»t 

pe twa lordes* on )ie brig' met, "n^tnag. 

121 And iu)>er hard on o|>er set. ^^mUui'* 
Ful fast |>are faght >ai tow in fere, H^^'d w 
And none o|>er durst n^h J«m nere. Stut?"* 
pan cristeu men, with hertes fr^ -nieciuMiMu 

128 Prayed to Uwwu crist, ]«it he ^"Sm^ 

Suld send [laire prince )« victoiy, tSfiirto™ 

Als he for Jiam on rode wald day, aSuS!'''" 
And all J>ai praied Jian with a voice : — ■ 

132 "Tburgh vertu of }>i hafy croyce, 
Wbar-thurgh Jiou wan )« victori 
Of |>e fende, oure fals enmy, • 

pon grante )>i8 day oure prince to wyn 
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pe maistri ouere zon fala sarzyn." 

On ^is m&nere all prayed )>ai fast ; 

OirMiiMrd And ihwuc herd ^am at |ie last, 

HUhUhM ind ordand to hia trew serwand 

^i^"!- Of be Barzin to hawe ouer' band, 

■ HS.aur. ' 

And to destroy him in )>at place. 

Blieced be be )>Bt gaf alike grace. 

wbmtb* Soue wbeu be sarzins saw bis Biffht, 

<i>**t»*ic Sow f^re maister to ded was digbt, 

uusd, th«7 Swilk drede in hert bad )>ai ilkane, 

gl^;^;;^^ pat )>M oblist j»m noght allane, 

^dSl** ^^ ^^^ t* conenand made byfome, 

OTHB^iood, ^^ ^^^ atbes all baue |>ai awora, 

f^H^mid With eraclius Forto stand, 

In ill and gude, vith bert and baud. 

And wilfully all hale bete )>ai, 

Gbrfif , Forto leue on criates lay, 

And forto bycam cristen men, 

And crist for fiiure god euer to ken. 

[raLtj Sone when eraclius saw |iat sight, 

nerved Umb He ressyued {>am with hert fill light, 

ii«u(,uid And cownsaild )>ain with wordea fre, 

ta|)tiudii»t pat ]>ai suld all baptist be, 

And trow in crist with gude entent, 

And to his saw all yai assent 

So war ^ baptist all }>at day. 

And Ufed euer in crietea lay. 

• soinm. Veraolius' when ^is was done, 

Htomfor In-to pera pnruud him ful sone, 

OD hti ny hi And with him all )iat cnmpany 

p»pi«to pat bifore lifed in maumetry. 

gj^lj* And als he went tEurgh-out ^t land, 

^^ilZ. All (>e folk JTat he >are Emd 

Oufier war )«i baptist sone 

Or els )>ai war Tnto ded done. 

poa conquert be all t«t cnntr^ 
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172 Till he come tyll }<at same cet€, 

Wbare Cosdroas eo sitand ea 

Alg a god in grete reches. 

Into ye tourehe went full sone 
176 And fand him sitand in his trone. 

Dubbed obut with priciuB etanes, 

And dight fill nobilly for )e nanee. 

Biside him etode )iat half tre 
180 pat |>ai had Boght bo forto ae; 

And eouerainlj for |)at tre sake, E»ciiiu-gi 

Wirschip to him gan )mu make. 

pan cosdroas was full ai&aid, 
184 And )>us Eraclius to him said : — 

"If )w will hane fi life in land, 

AIb I say sail jion Tnder-stand, 

For j)ou has done {tie tre honore, 
188 pat bare ih««u oure sauyore ; 

All if ])ou did it noght for him 

Vnto J>e grante I life and lym. 

At 1)6 reuerence of Jiis haly tre, 
192 If ))0 will trow in ihesu fre, 

And forsake all J>i mawmetry, 

pat )>ou and fi folk yn affy, 

And turn ))e unto Siesn crist, 
196 And in his name will be baptist, 

pi life in land )an haue )N>a sail 

And all ^i kingdom still withall. 

And if Jwu will noght do ^ia rede 
200 With my swerd |>ou sal be dede." 

pis sarzin wald noght turn his mode. 

To leue his &1b goddes for no gude. 

parfore Eraclius fill sone 
204 Strake of his heuyd with-onten hone, 

And bad y&t he stil[d] bane beriing, 

By-cauB )>at be bad bene a king. 

pan y&i toke )iat baly tre, 
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""Wii hpoM With fill grete eolempuit^, 

iHB.^. And bare it' furth so )>am omang, 

£Pt^ With hitnpnes and with nobil eang. 

ouiMu And all |)e folk |>an war fill glad, 

uwB. pat )iai ])ia half tre (lus had. 

Hamward )iai toke )» way in hy. 
With mekill mirth and melody; 
Aitbeydttw And sis )>ai come in )>e Btrete, 

omtm, whkb Doun.ouer be mownt of olyuete, 

toJenuktau, Ala it fell m fare ioraay, 

Aj^toft* To ieniaalem (* redy way, 

J^;^^;^^ Gnuthly furth [wi held |>e gate, 

i^im^tuw ■yntQ jj^i g(,^g (ju j^t; ii^ ^jg^ 

"""P""" Whare ihwue crist went in fill playn, 

When he come )>cder at suffer payn; 
ifoAMkirf And mekill folk of \&% same toune, 

M«gmbM to pat war cut?wn with processiowne, 

iiniriMiM tt For wirBchip of )>« haly tire, 

And Bum \&% reall sight to se, 
j^^^™*» Eraclius him self gan ride 

{JJjJJl^ Bifor )>e prese with mekill pride, 

■'*''* And ojier lordea Jwt with him ware, 

pe haly croB oma[a]g )iain bare. 

And )iUH, with grete solempnite, 

Entred ])Bi to Jiat cet^. 
B^"**" Bot when |)ai neghed J« zatea nere, 

m^K^dw P'^ meruaill fell on ))ia manere. 

2^^jj pe zateB, Jiat hifore war wide, 

T&tt^-i, Closed samyn gone in >at tyde, 

SSH^i"'*'' pat kenyng of zate waa (.are nane, 

'" Bot all closed alls a wall of stane, 

80 |)at Ya. might no takning Be, 

On whilk eyde {>ai suld haae entr^ 
Sonattild Soue when bai saw bis wonder dede, 

mntba; '' ' 

lAenUi^ikv In ]>aire hertes )>ai had grete drede. 

iMa.zva- Eraclius' and o)>er ma, 
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244 When ^ saw >at it was swa, hSf™[^ 
pai praied ihesuc oure saviowre ODdiorWp 
In )>at case ))am to socoure, dtj. 
Thni^h nertn of J>at baly tre, 

245 pat )«i might win to )iat cet^. 

pui praied )iai all with drer; steuyn, 
Heueand up |)aire lieuides till heayn ; 

And als Jiai loked bo up on higlit, Cwi.aj 

262 pai saw aue angell scbineattd bright, lollkBdnpto 

Enyn open be wall stondand, nwwi'ugsi 

. , . , Iiining bright 

And [le signe of {« cros in bis hand ; nudLng on 

He stode obouen whare ]ie Bate Buld be, toi^"hil'* 

25G And bir wordes on bia wise aayd he. Jf""*;^,. 

He said, " when crist of henyn king, ■*^?t^airw. 

pat lord M of all erthly thing, S^S'.S^' 

pis same wai to Jris cet^ went, '^{^^ 

260 pare fcato suffer* grefe tnnnent, > ua. ntfir. 
In at )ns zate he toke )ie way, 
Bot he come all on o)er array. 

Grete hors for faim none ordand was, bomTbnt 

264 Bot sitand on a simple ass; umpiewii 

He was n<^bt ded in kingee clething, B*«Mn«t 

Bot pouerly went he in all thing; doihing.but 

He went n<^ht with grete miastralsy, rtth'ii^" 

268 Bot in bis prayers ful preuely : S-^*' 

Ensaumple sutbly forto gif Iww" 
To jiam |)at in his law wald lif, 
In him to trow with trew entent, 
272 And mekely to wende als he went." 

When )>is was said, be went up euyn, Uivingoidi 

With grete light, till oure lord in heuyn. ""^ald 

pe Emp«roure Jian Eracliua ^Tw 

276 Ful bertly thanked dere ihMMc ; KTin"-*' 

And all Jie folk pat with bin* ware taSwo^ied. 

War ful fiune of Jris ferly fere. h ibnuot 

Sone of his stede doun es he light, oBhiiiwn^ 
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Blind men gol 
thalr ilgbl, 

rlnllTB, 
Ml. 1.] 
■tnkhl,lb« 
taabtat 



And keflt of sll hia cletHng bright, 
HiB corovn uid hia kiugee array 
And his dubbing he did oway, 
And barefot went he on his fete, 
Bereand |>e croe* by (w strete. 
And on )>iB maner did )iu alL 
And when )>e king come nere |)e irell, 
It opind and wex zatee wide, 
Als it had bene bifor {at tyde. 
pai entred (lan with lolempne sang, 
Ful mekitl mirth mu ^m oina[n]g; 
And )>e cros bare )>ai )>Bm bitwene, 
Till ]>e atede whare it bifore had bene. 
And up )iu set it really, 
And honord it als was worthi. 
pat day )>are, thnrgh Jie cors allane, 
War miracles wrc^ht fiil maniane. 
Of sere blind men J^at had )iaire eighty 
And crokid men war made fnl right ; 
Of parlesy war helid grete wane, 
And dnm and defe ful maniane ; 
And leprous men had bele in hsste, 
And out of many war deuila chaste. 
Jhis war )iai held ful grete plenty, 
Thurgh Tertn of [}iat] haly tre, 
pat bare ihMa oure sawiowre, 
Vnto him be euer honowre. 
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VIII. 

DISPUTE BETWEEN MAEY AND THE CROSS*. SiS^"S6i 

«ol. 3.] 

Diymtacio inter Mariam el Cruoem,, secwjirfiMW Apocrafum. 



or 



I. 

"^ure ladi freo-, 

1 Bode treo', 
made hire mon : 
Heo seide on {>e' 
^ frnit of me' 
is wo bigon : 
Mi ftmi I' seo' 
in blodi bleo' 
Among his fon, 
Serwe Z* s«o'. 
\e veinea fleo- 
from blodi bon ; 
Cros' ! |>on dost so tron])e '. 
On a pillori' my fimit to pinne, 
He lia]> no spot' of Adam sinne ; 
Fleech' and yeines* nou fleo s-twinne, 
Wherfore I' rede of routhe' : 



U5 ofbpiiiij 



Cros' t>i bondefi schul ben blamed, 
Mi fiiyre fruif |>ou hast W-gyled ; 
pe &iiitefl Mooder- iras neural a-&med, 
Mi wombe is feir*, fooudKO m-fuyled : 
Ch^d' wM artou not a-Bchamed 
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DISPUTE BETWEEN MAEY AND THE CROSS. 

On a pillori- to ben I-piled t 
Qrete levres' )ias weore gramed, 
And dyede' for beore werkes wyled ; 
In monmyng' I' may melto '. 
Mi fruit' )ttt is so boli halwed, 
In a feeld' is fouled' and falwed ; 
Wi|> grete lewes- he is galwed. 
And dyef' for Monnes gelte : 



OnHMHntof 



Afak.O 

■iKHl talks 
IndirfBNt 



■int. 

MDbtmlM} 



III. 

FOr grate lewes' galwes wore greijied, 
pat eu«r to Bobbyng' Bonne ryf; 
Wbi Bcbal my sone' on \ie b«o leid, 
pat neuer nuyjed' mon nor wyf) 
A drinke of de}>' sojilicbe Beid, 
Cros {lou jeuest' Jw lord of lyf : 
His Teynea to bursten' wif )>i breid. 
Mi fruit stont non' in a strong stryf; 
Blod from bed' is bay led, 
Fouled' is my fayre fruit, 
pat nener dude' tripet ne truit 
Wi|> fienee fiat looeden' lyot and ruit ; 
Wbi Bcbal my sone* be nayledl 



Im^ftiUat 



IV. 

Porw5 lugemeftt' )>ou art en-Ioynet 
To bere foolea', fill of ainne : 
Ui BOne from [«' scbulde beon ensoynet. 
And neaere bis blod' rppon \ie rinne j 
But non is tni)>e* wi|i tresun teynet, 
Wifi ]>eoues to tionge', {ex In fenne ; 
Wi]i feole nayles' bis limes ben feynet, 
A careful Moder men mai me kenne. 
In Bales' !■ am bounded 
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pat fruit was' of a Maydea bom. 
On a |>eouea tre' is al to torn ; 
A Broche' ))orw-out bis brest bo[r]a 
Hia holi betie' ba)> wouude : 



133 

IB virgin^ 



V. 

ryire |)0U art laked- bi ]>e lawe 

-'- peoues' traitonrs' on )« to d[e])'e, 

Bnt now ie troujie' wif tresnn drawe, 

60 And veitu- falle|> in vicea weye ; 

But lone- and treujw', in 8o)ifast sawe, 
On a treo" tra3^our8' bem teye, 
Vertu is' wif Tices sbiwe ; 

64 Of alle vertuea* my sone is keye, 
Vertu' Bwettore j>en epicesf 
In fot' and' bond' bere|) blodi prikke, 
His bed is fill of )>omeB' {likke, 

68 pe goode honge^i' a-mong ^ wikke, 
Vertu dyeji wi)i vicer : 



TniUiUdia- 



VI. 

Tre Tnkyndef ]>ou so^alt be kud, 
Mi 8one step-Moder- I- f« calle; 
72 Mi fruit was bom- wi^ beestes on bed, 

And be my fleBcb- my flour gan ftJle, 

Wil> my brestes' my brid I' fed ; 

Cros" )iou jeurat bim* Eysel' and Qalle ! 
76 Mi wbite Rftse' Bed is spred, 

pat foBtred waB in- a fodderee atalle ; 

Feet' and feyre hondea '. 

pat nou ben croised- I" custe hem ofte, 
80 I- lulled hem- I' leid bem aofte : 

Cros |iou boldest hem- hije on lofte 

Bouwden' in bledyng bondes- ! 



lat,"foiia-t 
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DIBFDTE BETWEEN HABY AND THE CKOBS. 



M" 



i"i loue- i-loUed vp in Jie ejr, 

Wi|> cradel bond' I' gan Tiim byude, 
Cros he stike]) nou' on Jii steir, 
Naked a-jeyn* [te wylde wynde t 
Foolee fonrmen lieor neatea* in )re eyr, 
Wolnea in den* reste |iei ^de, 
Bot QodeB sone', in heuene heir, 
His hed nou leone|>' on {wines tynde, 
Of Moomjng' I' majr mynne ! 
Godes bed' baji reete nou. 
But leone))' on hia scholder bon; 
p« )>omes' J>orvh bis flesch gon, 
Hifl TO* I' wyte hit sione ; 



C" 



VIII. 

"^roB to slen' hit is )n sleibt, 

Mi fajre fruit' )ion berest fro blia; 

(MtiKumoi Cros ))0U boldest bim so beib on bei3)>, 

ithraMmt Mi fruitea feet- I' nud not kis; 

■httohedffl)- Mi nion|> I" pnlte', my aweore I' atreijt 

fc^f«J-^ To cuBse his feet', bo)i fing hit is; 

jQwmfpoiu pg lewes- from [>e ctob me keijt, 

J^"^ On me* (wi made heore monwea amis, 

ih^^iSi^ Heore games* and beore gaudesf 

]S»i. *" pe lewes wrou^teu* me ful wo : 

ituut'mj'^ Cros' I' fynde* )iou art my fo^ 

biH^aku pou bereat my brid", beten bio, 

BtaitunM. A-mong )>eo8e fooles fraodefi" : 



c 



IX. 

iristes cros' jaf onswere : — 
Ladi to >e' I' owe honour. 
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pi brihte p&hues' nou I' bere : Ladj.tbjiur 

' *^ ' hull begtau to 

112 Mi scbyniug Bchewet>' ^ovw l»i floor, i^SJSd™ 

pi feire fruit- on me gmneji tere ; hJ^lfuB 

pi trait me florisclie)>- in Hod colour i,'iii''tbrtMt 

To winne Jw world- )>at lay in lure; SSiJu" 

116 pat Blosme Blomed* vp in pi bour, ayXllJer" 

Ac not for fe' al-onef ihU'sj™' 

Ti . • . ■ II .■ II butMwiDill 

But for to winne- nU )>i8 world, tubworid, 

pat swelte- Tndnr Jie deueles swerd : undw the 
120 porw feet and bond' Qod let him gerd, 
To A-mende moDuea mone- : 

X. 

Adam dude* liil hnits barmss. AdamdM 

Wbon be hot A bite- vndur a boub, ThS'lSidii 

124 Wherfore \-i Bone' haf BprwJ bis Armas, Swlmiii, 

On a treo tyed* wiji teone I-nonb ; t(»^^i Wt 

His flcBch' is smite wi)) de^ (>arme8, ^n^to 

And swelt^ heer-in* a swemly swouh ; nllflc^ i> 

128 His Breate is bored' wi)> de)ieB Bwarmes, dnUirdiDi, 

And wi)> his de)>- fro de)> he droub bwunins 

Alle- bis leoue freoudes! hint, 

As Ozie spac' in prophecie mtks: 

132 And seide — "^i sous seinte Marie, giewdnth. 

His dej>' elonj def>- on Caluarie, poi.jis, 

3ar lyf- wijj-OQteu endea-": ^SlL^ufcon 

XL 

Pe Btipre' bat is vnder be vyne set Tbs support 
, , of Uis vins 
May not bringe* for[> )>e grape; pn>«uiwanot 

peib [« fruit' on me beo knot, ibnennt 

Hie Hcbarpe scbour- bane I' not schape; ihomto 

—J, I ripBottuftnlt 

Til grapes' to pe presee beo set hmgingoo 

140 per renne^i' no red wyn- in rape; Noi«dwitu 
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DISPUTE BBTWEEN UASY AND THE CBQSS. 

Neuere prease- preaaed bet, 
I* prease wyn' for kniht and knape : 
Vp-on a Blodi brinke 
^^"•■* I' presae a grape', with Btrok and atryf, 

b^ brick pg j^g ^^y^. jg^^j, ^. 

£^^ In Samaritane- God jaf a wyf 

tn eiiurii pat leof licour to drynke : 



drtak. 



XII. 

LAdi' loue do|> [« to alegge 
pi fruit la prikked' viiy aperea ord : 
On Cros', Tri)>-oateB knynea egge, 
V kerue fruit- of godea herd ; 
Al ia al red*, Bib* and Bngge, 
His bodi blede])' a-jeyn |>e bord; 
I' waa piler- and bar a brugge, 
God is weic, witnesse of word ; 
God aeiji he ia' 8o|)fast weye f 
Mony folk alod- to belle alider. 
To beuene* mibte no mon jilder, 
"ni god dyed' and taujte wbider 
Men drawen- whon J)ei dye' : 



Moyae«l 
A- 1 



iToyses lia)i founned*, in his figour, 
' wbit lomb", and non o^r bes 
^wMrtofan Schulde be sacred vr saueour, 

j,^m, And be mete of mihtea meste; 

ffiy* I' was l»t cheef chargeonr, ■ 

ftX'ft!^ I' bar fi<«ch' for folkes feate; 

ciirirt,niaiM Ihwn criat' vre aaueour 

ftedibotti' He fedeb* bot>e leet and meste, 

iMwt. Bosted' a-jeyn )>e eonuef 

LanbitfUva, On me lay )« lomb of loue. 
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DISPUTB BETWEEN UABT AlTD THE CROSB. 

I' waa plater' hia bodi ttrboue, 
Til feet- and hondes- al-to cloue, 
WiJ- blood' I' wafl bi-roime: 



XIV. 

3 it Moyaes- in Rule ha> red, S^n'S^e.t 
We Bcbulde ete vr lomb' in floor yergeouB; irii'h''Bui 

176 Sour Targeous mai make* tt Boales glad, e^u°!)^jufa 

lo BBTwe Hore' for aunnes oura; owiouii, ma 

Sour vergeona acbal make* ye deucl a-drad, uDamug. 
For be fleccbe|>- fro godea spoua; 
180 Beo a ataf' atoude^i aad, 

Whon je fongen fieacb- in godes hous, chnM'Jauii 

pat ataf' is Criatea Croucbe ! boiue, lUnd 

■Uffl; h/ ttaa 

Stondeb etifli' bi bat stake, lUtTof 

' ^ Chrirt'iCnm, 

184 Whon yat je fongen' flesch in Cake, 
pen scbal no feond* maystri make, 
Joure aoulea for to toucbe : 



XV. 

T?or pordonu Bchewe)>- be a sbrine, 
188 -■- WiJ) nayl- and brede- on bord la smite, 

Bede lettrea* write be lyne, 

Bluwe' Blake* a-mong men pite : 

Vr lord I' likne' to ]>ia signe, 
192 His bodi- vppon a bord- was bite, 

In Bribt blod* his bodi gan schyne ; 

Hon wo bim was' may no mon wite, 

Red Tp-on )>e Eoode '. 
196 Vr pordonn brede*, from top too to, 

Writen hit was' wif wonder wo, 

Wif Rede wonndes' and atrokes bio, 

Vre Book- was bonnden in bloode' ; 
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Bbbodfini 
III* book, tb* 



pni*tenild 



brtdnto 



IHmtfill 



A^ 



XVI. 

dam- Btod vp in atede, 

In Bitter galle' Us gOBt he dreiut; 
A-jeyn )>at galle- God jaf tb mede, 
Wi]) swete Merci' Bitter is queynt ; 
His Bodi vas Book' )>e Cros was bred^ 
"Whon crist for tb' J>er-on was cleynt : 
No mon gat pardoun- wifi no bode, 
Weor he neuew so sely a seynt, 
Til book on bord' was spradf, 
Wi)i sharpe nsyles' dnnt«d and driue, 

^^ " Til feet- and hondos- al-to rine ; 

wMimd, HiB herte blod- vre book hab line, 

dlnteSaod m i_ ^ i j 

drinowiui To make' vr goates glad : 

*^ XVIL 

Mi.!^*" ^rifltes CroB* jit spac fiis l^eche 

i^ntuafbA Furst was !■ presse- wyn to wringe, 

Jg^^^ r bere a Brugge-, wei to teche, 

per semely Aangeles* sitte and syuge : 
Lord of loue- and lynoa ledie 
f^Sf For Jw WM set- sely sacrynge, 

u^taUai To winne fe world* t>at was in wreche ; 

i^lSfitii pe Cros was brede', pordoun to bringe, 

i>). Pardonn- In book is billed ', 

uwtituo What is pardonn- yppon to minnel 

^Uhowm Hit is forjinenea- of dedly sinne; 

'•^x**' Wbon blod was writen- on cristes kinne, 

Pardonn was- folfilled : 



0' 



xvni. 

ure ladi B«de' Croa of |>i werk 
Wonder J»e not-, ^eij I- be wro)«, 



tizedoy Google 



DISPFTE BKTWE8N HART AND THB OKOSS. 



poB eeide Poule-, Criatea clerk ; — 
pe Feolle Itwea; wif> false ojie, 
Zewes' stou bard, in sinnea merk, 
Beoten a lomb' wiji-onten lo|>e, 
Softnr |>en watnr' Tndur serk, 
Meode' or* Milk' medled bo|>«: 
pe lewes' neoreu harde stoneef 
Softur t>en wattw or eny lieour, 
Or devj |)at 1i)>' on )>e lilie flour 
Was cristes bodi' i& blod colour, 
pe lewes wolden* ha broken his bones' : 



Noaij 



A' 



nd mony A prophete* gan moke i 



Out of J>e wildemessea Bton, 

To fmde TB' from Jje lyon cromp :" 

Of mylde monnt of Syon 

Be-com mon', In A Maydens womb, 

Made a bodi', wi}> blessed bon, 

In a Maidens blod' )>i bodi flomb: 

At Barreres' weore debate f 

porw) stones' In j>e wildemes 

Men m^te better ha crepet I'-wis, 

pen bored' in-to heuene blis, 

Til blod' brae vp )ie jate' : 



morawiiJj 

thewUdeniui 
thanboTfl 

Into bwvM'i 



Sin monnea sooe' was ao nedi, 
To beo lad' wif lomb mylde, 
Wbi weore gylours" bo gredi 
For to defoule' my taxn childet 
Cros whi weore |>ou' ao redi 
To reode my fruit', feor in fyldet 



li^mitalT 
ehUdt 

ready to rend 



,Googlt' 



140 DISPUTE BBTWEEN MAET AND THE CEOSB. 

C^JJJ . Ladi to make' J>e deuel dredl, 

bdj.toDBdn God acbop me a Bcheld', echame to schilde, 

afnid.aad Til lomb of lone- dyedef 260 

«>|*M And on me jeld |>e gost* wi|i yois ; 

j^ I" waa chose- a Relit chois, 

JJJWjJ^ pe aigne of Ihera criates croia, 

^SS^ P^"" ^^'^ "*' ^^^^^' a-byde : 264 



M 



oni folk I' fende' from heore fos 
CriateB Cros' )>iB sawea Beide:— 
Heuene jatea' weore doaed clos 
Til IfQ lomb' of lone dyede, 
pis is write' in tixf and gloa : 
AftnT Oriatea deji' prtjphetea preide ; 
Til (« lomb of lone' dyed and roB 
In belle pyne* monkynde WM teyde : 
At honre of his none '. 
pe lomb of lone' aeyde bia |M)ti}t — 
Non is folfiild' (lat wel is wron^t, 
A Men is out of bondes broujt 
And benene dorea' vndone: 



ChM^Cna 



xxn. 

Wiy t« Fader' |>at al acbal folfille, 
HiB sone to beuene ia an belp, 
I' vas piler and atod ful Btillo ; 
After o)>Mr jiftea* now gostea jelp, 
pe fend- |wt al f>ia world wolde kille, 
Hia Bwerd be pnlte vp' in bis kelp; 
To belle be borlede' from ))at hille, 
Beerrnge' aa a Beore wbelp: 
A beore is bonnden- and beted '. 
Criatea Cros' bab craked bis croun, 
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pe lomb hab lud' be Lyoun a-doun ; tih tunb 

pe lomb ie lord* in eneri toon, m'ta''bta 

So CrUteB blod- ba> pleted : 1^'""*^ 



292 



In holy writ' |>is tale is herde, 
1 



pat goode jiftea' god vb jaf; 
Ood sei)i him-aelf' he is scbepherde, 
And vehe an heerde' bi-houe^ a staf; 
pe CroB' !■ calle' {« heerdes jerde, 

296 per-wif Jie deuel' a dunt he 3af, 

And wif )ie jerde' fw wolf he werde, 
Wi)i duntes' drof him al to draf : 
pe Croe- ]>l8 tale tolde' 

300 pat he was staf' in ^e heerdea hond, 

Whon Bchep breken* out of heore bond, 
pe wolf he wered' out of lond 
pat deuoured' cristes folde : 



tnryiUm' 



XXIV. 

304 ^it seide" J* Meke Marie — 

^ . Boode* ^u reendeat my Boae al red : 
preo lewes coomen' from Caluari 
pat day |)at Ihe«u )>oled ded, 

308 Alle f>ei aeiden- \ei weore Bori, 
For-dolled- in a drouknyng dred; 
pei tolden hem alle' wherfore' and whi 
Heore hertea were colde', aa luntpyng led ; 

312 pe fiiTBte- heore tale tolde f 

Whon mat was knit' with corde on a atok 

Hia bodi bledde' a-jein J>at blok, 

porw feet and hondes' naylea gan knok, 

316 pen gan myn herte- to colde': 



TtawJan 



CTWChiMI 
doimltaa 
Through tMI 
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pE 



■%& Seconn^ seide nay* not ^f 

pat dude aerwe* io-to mjn lierte achate; 

euiMdmato Bnt whon (« Boode ros' and duun waa squat, 

wmudiHibi pe najles' renten him hondes and feete, : 

■attlng Bp of ^ , . . , 

tb* croB poTW-out bis bcun' ^ harda hat 

^j4 pa ))OnieB- in-to hia fleach gan crepe, 

^^kfe ^" loynteB- vn-Ioynet- I- tok good gat; 

JjJ^"* po weop I* water and teres leete, J 

J'S^'"' To care I- was eoclyned ! 

KS!* "^ Id cloddres of blod" his her waa clunge, 

mnte- pe fieach waa front' ^e bones Bwonge, 

Hndri^ Druije drinkeles- waa hia tonge, 3 

miw, ud His lippes to douen* and chyned* : 



pE 



XXVL 

^E )nridde adde' Jiis Jwnhte me leet 
Of ^ae pejnes' and o}>er mo, 
»<««^^* ^ IKa peyne (wuhte me' peyne meat; 332 

^^^^ AI his fleach' he let of flo, 

Au'siSJ Hia Mylde Moder- stod him neet, 

2flJ^5i Loked vpward' And hire was wo, 

SnS?b»S. A Bwerd swapped hire- Jwrw Jw brest : 336 

Out of tin n . • . . I ■• 

CiiiH tiw Out of )« croB" pe knyf com («, 

ttwn. pis aiht sauh I* mv-selue! 

ehaMdom , 

in noon pe BWcrd of loue' ]M)rw hire gan launoe, 

tauud^ ^^° swapte on swownyng' ^orw )H»t chaunce; 340 

j^od Infra* ^"^ ecomen hire- Jwi gan dannce, 

tUl^h- Icwea' bi ten- and twelne" 



n lewea made' ao mtichel men, 
To seon my brid', bounden in brere, 
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Id Bftd Berwyng' moate I' gou' 

To eeon blodi' vay chyldes chert: 

Fadree' and Modres' )>at walken in won 

Schul loue heore children* beo ekilea clere; 

peoae two looee* weore in me al-on, 

For fader and moder' I* was here, 

peoee two loues' in me weore dalt5 

I' was fader' of his fleach, 

His Moder hedde* an herte nesch, 

Mi serwe flowed- as water fre«ch, 

Weopyng' and wo* !■ wait ; 



benUadtiM 
miAringiof 

b^onJm* 



XXVIII. 

IN me weore tacched* eorwea two, 
In ^ fader' mihte non abTde, 
For he waa ei«re- in reste and Ro, 
loyned* in his lojes wyde, 
I' Bcrwed sore* for to Bei bo ; 
I- say whon )>at my derlyng dide, 
'Wi{) dnnteB* he was to de]>e i-do, 
Tp-on a tre' his bodi was soiled ; 
Whon tronjie is told- and darted 5 
Of alle loyea- Ood is welle, 
per mihte no serwe' in him dwelle, 
I' serwed sore' as CleAes telle, 
Mi pyne- was not dqtarted' : 



(eH by mt. 
TbthtlHrlii 

niBldfMBO 



my duriing 

dODftodaiiUi 

bydl>iti,aad 

btibody 



XXIX. 

PE hattcwe lone* {« caldore care, 
Whon frendea fpide' heore fruit defoyled ; 
pe dispitona lewee- nolde not apare, 
Til trie fruit* weore tore and toyled ; 
Nener Madden- Moumedc mare, 
I' sanh my child- ben aurded and soyled, 



ThahotUrUv 
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I »»w my wn Mvn hflrte to-clcf' wib swerd of care : 

drflled,«nd ■' ' 

'MS. I- Biiuj my brid- witA blod bem-oyled', 

tnyiiHrtwM As SymeoD' Beide beo-fom!, 

•"rfof pe swerd of aerwe-, acharp I--gTOiinde, 

'^"b**uI2' Schulde jine- myn herte a wounde; 

^mbii" ^° ™°'* ^''* l*° ■'■' '^'^ bonnde 

"•-^^ Nenere buirfe- ha)) born' : 



. XXX. 

PK dede- iror)iily- gan wake, 
pe dai turned' to nihteB donna, 
pe Merke Mone' gan Moamyng make, 
pe lybt out leop' of )»e aonne, 
pe temple wallea- gan chio«re- and achake, 
Veilra i» !« temple' a-two J>ei Hponne : 
Croa* wbi noldeatou not crake, 
When ribtfnl blod' on )« was ronne, 
And kuyndefl' losten heore kende ! : 
When my fruit' on |>e was &at, 
CroB' whi weore Jwu not a-gaatl 
pow fltod Btif' aa eny mast, 
Whon lyf' left Tp bU ende'; 



OBltg 



w 



XXXI. 

TTbon |iat Prince- of Paradya 

filedde- bofie brest' and bak : 396 

An be)>ene clerk' was seint Denys, 
He aeide' fiis world- went* a1 to wrak, 
He eanj )>e planetes pasaen* out of berv pria, 
pe brihte sonne' gan waxen blak; 400 

pe Clerk' Jwt was bo wonderly wya 
Wonder wordes' {>er be apak, 
Denya- fia grete Clerk aeide '. 
pe day of doom- draweji to an ende, 404 



tizedoy Google 



DISPUTE BETWX2N MABT AND THB CBOSS. 14S 

Al VT knynd^- ha> loat vr kende; AUiwi^dM 

Til God [lat dyed- for vch a knynde St'le'S"rlS 

For Moim« kuynde deyde" : Iu"Slin^ 



408 ■ponies fellen- out of heore fliht, 

J- Beestes gan Belwc in eueri bliuie ; 

Ores- whou CriBt- on ]ib was cliit, 

Whi noldeeton not- of monmyng miiine ) 

412 pe Croe seide- ladi briht, 

!■ bar ones \A fruit' for monnes sinne, 

More to amende* monnes ribt 

pen for eny weolfie' fat I- gan winne; 

416 Wi> blod- God boujte his broferf 
Whon Adam' Godee biddyng brak; 
He bot a bite' |>at made vs blak, 
TU fruit weore tied' on treo wif> tak', 

420 0- fruit- for anojier- : 






XXXIII. 

Q'n Crigtes Croa- Jwt kepe|) jifie 
^ Graunted' of ]>e fadres grauut, 
I- was loked' I- schulde Tp-lifte 

424 Oodee eone* and maydenea faunt, ' 
No Uou bedde* scbeld of achrifbe ; 
pe deuel stod lyk- A lyon raumpauut, 
Mony folk' In-to belle be clibte, 

428 Til ))e crosses dunt- jaf bim a daunt ; 
Mi dedes are bounden' and booked ! 
Alle )>e verkes- )>at I' haue wrouht 
Weore founden' in fie Faderes' fore-^ubt, 

432 perfore ladi- lakke]) me noubt, 
I- dude- as me was looked : 



tfenranipart, 
bft cmiTted oft 
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»a»lD»d 
UoodntMn 
Chrirtlibdi 



bofaeCMrt, 



po. 



XXXIV. 

|orw Blod' and Watwr' cristendam wafl wrouht, 
Holy writ' witnes8e|) hit wel, 

And in wille* of ao|)laat ))Onht, 436 

A Moa mai' be cristened skil ; 

pat btod' ]<At us alte bouht 

Digne cristeuyng' gan ve del ; 

At cristenyng' criflt for-jat vb nouit, 440 

His HeflBede blod- when we gan fel ; 

Maiden' Moder- and Wyue! 

pi frait hal> jiuen va baptem, 

Cristened we weore' In Ked rem, 444 

Whon bis bodi bledde" on fw Beem, 

mnT Of Qpressa and Olyue* : 



iSIhe 
■a. "B 



8 Ihesn seide- to Nichodemu4 
But a Bam- be twy^es bom, 
uuBBAl^t Whon domwa-day schal blowen his bemiM, 

™ ■ He may ellea liggen- loddere for-lom, 

Fnret of a wombe', ()er reu{>e remus, 
Sifi)>e in a font, ]>er synne awey is schom": 
I' was cros- to monnes qnemu«, 
^j""*- I- bar f.e fruit- |)0W bar bi-fom, 

For fi beryng- Al-one '. 
But jif I- hedde- I--boren bim eft, 
From riche reste- mon hedde beo-reft 
In a loren logge- T-left-, 
Ay to gnmte- and grone- : 



Pou art I- -I 
porw |.( 



-Crouned- heuene queue, 
>c bur))e' |)at Jwu beere, 
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pi garlond is al' of graces grene, 

Helle Empereaae' iu heuene Empere ; 
464 I' am a Belyk* fiat ahine)) shene. 

Men wolde wite' wher Jtat !■ were. 

At [le porlemeat' wol I' bene, 

On domes-day prestly a-pere; 
468 Whon Ihesu schal seye' riht ferel 

"Trewely vppon |>e Roode tre 

Mon' I dyede for )>e ; 

Mon what hasten' don for me' 
472 To beon- my frendly feere- 1 " 

XXXVII. 

At (« parlemewt' shul puiten vp pleynyng, 
Hon MaydeneB fruit' on me gan sterue, 

Spere' and spounge' and sharp nayling, 
476 porw |>e harde hat' )>e hened shal kerue, 

Shul preie' to Jiat rihtful kyng: 

Vcbe mon echal baue' as )iei a senie, 

Rihtful scfaul ryee' to riche restyng, 
480 Truyt- and tripet' to helle shal sterue: 

Mayden Meoke and Mylde! 

God haji taken in Jw his fleschly trene 

r bar t>i fmit' leo|>i and lene; 
484 Hit is riht fie Roode' helpe to a-rene 

Wreoches' )<at wra)if>e )>i chylde' : 



DooiuhIb; 



WOjtiOrof DU 

CeUowthlpt 



Th« wislud 

IbOBth, 

ifabuld lislp h> 
wicked tut 
lnjurfldtfaj 



XXXVIII. 

PE queen a-cordet' wiy |>e croe 
And a-jeyn hW spak- uo more b 
pe queen jaf' ]« Croa a cos, 
pe ladi of loue- lone gan seche, 
peij hire fruit' on him were' dqt to d 
Whon rendyng ropiw gan him reche : 
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CTrtrft cro» CHstes CTCw hft^ kept V8 from los, 

^J^^"' Maries preyers- And God vr leche, 

^^S, na P^ qween* and (« Croe- a corde : 

i»3i?" Pe qw«en bar furst* )« cros afturword, 

bonTui't' To fecche folk- from helleward, 

cronxter- On holj BlayerB* to Steven vpvard 

•liver 01 And regne- wi)> God vr lorde' ; 

XXXIX. 

TUtOrt T)^ Clerk' )iot foDimed' )>iB figour 

tbb>]i«sa7 J Of Maries wo' to wito som, 

fin oar He Bsih Mm-self' ]>at barde stonr, 

vu ■ witnan Whon godes ArmiM' weore rent arotim ; 

union. pe CroB is a cold' Oreatoar, 

Bml U>* Croa '^ ' 

|''*gf And en«re jlt lia|i ben' def' and dom, 

thmubtt'^- P^'S H ^^ ^'^ florissbed' with faire floor, 

^^ 1" P"°e ""t^ «"» Apocrafum ; 

doiwd'iiith ^<>' witnesse' was nener foundet! 

N<Miaa<n pat netMTe cristes cros spak, 

CroH Kwk, Oure ladi leide* on bim no lak, 

lAdrteTMiT Bot to pulte' be deuel a-bak, 
bbmeDpODit^ 

We speke' boa orut was woundet* : 

XL. 

inRMMj Tlf Flewhly vede 

hiiDhtd*. X Qod Kan bim hede, 

j£™b. Of Mylde May 

•** Wae bore to blede, 
As Cristes Crede 

i.»i«iv.' He Rod- we Eede, ^ 

FMudnn In IU»d Array; 

***"*' IVom deuel« drede 
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pat Dnyk tb lede, S^^f "^ 

At domee-day : Doonudir. 

524 Wton peple* achal parte" and pacef ^HiSfw* 

To heuene halle' or to helle woode, ESi'™ " *" 

Cristefl cros- and criBtes blodo ^^mIi??" 

And Marie praiera-, |«t ben fill good^ K^tSS 

628 Grant vs J>e lyf- of graoe- Amen. *'*~^ 

Explicit dispatado inter Mariam 
et Crucem. Secundum Apocrafiim. 
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IX. 

[WITH AN AND AN /*.] 



Oodcmwinto y^odvB sonc bat waa ao fre, 

jfladieflfoc vJ In-to }iis world he cam, 

"^ And let hym naylyn vp-on a tre, 

Al for |>e lone of man ; 
His fayr« blod ))at was bo (re, 

Ont of his body it ran, 
A dwelful ey^te it was to se; 
iQt))od;bDiig His bodv hens blak eaul wan, 

blwkuid 

™jnM» Wi|. an (Wid an I. 

II. 

The oswD ot Hia coroune was mad of |Kirii 

biiiwd. And prikkede in-to his panne, 

Bo)>e by hynde and a fom ; 
Toftpatube To a piler y-bowndyn 

Ihe^u was swi^ aore. 

And snfirede many a wownde 
pat scharp aaid beter« wore. 
He badde vs euere in mynde, 
inhubiiur In al his harde browe, 

mtOKafia And we ben so vnkynde. 

We nelyn hym nat yknowe, 
Wijt an and an I. 
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III. 



fiut-iif we loue hym trewe, LoraChrf*, 

Hoar« peynye ben in helle, ui«c™«, 

24 3a''tyd euere newe; 

Who BO wele loue trewe 

Byhold ihesu oe )ie croye, 

How he heag pale of hewe, hs'criBd'fw 

And cryde wij. mylde VOys. ^'^■ 

Me )>riBti[i he gaa to kalle, 
pe iewia herdyn Jiys, TtieJmn 

Eygel meynt wi|) galle ^jf*^"^ 

32 pey bedyn hym y-wya, 
With an and an I. 

IV. 
Hlb )>rist was to aeyje 
For loue of manys Bonle, 
36 Hym longede for to deyje; JJX'""'^ 

Who 80 be proud in herte 
pynk on god Bl-my3t 

And on his wowndys smerte, 
40 How r«wly he was a-dy)t ; 
Godys gone in trone, 
pat heyiest ia of myst, Fortovsodn 

Tok batayle a-lone *>«<"■ 

44 For oure loue to fy^t. 

With SLR and m I. 

V. 

pe batayle was so stronge, iniUtuuk 

•^ . ' , * ', UwMood 

At many a betyr wownde. amndort. 

48 pe ryche blod out Bpronge : 

Trewe turtyl corounyd on hyllo, 

pat heyjest art of kynde, 

Py loue chaungy)i my wille, 
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Wbau )k)u comyet in my mynde ; 

I *ui (onak* pe fend I forsake anon, 

lh*daTO,Mid '' 

S^JSTh* " To serayn fe lady >mi wil I gon, 

H. 11H7. j,^ ^g jg jjf jijy kende, 

With an O And an L 
VI. 
ivnoMctf Ich am on of |m) 

pat )>y eone bonjte dera, 
He schal me uat for-go. 
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As )iou for holj churche rijt 

Bare ))e blody &ce, 
To ]>e 7 pi^fo, bo]>e dny aatd nyjt, 
4 Of ioye sende me b apace. 

Wi|> an O. for and an I. a apace for to a-byde, 
Thu bere myn amde to Jiat lord, fat bare j>e blody syde. 
IT Ihera kyng in trone, 
8 Iiord in mageHt^ 

To t^ y make my mone 

Wi)> berte good and ire. 
Frendea bane y none 
1 2 That wolde me knowe ne se, 

My wonynge ys alloncs 
Lord wel wo ys me ! 
Wil> an O. and an I, My wonynge is wel wykke, 
16 Frendes kane y fewe, My fomen wBlke]> ^ykke. 
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XI. 

THE INTENTION OF THE HOIY OKOSS*. 



" 0' 



thynuenoion of the holy oroeae and first of this word 
Inuencion / 



JJ^^^ rriHe Inuencion of the holy crosse is eayd by cause that this 
Mrfoam."'' "^y^ ^^^ '"*'y ""^Bse was founden- for tofore it was founden 

t'foi-*'"*'- of seth in paradyse* terreatre / Lyke as it shall be sayde here- 
after : and also it was fonnden of salamon in the monte of 
lybane and of the quene of saba / in the temple of aalamon 
And of the lewea in the water of pyacyne' And on this 
daye it was fonnden of Helajme in the monnte of calnaiye/ 

flSta?ij?uiB 'T'^* ^°^J Croase wae founden two hondred yere after the 

^^ji^^jj, -»- resurrexcion of our lord- It ie redde in the gospell of 

MUbD*^ nychodeuue / that whan Adam wexed s^ek: Seth hia sone 

ftjSifiefOf wente to the yate of paradyae terreatre for to gete the oyle of 

Qi^, mercy for to enoynte wyth alle hia fadera body : Thenne ap- 

pyered to hym saint mychell thaungell and said to hym/ 

traueyle not the in vayue / for this oyle. for thou mayst not 

haue it tyll fiue thousand and ^e hondred yere lien passed / 

how be it that fro Adam vnto the pasayou of our lord were 

[•toL but ^e M and *xxsiij yere / In another place It ia redde 

eoL 1.] ' that the anngell broughte hym a brannehe. imd commannded 

hym to plante it in the monnte of lybanye. Tet fynde we 

in another place : that he gaaf to hym of the tree that adam 

■ The ant edition (1(631 1> in tbe Brituh Muwuin, tint nu overlooked till tlili ple« mnd 
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ete of / And asyd to hyia tkat whan )iat bare Iruyt6 he ahold be 

guaryBshed and all hool / Whan aeth came agayn, he foimde 

hia fader deed / and planted this tree Tpon his graue / And 

it endured there vnto the tyme of salamon / and by canae he ^jl^j'/tinie 

aawe that it was feyre / he dyde doo hewe it donn / and aette it 

in bis howB naibed saltus / and whan the quene of saba came 

to vysjte Salamon / She worshypped this tree by cauae ahe 

sayde the aaayour of alt the world shold be hanged theron / 

by whom the royame of the lewea ahall be defaced and seace ; 

Salamon for this cause made it to be taken vp and doluen 

depe in the groande / Now it happed after that they of Iheru- JJ,J^^ 

aalem : dyde doo make a grete pyte for a pyscyne : where as ^"p[^"^° 

the mynyaters of the temple ahold weasbe theyr bestes jjat '''''''^*"- 

they aholde aacrefyae / and there founde this tree / and this 

pyacyne hadde suche vertue that the aungels descended and 

meuyd the water / And the fyrst seek man that descendyd in 

to the water after the meuynge / was made hool of what 

Bomeaer eekeiieaae he was seek of And whan the tyme ap- 

proched of the paaayon of our lord / thya tree aroos out of the 

water and floted. aboue the water / And of this pyece off tymbre 

made the lewea the crosse of oure lord / Thenne after thia 

hystorye ; the oroese by whiche we ben saued . came of the tree 

by whiche we were dampned / and y^ water of that pyscyne 

had not this vertue onely of the aungel : but of the tree / 

Wyth thia tree wherof ]/^ crosse was made there was a tree 

that wemte ouerthwarte' on whyche tbe armes of our lord 

were * nayled / And another pyeco aboue whiche was the table / t* M. 

wherin the tytle was wryten : and another pyece wherin ^ mi.a.] 

aokette or morteya was maade that the body of the crosse 

stood in : Soo that there were foure manere of trees That is "no ch» 

of palme of cypres / of cedre and of olyue / Soo eohe of thyee fwirkindiof 

foure pyeees was of one of these treea : This blyasyd crosse ThoCroMWM 

blddan tor 

was put in the erthe and hid by the space of an C yere and ?°'^J^°"* 
more- But the moder of themperour whiche was named J""- 
helayne founde it in this manere / For eonatantyn came wyth 
a grete multytude of barbaryna ny^e vnto the ryuer of the 
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dunoe / whiche wold haue goon ouyr for to hane destroyed al 

the cotmti^ And whan conatantyn hadde aaaem^led hja 

boost / He wente and sette them ^ynst that other partye / 

bnt asBone aa he began to passe the ryner : be was moc}ie 

aferd / by cause he shold on the mom hflue batayle / And in 

the nygbt as he alepto in hU bedde : an angel awoke hym- 

anJ shewed to bym the sygne of the crosse in heuen and sayd 

ooucuiuns'i lo bym : Beholde on bye on heuen / Thenne sawe he the crosse 

•'"^ made of ryght clere lygbt / and was wryten there vpon wytb 

lettrea of gold / In this sygne tbon shalt oneroome the batayle / 

Bibiipoftti* Thenne was be alle comforted of this visyon / And on the 

ttienofUia ^^ , , , • , 

crou )m mome / be put in bis banere the crosse : and made it to be 
""^'^ bom*tofore bym and his boost and after smofte] in the boost 
of bis enemyes ; and slewe and chaced grete plenty / After 
this he dyde doo calle the bysshoppes of the ydollis / and 
demaunded them to what god the ^gne of the crosse apper- 
teyned : and whan the[j] conde not answere somme crysten 
men [-at were there tolde to bym the mj^terye of the crosse- 
and enformed him in the feith of the tiynyt^. Tbenne anone 
t* fcL be byleued parfytele in god / and dyde do baptyse bym "and 

■^■ij' after it happed that eonstantyn bis sone remembryd the vyc- 
torye of his fader : Sente to belayne his moder for to ^de 
H«hn gov the holy crosse Thenne belayn wen[t]e in to Iberusalem / and 
tt^of^*' dyde doo BBsemble alle the wyse men of the conntre : and whan 
they were assembled / they wolde fayne knowe wherfore they 
jDdutaibth. were called: Thenne one ludas siiyd to them: I wote wel J«t 
^SoSte she wyl knowe of vb where the crosse of Iheau cryst was leyed : 
K?SS^ but beware you al / that none of you telle hyr / For I wote 
well thenne sbal our Uwe be destroyed For zaebens myn 
olde feder sayd to symon my fader / And my fader sayde to 
me at his deth ; be wel ware : that for noo tourment that ye 
maye sufee / telle not where the crosse of Ibesu cryst was leyde 
For afber that it shall be foonden" the lewes shall re^:ne no- 
more, but the crysten men that worsbyppe the crosse abal 
thenne reygne. And verayly this Ibesus was the sone of god : 
Thenne demaunded I my fader: whe[r]fore bad they hanged 
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hym on the croBse aytheu it was knowen that he was the sous 

of god. Thenae he sayd to me foyre Bone I neoer accorded 

therto : But gaynsayd it alwaye / but the pharTsees dyde it 

by cause he repreuyd theyr Tyaea / but he arooa on y> thirde 

daye and hia diecjples Beeyng he aacended in to beuen / Thenne 

by cause that Stephen thy broder bylyued in byni the lewes 

stoned hym to deth / Thenne whan Indas had sayde thyse 

wordes to hys felawes / they answerd we neuer herde of auche 

thyngea' Neuerthelesae kepe the wel yf the queue demaunde 

the therof' )>at thou saye nothyng to hyr / whan ]>« quene 

had called them / and demanwded theym the place where our 

lord Iheau cryst had be cruoefyed / they wold neuer telle ne Tlid im 

ensygne hyr : Thenne commaunded she to brenne them ^e / Heina nrhare 

but tbenjie they doubted and *were aferde / and delynerd [*roi. 

ludas to her [and] sayd / Lady this man is the sone of a pro- ooi. ij 

phetfl and of a luat man and knowetb ryght wel the lawo / *° ** """^ 

and can telle to you fJl tbynge wat ye shall demaunde hym / 

Thenne the qaene lete all the other go and reteyned ludsa 

wythout moo / Tbenne she shewed to hym his lyf and dethe 

and bad hym cheae wbiche be wold- Shewe to me sayd she 

the place named golgata : where our lord was crueefyed by 

cause / and to the ende that we maye fynde the crosee / Thenne 

sayd ludas it is two C yeres passed and more / and I was not 

thenne yet bom / Thenne sayd to him the lady / by bym that -Bw«™ 

was crucefyed. I shal make the peryssbe for bungre. yf thou telle J°*i*^ 

not to me the troutbe / Thenne made she hym to be caste in to 

a drye pytte / and there tourmented hym, by hungre / and enyll 

reste. whan he had ben seuen dayes in that pytte / TheuTte Juduotiut 

Bayd he yf I myght be drawen out : he shold saye the a°d uw 

tronthe / Thenne he was drawen out / and whan he came to 

the place / anon the erthe moeuyd and a fumme of grete ewetc- 

nesae was felte in suche wyse that Indas smote bb hondes 

to-gyder for ioye' and said in trouthe Iheau cryst thou art the 

sauyor of the world / It was so that Adryan the Emperour < 

had do make in the same place where the crosse kye a temple 

of a goddesae by cause that all they that came in that place 
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shold adore that goddesae But the queue dyde do destroye 

|)B temple / Thenne ludas made hyta redj and began to djgge / 

And whan he came to xx paas depe / he founds thre crosses 

and brought tbem to the queue / Aud by cause he knewe not 

wbiche v&s the crosae of our lord he lejred them iu the mydls 

of \fi cjt^ : and abode the demouBtraunce of god : and aboute 

the houre of none / there was the corps of a yonge man brought 

[•M. to be bu*ryed / ludas reteyned ^ byere and layed vpon it 

Ki. 1.] ' one of tbe crosses / aud after the second, and whan he layed 

The Me ou it the thyrde / anone the body that was deed came agayn 

found. to lyf / Theune cryed the deuyll iu the eyre. ludas what hast 

imuiiiJudu. thou don : thou hast doou the coutrarye that thotber ludas 

dyd / For by hym I haue wonne many sowles / artd by tie I 

shall lose many by hym I reyned on tbe people / and by the I 

haue loste my royame / Neuertbelease I shall yelde to the this 

bountee For I sbal sende one that shal punyssbe the / and 

that was accomplyssbed by lulyan the appostata : wbiche tour- 

'nmerad. ""sntyd hym afterward "^ whan he was byssbop of Iherusalem : 

and whan ludas herde hym he cursed tbe deuyll aud said to 

him Ibeau cryst dampne the in fyro perdurable / After this 

^^f* * . ludas was baptysed and was named quyryacbe / And after was 

abWiQp. made bysahop of Iherusalem / whan helayn had the crosse of 

Ihesn crist / and that she had not the nayles / Thenne she eente 

to y bysahop quyiyache that be sbolde go to tbe place aud 

iiMBiidiiKDf geeke tie nayles /Thenne be dyde dygge iu tbertbe ao long 

that he fonnde tbem sbyuyug as golde. thenne bare be them 

to the queue / and anone as she sawe them she worabypped 

them wyth grete reuerence- Thenne gaf saint helayn a parte 

of tbe crosae to her soue : Aud that other parte she lefte in 

Iherusalem cloayd in gold : syluer- and precyoua stones / And hyr 

Bone bare the nayles to the emperour : And the Kmperour dyde 

doo aettc tbem in bys brydel [aud] iu bia helme wbau he wente 

EuhUiu to batayle : This reheroetb Eusebe whiche waa bisshop of Cezar 

or (hew / how be it that other saye otherwyse : Now it happed that 

lulyau the appostata dyde doo slee quyryache fot was byaabop 

of Iherusalem : by cause be had founden the crosse / For he 
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hated * it boo mocbe / that where somener he founde the croeae / (.^^j 

he dyd it to be destroyed / for whan he weate in batayle ay east "'■ *J 

them of perse he Bente and commaundeil quyriache to make 

eacreffBe to thydollis // Aod whan he wold not doo it / he dyde S^rilsa h, 

do smyte of his ryghte honde / and sayd wyth this houde haat Apl^la.* 

thou wryten toauy lettres / by whiehe then repellyd moche folke 

{to doyng sacrefyse to our goddes : Qayryache e^d thou wood 

honnde tbou hast don to me grete proffyte. For thon hast 

out of the honde wyth whiehe I haue many tymea wreten to 

the synagoges that they sholde not byleue in Iheau eryat : And 

now Bythe I am crysten / thou haat taken fro me that whyche 

noyed me : Thetme dyde lulyan do melte leed and cast it in 

his mouth and after dide do bringe a bedde of yron / and 

made quyryache to be layed and Btratched theron / and after nnidied 

layed vnder brennyng cooles, and threwe therin grees and ^S>. ""^ 

saltB / For to tourmente hym the more / and whan quiriache 

moeuyd not' lulyan tbemperour sayd to hym / other \ioa ahalt 

sacrefye our goddes / or thon shalt say at the leest thou art 

not cryaten / and whan he sawe he wold do neuer neyther he 

dyde doo make a depe pytte fill of serpeutea and veuemous Ht> 

bestes / and caste hym therin / and whan he entred- auone the "t "*« inw 

serpenteH were all deed / Thenne lulian put hym in a cawdron "'?«»'<. 

frill of boylynge oyle : and whan he shold eutre in to it / he 

blyssyd it and saydo / Fayr lord toume this bayne to baptym 

of martyrdom / Thenne was lulyan moche angry : and com- pat^^Sb. 

maunded that he ahold be ryuen thorugh ^ia herte wyth a 

swerd / and in thya manere he fynyashed his lyf / 

The vertu of the crosse is declared to vs by many myracles / J^[^ ^^ 
For it happed on a tyme that one enchauntour hadde dysceiued "^^ °' "" 
a notarye : and brought* hym * in to a place : where he had ^ *ii^' 
aseembled a grete coupauye of deuylles / and promysed to him °°^ '-^ 
that he wold make him to haue moche rychesses And whan 
he came there he sawe one peraone blacke sittyng on a grete 
chayer : and all ahoute hym all full of horryble peple cMid 
blacke whiehe had spcrcs and swcrdes : Thenne demaundcd 
this grete deuyll of the enchauntour who was that clerke / then- 
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cb&nntonr eayd to him / Syre he is ouree / theiiue Bud the deuyll 

to him : yf thoa wylt worabjp me and be my seruauote / and 

resf e Ihesu ciyst : thou ahalt eitte on taj rig^t side The 

Ac^ipuijat Gierke anone blessid hym wyth the eigne of the crosae- and 

flWiA'"ih» ^^ '^* ^^ ^"^ ^^ semaimt of Ihesn cryst hia eauyour 

^locui* ^Qj anone as he had made the creese / \fi grete multytude of 

deuylles vanyBhed awaye / 

IT It happed that tbig notari alter this on a tyme entred vyth 

his lorde in to the chirche of saint Bophye / and kneled downe 

on his knees tofore thim^e of the cmcifyxe ; the wHche cruci- 

cnMMniad fj^e aB it Bemed loked moche openly and sharply vpon him' 

" k'nou^!" Thenne hie lorde made him to goo aparte on a nother side : 

and olway the cracifyxe tomed his eyen towarde hym. Thenne 

he made him goo on the lefte syde / and yet the crucifyxe 

loked on hym Thenne was the lorde moche amerueylted / and 

charged hym and commaunded him that he sholde telle him 

wherof he had eoo deaerued that the crucifixe soo behclde and 

loked on him / Thenne sayd tbe notarye that be covde not 

remembre hym of uoo good thynge that be bad done / eauf 

tbat on a tyme he wolde not renye ne forsake the cmcifyxe 

^c*" tm ^"^'"^ ^^ deuyll / Thenne lete vs so blyase ts wyth the sygne 

k«D ou™(rf **' ^^ blessid croflee that we may tberby be kepte fro the power 

tt« Ssiuf '^ ^^ ""^ goostly and dedely enmye the denytl / And by the merites 

t^j; of the gloryoua passion tbat our sauyoure * Ibesu cryet suffred 

tBLS-i on die crosse after this lyf we maye come to enerlaatyng lyf 

in henea/ AMEN. 
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THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS*. <£i^'™^ 

Legend, turd 
•d.1493. 

Here foloweth thex&ltacfon of the hoi; Crosse / cciivu b, 

bh. 1.] ■ 

rjIHe exaltacton of the hoi; Crosse is sayd* by cftose that on 

-■- this day y> holy crosae and fayth were gretly eohaunced/ 

and it is to be vnderstonde that tofore the pasdon of onr lorde 

Ihesu crist. y^ tree of the crosae waa^ a tre of fylthe / for }fi Sh/SSi.* 

crosses vere made of vile trees : and of trees vithout frnyt : ' o^-""- 

for all that was planted on the mount of ealuaiie bare no 

frute It was a fowl place / for it was the place of \fi torment 

of theuls : It was derk for it was in a derke place and wytbout 

bewt^ / It was the tree of deth / for men weren • put there to [* fou 

deth. It was also the tree of stenche / for it was planted coli.] 

amonge the caroynes / and after the passion the crosse waa AfMrtb* 

moche enhaanced / for the vylt^ was transported in to pre- ™ i™«" » 

cyosit^ : Of the whiche the blessyd aaynt andrew saith / 

precious holy croeae god saue the : His bareynes was tomed 

in to fruyte / aa it is sayd in the cantyclea / I shall aacende vp 

in to the palme tree : Hia ignobylit6 or vnworthines was tomed 

in to snblymit^ and heyth The crosse ]/at was torment of SSSt^Ibii 

thenis / is now bom in the front of tbemperonia / hys derknea U"™'*'^*' 

is tomed in to lyght and clemesee wherof crisoetom sayth the 

crosae OTtd \^ woundes shall be more sbinyng than the raiee 

of the Sonne at the iugement: his deth is connerted in to 

perdurabilyt^ of lyf / wherof it is sayd in the preface : that 

frowhens )Kit the deth grew / fixithens the lyf reeonrded / and 
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the Btencbe is tomed in to svetnesae canticomm j / This exal- 

tacion of the holy crosae is solempnfsed and halowed solempnly 

of the chirche : for the faj>th is is it moche enhauncecl : for 

the yere of oar lords yj C and xr onr lords snfiiyd Mb peple 

to be moche tormented by the omelt^ of the payneims. And 

Sb" „ coBdroe kyng of perceens subdued to Mb empyre all the reamee 

im* mw»r of the vorlde / and he cam in to iherusalem and was aferde and 

ptowoSS * "dr^dde of the sepulcre of our lorde : And retonmed : But 

*^'"'- he bare with him the parte of the holy croese / that sayute 

Helene hadde lefte there : 
wtbaimpMT And thenne he wolde be worshypped of al the peple as a god. 
And dyde doo make a tour of golde and ayluer / wherein 
precyouB stones shone' And made there in the ymagea of the- 
sonne. and of the mone : and of the sterreB And made that by 
subtyll conduytea water to be hydde. And to come downe in 
maner of Bayne. 
And atto the laste stage, he made horses to drawe charyottes 
cciim roonde • abouto lyke aa they had meuyd the tour and made 
°*>- 10 it to seme as it had thondred / and delyuerde his reame to his 

aone / and thus this cnndd man abode in the temple and dyde 
doo set the croese of oar lorde by him and comntsunded that 
he aholde be callyd god of all the people / And as it is rede in 
libro de Tiut[r]ali offido / The sayd coedroe resident in Ms trona 
as a fader / set the tree of the croase on hia right side in rtede 
of ]>° Bone / and a cocke on hia lyfte eide in atede of the holy 
gooet / and commaunded that he aholde be called fader / And 
thenne heracle the emperour assembled a greto oost / and came 
for to fyghte wyth the Bone of coedroe by the ryner of danabye / 
An d thenne it pleyaed to eyther prynce ; that edie of theytn 
aholde fyghto one agaynat that other Tpon the brydge / and 
he that aholde be vaynquyBh and ouercome : Ms aduersarye 
aholde be prynce of therapyre wythout hurtyng eyther of bothe 
ooates / and boo it was ordeinyd and sworn' And who aomeuer 
sholde helpe hie prynce. sholde haue forthwyth hia legges and 
srmee cut of: and to be plonged. and cast in to the ryner : 
And thenne heracle commaunded him all to god / and' to the 
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holy crosee / wyth all the denocyon that he myght* : and "HbfmH" 

thenne they foughte longe / and at the last out lorde gaaf the '^Coioioirt" 

Tictorye to heracle : and Bubdned him to his empyre. The 

oast that was contrary and al the peple of cosdroe obeyed theym 

to the cTjsten hylii / and reeeyned the holy baptesme / And 

cosdroe knew not thende of Ji^ bataylle / For he was adoured 

and worshyped of all the peple as a god / boo that no mm 

durst not saye nay to him And thenne heracle came to him / 

and fonde him sittyng in his siege of golde / And sayd to hym / 

For as moche as after the manere thou hast honoured the tree 

of the crosse / Yf thoo wylt receyue baptim / and the fayth of 

Xhesu cryste / I shall gete it to the • and yet shall thou holde j.^,^ 

thyne trone^ and reame wyth lytyll hostages / And I shal lete '"'■*1 

the haue thy lyfe / and yf thou wylt« nof I shall slee the wy& 

my swerde / and shall smyte of thyne bede And whan he 

wolde not acorde therto: he dyde anone doo smyte of bis "coidi»- 

hede / And commannded that he sholde be beried : by cause 

he had be a hynge : And he fonnde wytb bim one bis sone of 

the age of ten yeres / whom he dyde doo baptyse. and lyfte 

him fro the fonte. And left to hym the reame of bis &der. 

and thenne dyde doo breke that toure* / And gaaf the silner to ' Oiig. imn. 

theym of bys oost / And gaaf the golde and precyous stones for 

to repure the chirches that the tyraunt had destroyed / And "Homda" 

took the holy crosse and brougbte it agayne to Jherosalem ^'^*°*^ 

And as he descended fro the mount of oliuete / and wolde haue J'™"'"^ 

entred by the gate : by whiche our sauyour went to his passion 

on horebacke aoumed as a kynge* sodenly the stones of the 

yates de[B]cended : and loyned theym togyder in the yate lyke 

a walle / and all the peple were abasshed / And thenne the 

angell of oure lorde appered vpon the gate holdyng the i^ne 

of* the crosse in his honde / And sayd : whan the kyng of 'Orts.iw*** 

heuen went to his passion by this gate / be was not arayed lyke 

a kyng / ne on horaback But came humbly vpon an asse / In 

shewyt^ the example of humylyt^ whyche he lefte to theym 

tiiat honour bym / And whan this was sud he departed and 

vanysshyd away / Thenne the emperour toke of his hosen / and 
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i^*»^J shone hiouelf in wepyngp. And despoylled hym of aUehyi 

j<nl«^ clothes in to hk sherte / 

> Orig. tooc*. And took * the croaee of our lorde : uid bare it moche 
humbly vnto the gate / 
And ftnone the bardeoeBBe of the atones felte the celestyidl 

'^'s- oommanndement / and * * remenyd anone. and opened tmd gaue 

C« foi. entree Tnto theym that entred Thenne the swete odour that wa» 

Ml. 1-] ' felte that daye whan the holy croese vas taken tro the toore 
of Cosdroe / and was brought ayera to Ihenisalem fro boo ferre 
coufltree / and boo grete space of londe retomed in to ihernsalem 
in that moment / and replenysshyd it wyth all swetnes : Thenne 
the riht deuonte kyng began to say the pray^ngee of the eroaae 
in this wyse cmx splendidior / & c : crosse more shinyog 
than all the steeree / hoDOured of the woride rihte holy / and 

• Of^ htn. moost amyable to aU theym whiche oonly were worthy to bere* 
the raunson of the woride : Swete tree / Swete naylee / Swete 
yron : swete spere beiyng the swete burdens / Saue thou diis 
presente company, that is this day assemblyd in thy lawde 
and praysinges : And thus was the precious tree of the 

mught^ crosse reestablyshid in his place and thauneyent myracles 

gimofthf ren^rij p^r a dede man was reised to lyf/And iiij men 
token wyth the palsei were cured and helid. Ten lepers were 
made clene : and xt blynde men receyuid theyr sight ayen / 
DeuylleB were pat out of men / and moche peple and mimy 
were delyuerde of dyuerse siknessee and maladyea. Thenne 
themperonr dyde doo repayre the chirchea. and gaaf t« them 

a^ntian &™** ycftefl : and after retomed home to his empyre: And it 

fimJiiHaikd ^ ^y^ ''' ^^^ cronycles that this was done other while : For 

hii oppoomt. ^[,gj g^^g (.jjjjj ^jmj^ Cosdroe had taken many reames. he took 
Ihernsalem / And zachaiye the patriake. and bare awaye the tree 
of the crosse. And as heracle wolde make peas wyth him : 
the kyng cosdroe sware a grete othe : that he wolde neaer 
make peas wyth crysten men and romayns yf they renyed not 
him that was crucifyed / and adoured the sone / And thenne 

ccii«i » terade : whiche was armed r wyth Wth bro*ughte his ooet 

<«<-i.] ayenst him : and destroyed and wasted the perciens wyth many 
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babtilea that he made to theym / and made costdroe to flee vnto 

the cyt^ of thelyfonte / And at the last cosdroe had the flyxe in 

his bely / and wolde therfore crowne hys eone kyng / wMche 

was named mendasa And whan ayroje bis eldest soae berde 

herof / he made alyaunce wyth heracle / and pursued Hb fader 

vyth his noble peple and set him in bondes : and susteynid 

bym wyth brede of trybulacion and wyth water of anguysh / 

And at the last he made to shote arowes at him bi cause he ^^^^'il** 

wolde not byleue in god / and soo deyed : And after this thyng J^,f JUih 

he sent to berade the patryarke. the tree of the crosse : and """"■ 

all the prysoneres / And heracle bare in to Iheruaalem the 

precyous tree of the crosse And thus it is rede in many 

cronyclea alsa Syble sayth thus of the tree of the croase / 

that the blessyd tree of the croase was thre tymes wyth the 

paynems- as it is sayd in thyetorye tripertyte : tbryee blessid 

tree / on whicbe god was stratched / This perauenture is sayd 

for the lyf of nature / of grace : and of glory : whiche came 

of the crosse / At constantynople a lewe entryd in to the 5"?°^?' 

chircbe of saynt sophie / and considered that he was there j^J^™ 

alone / and saw an ymage of Ihesu cryst / And took his swerde ■'™" '^'''^'*- 

and smote thymage in the throte / and anone the blood guyssbid 

oute and sprange in the face and on the hede of the lewe / 

And be tbenne was aferde and took thimage / and cast it in to 

a pytte / And anone fledde away : And it happed that a crystea 

man met him and saw him all blody And sayd to him / fro wbens 

comest thou thou bast slayne some man / and be sayd I haue 

not : The ciysten man sayd verely tbou bast commysed some 

omycide / For thou art all bespronge wyth the blood / and 

the lew sayd. verely the god of the ctysten * men ia grete and [* W- 

the &yth of bym is ferme and approued in all thynges / I haue *^ >■> 

smyten noo man but I faaue smyten tbymage of Ihesu Ciysf 

and anone yssoed blood of bis throte / And thenne the lewe 

brought the crysten man to ]>" pytte / And there drewe out 

that hooly ymage' And yet is seue on this daye the wounde 

in the throte of tbymage / And anon the lewe bycame a good. S^''* ■^™ 

crysten man and was baptysed. In syrye in the Cyt^ of baruth c]i™ii«i). 
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ther was a crysten man whiclie had hyred an houa : for a yere / 

and he hadde sette thymes of the cruoyfyxe by his bedde / 

to whiche he made dayely hia prayers / and sayd his deuocion / 

and at the yerea ende he remened and tooke an other hous. and 

forgate and left« thymage behynde hym / And it happed that 

a lewe hyred that same houa / And on a daye he hadde another 

lewe one of Iiia neyghbours to dyner : and as they were at 

J mete / It happed hym that was boden in lokyi^ on the walle to 

ha nw in ^spye ^Mb ymage / whiche was fyied to the w^e and began to 

b(KuS^ ' grynne at it for despjrte / And agaynst hym / that badde ' hym / 

> orig. haddt. ^^ j ^q thretened and menaced hym : by cause he durst it kepe 

in his houa thymage of Ihean of nazareth : and that other tewe 

Bware as moche as he myght. that be neuer hadde sene it / 

ne knewe not that it was there / And thenne the lewe fayned 

as be hadde ben peaaed / and after went strute to the prynce 

of &e lewes / and accused that lewe of that whiche he badde 

Smw^t" **°® '" ^^ ^'"'* ■ Thenne the lewea aasembleden and came to 

a^'ln hit *^^ ^""^ **' ^J"™ ' ^""^ **"® thymage of Ibesu cryst / and they 

"'""■ toke tliat lewe and bete ^yin / And dyd to hym many Iniutyes / 

iiiBcnawu And caste bym out balf dede of theyr synegoge / and anone 

med. ' they defowled thymage wyth theyr feet / and renewed in it all 

Dci»ii. the tour*mentes of the passyon of our lord / and whan they 

Blood ame perced bis syde wyth the spere / blood and watw yssaed babun- 

'^1^^ dauntlyin soo moche that they fylled a veasell / whiche they set 

ther ynder. And tbenne the lewes were abasshed and bare this 

blood in to theyr synagoge / and all the seke men and malades 

that ware enointed ther wyth / were anone guaiysshed and made 

hooll : And thenne the lewea told and recounted alle this thinge : 

by ordre to the Bysshop of the countree : and alle they wyth 

e wylle receyued baptyme in the fayth of Ihesn cryat / and 

the Bysshop put this blood in ampulles of crystalle and of gins 

for to be kepte / And thenne he called the crysten man that 

had lefte it in bis hous / and enquyred of him who badde made 

BOO fayre an ymage / and he sayd that nychomedus hadde made 

it / And whan he deyde / he lefte it ta gamalyell : and Qamaliel 

to zachee and zachee to laquea / and laquea to symon / And 



t,zec.y Google 



THB EXALTATION OF THB CB0S9. 



167 



lutd ben thns In Ihenu^em vnto the destruction of the Crt^. HigmtjoM of 

^ Ihalmat*- 

And fro theoB hit vna bom in to the Royame of agryppe of 
CiyBten men / And &o tbena it was brougbt ftgayn in to the 
oomitree. and it waa lefte to me by my pareates by ryghtfull 
heryta^ / and this woa done in the yere of our lord senes 
hondred and 1. 

And tbenne all the lewes habved theyr ayn^ognea in to Ofib* 
the chyrcbea and therof cometb the custome that Chyrchea ben of dmrchoi. 
halowed : For to-fore that tyme the aultres were bat halowed 
only / and for this myracle the cbyrche hath ordeyned / that the 
fjtta kalendaa of decembre / Or as' it is redde in an other ' 
place ; the iytte ydna of Nonembre sbold be the memorye of 
the passyoD of our lord / wherfore at rome the chyrche is 
halowed in thonore of our sauyour / where as is kepte an 
ampulle wyth the same blood : amd there a * eolempne feste cci^' i 
ia kepte and done / and there is proued )>» ryght grete vertu "'■ ^'^ 
of the crosse ynto the paynems and to the myebyleued men in 
all thyi^es / And saint gregory recordeth in the thyrde books 
of hia dyalognes : that whan andrewe bisshop of the Cyt^ of 
fiindane auffred an hooly nonne to dwelle* wyth hym / the '^J****' 
fende thenemy began Temprynte in bis herte the beault^ of J"?^'''"'' 
her / in snche wyee / that he thoughte lu his bedde wycked jjf d^w 
tmd cursyd thynges / And on a daye a lewe came to rome and STiSS 
whan he sawe that the daye &yled and myght iynde no AJ^nUw 
lodgynge. he wente that nyght / and abode in the Temple of ajxSio hm > 
appollin / cmd by cause he donbted of the sacrylege of the plaoe/ aiflllp^ 
how bee it- that he hadde no &yth in the Ooaae' yet he 
markyth fmd gwnyaahed hym wyth the aygne of \fi croeae : 
thenne at mydnight whan he awoke / he sawe a companye of 
euyll spyrytes : whiche wente to-fore one Lyke aa he hadde 
eomme auctoryt^ of pnyaaaunce abone thotlter by subiection / 
and thenne he aawe hym aytte in the middea a-monge the otlier : 
and began to enquyre the causes and dedes of eueryche of 
thyse euylle apyiyteB : whiche obeyed hym / and he wold knowe 
what enylle eneiyche hadde do / But gregoiy passyth the maner 
of this vy^on / By cause of shortnes' But we fynde semblablg 
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in \fi \y{ of &dere / That as a man entryd in a Temple of 

thydoUia / he sawe tlie deaill syttyng / and all his me^y abonte 

^ hym Ajid one of thyae wycke spyrytes came and odonred hym / 

10 lb* and he demaunded of hym / Fro whens comest tbon and he 

sayde / I haue ben in suche a pronynce / and bane moeued 

grete warrea : and made many trybulacyona and haue shedde 

•■ moche blood' and am come' to telle it to the: and Sathan 

gayd to bym' in what tyme host then done this, and he Bayd 

in tbyrty da*yee and sathan Bayd : why haat thon b«e so longe 

there abontefi / and sayd to tbem that Btode by hym : goo ye 

1^ and hete hym / and all to-laeBhe hym. Thenne came the 

J^ seconde and worehypped hym / and sayd Syre I hane ben in 

the see / And hane moened grete wyndea and tourmentys and 

drowned many ehyppea / and alain many men / And sathan 

Bayde how longe haat thon ben abonte this / and he aaide xxij 

dayea. and aathan eayde haat thou done nomore in thia tyme / 

tmd commaunded ^at be sbold be beten / and the thyrd came 

and Baid I hane ben in a Cyt^ and bane meuyd atryuee and 

debate In a weddyng / And hane abed moche blood / and haue 

alayne l/fi hnabond: and am come to telle the / and sathan 

axed / in what tyme hast thon done this : and he aayd in x 

dayes / and he aayd haat thon done nomore in tiiat tyme / And 

commaunded them that were aboute hym to bete hym alao : 

[^ Thenne came the fourth and aayd / I haue ben in tbe wyldemea 

* zl yere : and hane laboured aboute a monke and vnnetbe at the 

^, last I hane throwen and made bym to synne of tbe fleaah / and 

whan aathan herde that / he aroos fro his sete / and kyssed hym. 

and toke hia crowne of bia hcde / and aet it on hia hede / and 

made hym to eytte wyth hym. and sayd thou hast done a grete 

thynge / and baat laboured more than all tliother / and tbis 

maye be the maner of the vysyon : that saint gr^^ry lenetb : 

^ whan eche had aayd / one aterte vp in the mydle of them all / 

^ and sayd be had meuyd Andrewe agaynat the name* / And 

*°*' bad meuyd the fourth parte of hia fleaah agaynat her in tempta- 

<<wt cion- and therto that yesterday he thought so moehe in his 

minde on her that in tbe houre of euyu aonge he gaf to ber 
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in I&PTiig a Iniffet / and sajde plqmly Jwrt she myght here it S.^^^ 

that he wolde Bjnne wyth her: thenm[e] the mayster com- ^J^'*"'* 

msunded hjm that he ahold performe Jurt he had *begoime: (.^^^-jii 

and for to make hym to Bjnne he ahold haue a Byngaler 

victory' and rewarde amonge all the other / and theune ',^l 

coniTnaiiuded he : that they ahold goo loke who that was that 

lave in the temple. And they wente and luked / and anoae Tit derOi 

they were ware that he was marked wyth the sygne of the ^J^^ 

oroeee : And they beyng aferd escried and aayd / veryly this JSS'JJ^'^ 

is an empty vessell. alas he is marked / and wyth tliis Toys ^*^[^ 

all the Gompanye of the wycked spyrytee vanysshed awaye / "*'"* 

and th^nne Uie lewe all amoeayd oame to the byaahop: and 

tolda to hym all by ordre what was happed : And whan the 

bisshop herd this / he wepte atrongly. and made to voyde all 

the wynunen out of his hous / and thenne he baptysed the lewo. 

Saint gregoiy reherceth in hia dyalf^ea that a nonne entred ^^'TLE^ 

in to a gardyne / and aawe a letuae /and coneyted that: and UJ2!b«tii« 

folate to make the aygne of the croaae / and bote it gloton- S«f mS 

eesly / and anone fylle donne* and waa ranysahe of a deuyl / ™, dU?,** 

and there cam to her saynt Equycyen / arid the deuyll began 

to crye and to aaye / what hane I doo I satte vpon the letuse / 

and she came and bote me and anon the deuyll ysrnied onte 

by the commanndement of the holy man of god : It ia redde in 

thystorye scolastyke / that the paynema had pe[y]nted on a walle 

the annea of Serapis / and theodcsyen dyde do put them ont. 

and made to be peynted in the same place the sygne of the 

croaae / and whan the paynema and preatea of thydollis aawe 

that, anone they dyde them to be baptysed / aayenge that it waa 

gyuen tbeym to vnderatonde of theyr oldere / that tho annea 

ahold endure/tyll that suche a sygne were made there, in whiche 

were lyf : And they haue a lettre. of whyche they Tse / that 

they calle holy / and had a forme that they aayd it exposed and 

sygnef^ lyf perdarable / 
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Temacule', i honoore him and the, 
pat \ie made Jiorow his preuit^; 
po cloth be set to his face, 
pe prent laft* |>ere' jKtrow hig grace, 
Hu moth, his nose, hia ine to, 
His herd, his here* dide al so. 
Schilde me for al )«t in' my line 
!• hftue eingud' with wittus fiue, 
Namlidi with mout of sclaunduriug, 
Fala othus' and bakbiting, 

llu mdlngi htn gl<r>n ua rrom Addttloul HS. 11,74B. 
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THE SYMBOLS OF THE PASSION*. 



The Ternacnl — I hoDowre hym [imd the] 
pat the made throwe hys p«7uy[t^] ; 
The clothtf he set ovyr hya face, 
The prynte he lefte ther, of hys grace, 
Hys mowthe, hys nose, hys eyn too, 
HyH herd, hys here he ded also, 
Schyld me, lorde, for fuit in myn lyffe 
That I haue eynnyd with myn wyttya fyre, 
Namelyehtf wttft mowthe of Btlawndrynge, 
Of Me othys and bakbytynge, 
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And made boete with toung eil bo 
Of sinmiB ^t i haue do; 
Lord of heuen, for-jcne it me 
porow sjlit* of |>e' fignr jnt i here Be. 



CuUeUu* circtatmcionis. 

pis' knif be-tokene))* circumsicion, 

He dutrOTet' sinne al and sum 

Of oure fonuefadnr adam, 

Were-|>orow ^w' tok kynde of man 

From tomptaciouQ of lecherie 

Be' my Bocoure whan i achal dice. 



PeUicanvs. 

pe pelicane his blod did^ blede 

per-with hie briddus for to fede, 

JHt' be-tokenet on'" [« rode 

Oure lord as fede" with his blode. 

Wen he us bouht out of helle 

In ioj and blis with him to dwelle, 

And bene our fadur and our fode, 

And we his childame meke and gode. 
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And making boate wtt& tonge' alsoo 
12 Of many syBuyB that I haae doo : 
Lorde of heuyn, fnr-zeue it me 
Tfarowe vertew of the fygure )Kit I here e 




fTlhys knyffe betokaythe J* ciivamsysy[pn], 
-*• That dystroyd owre synnyB alle and mu 
Of owre fonufathyr adam, 
Wher-thorowe we toke p kynde of man. 
From t«mptacyon of lecherye, 
Lorde, kepe me tylle that I deye. 



The pelycan hys blode dothe blede 
per-with hys byrdys for to fede^ 
It betoknyth€ vppe-on the rode 
Owre lorde fed vs witA hys pi-ecit« blode. 
Whan [h]e vs bowt owt of helle 
In ioye and blys wtt& hym to dwelle, 
And be owre fathyr and owre fode, 
And we hys chyldyr meke and good. 
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luKnikMp 



fafa'A^Jf^^ 



Trigimta ^anom. 

pe pens also )>at indas tolde, 

pat for* iesn criat was aolde, 

Vs Bchilde horn tresuu and coaetyse, 

per-in to die in no wise. 



Iiantema, 

pe lantern )ia( me bar* in )« lyjt, 
Wen criat was taken in )« nijt, 
Hit Ijl' me from nijtua' sine, 
pat i neuer be tak' |>er-inue. 





Gladii et fu^s. 

SuerduB and battns [lat ]>ey bere 
lesu crist Jjer-with' to fere — 
From findoB, lord, )>ow' kepe me 
Of hem aferd |>at i ue be. 
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11he pens also that Indaa tolde, 
- Wher-for iesu cryste was solde — 
Lorde, scbylde me from treson and couetyse, 
Ther-in that I deye in no wyee. 



The lautem ^t they bare is the lygthe, 
Whan cryste was takyn wttA-in y> nygthe — 
Lord, kepe me from nygthys synae, 
36 That I nenyr be take ther-In. 



CJwerdyB and atauys that Jt^i here 

'^ Ther iesa cryste to fere witA there— 

From fendys, lorde, kepe thov me, 

Of them, lorde, a-ferd that I not be. 
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Arwtdinet. 

CriBt had a etroke with a rede, 
per-with )>e iewee bnk his hed'; 
With god chere and milde moode 
■Alle he tholnd* and stUle* Btode : 
Wen i misdo or ani man me, 
Hit be (oT-ijf for >at pit^. 



[J/imiM d^Slatu et alapatu. 
The hond, lord, ^t tare of |>yn here, 
And |>e honde )>at flapped ander )im here- 
pat pine be my bocoot there 
That y haue y-ainwed wttA myn* here, 
And of alle o|)ur syime al so 
pat wif> mjn eren hane y herkened to.]* 



* vfttmjniii in a taUr hoKd. 
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r~rrqp-^^Csic:® 



Uythe a sarde he had a stroke, 
per-witA the iewjs hys hede they broke; 
With good chere and myld mode, 
Alle he Hii%rd and Btylle he Btode. 
Whan I myB-do ar nny man do me, 
It be for-zeve for that pet^. 




rphe faandys, lorde, Jiat tare of thyn here, 
-*- And Y' hande jvit dappyd the vndyr \fi e 
For Jwt pcTD, lorde, be myn aocowre there 
That I haue synnyd wiiA piyde of here. 
And alb othjr synnys also 
That with eiys I haue hericynd to. 
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Velamen onfe octdot. 
pe cloth be-fore )>in ine to. 
To bobbe' [« \ej koyt it so, 
Hit kepe me from' ueniaimB 
Of childhod oTid of ignoranas, 
And of other' sinnoa Edso 
pat i haue with my ine do, 
And with* nose smellud ekct 
BoJ>e hope] and eke' aeke. 




Indeinki 
KiAdDtlih*. 



Tunica inconmUUis et uestis pttrpuria. 
pe whit cote ^at hade aem none 
Attd )>e piirpure )iey lajd both upon one*, 
pey be my sokur and my helping, 
pat my bodi hat)>' usud aoft clewing. 

* ho MlH. * (lie. < *it mr. > mlK. ■ liif 
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17B 



rnhe clothe be-fom tbyn eyn too, 

-'- To bobbyn the they knjt it soo — 

Lord, kepe me from vengawns 

56 Of chjldhode and of ignorawna, 
And eke aynnya also 
That I haue aene witA myn eyn too. 
And wi'tA myn nose smyllyd eke, 

60 Bothe olde and sake. 




rphyn own cote that had seme non, 
J- The putpylle (wt they leyd lotte vppe-on— 
Lordc, be myn socowre and myn helppyng 
64 That myn bodye bathe vayd mye dothyng. 
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flntbgnd 
IbaLordto 



Virge ^fiageUe. 

With jerdes grete }k)w were tOHJocbud, 

Witb BCOurgeB smert b1 to-lacbud, 

pat peine me Boker* of ainnuB*, 

Of sloutfa and of idelnes. 




Corona ^finea. 

pe coroune of |)om on [lin bed lirast, 
pin her to-tar, (li akyn to-braat; 
Schild^ me from peia of helle pit, 
pftt i bane deseruud )iorow nan-wite*. 



Cotwn^ma cum corda. 

To )>e piler, lord, al bo 

With a rop |>ejr' bonndun ye to ; 

pe seneweB from )w bones brast, 

So hard bit was draw and strened fiwt; 

pat bond me alese of bondes, 

Of unkind dede and unkindneB". 

KHHmr, 1 tyniw^ ■ ]i*tichnd. < irua-irll. > nun 
' BttiB Jxij dnm and ■Irl'Dad (MH| 
ti« janair^ fto )« bmjt toJiuii. 
t^t bend aleH ma uid vnbyrjdt^ 
ftt y huu tropuied and Iw inkjild*. 

"and nib^da''>nd Ihsneitline in InpllBrhk. 



t,i.a,Google 



i SYMBOLS OP THE PASSION. 




Uythe zard^ grete |>oii ware alle to-daechjd, 
With acargya emerte alle to-la8ch)'d ; 
Lord, Bocowre me of synnys thya, 
Of Btlowthe and eke of ydylnes. 



'Tlhe crovn of thom on )<' hed preete, 
-*~ Thyn here to-tere, tty skyn to-breste. 
Lord, socowre me of eynnje tbys. 
Of Btlowths and eke of Idylnes. 



rilO )>* pyller, lorde, also, 
-'• WttA a rope men bownd y> too, 
Hard drawe and etreynyd feate; 
The aenews from y> bondye braete. 
Lorde, lose me of bondye in dystresse, 
Thove I ded onkend a-geyne kyudnesee. 
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VetHgui aaluatorig, ^nando exiuit pw 
poriam wTTisafem, portanio erucem, coronam 
L'W.TBJ gpineam * eoronahis, mille paiaus tie 

incedens, rogeura cniorem dittiHando. 

t^^^nm P"* ^''^ (■* "^^^ ""^ ^^^ 1* sot* 

»d<udn«a oyj j^j ieruBalemuB jate ; 

'•™"*^ pin foot-steppus Buet and gode 

Wer Bene (wrow Behedifnjg of )ii blod. 
iiiiKidrdn per mettust [kiw with wymmen of bedleifi., 

women of ^nd al eo with wymmen of ierwaalem, 

B«tlilehHn 

"jjo*^ And alle' {ey wepten for J>i turment; 

*»^«p«s» To hem |)0W aeyduet ap#rtment, 

jffjg' Sft^ " Ne wepe je not for my wo, 

Jj^^" But for joure* self and joure chil<lani« also; 

JJJttJt* ^or hem )e moun ful sore wepe, 

And salt teres for hem lete. 
For Jwy Bchnl haue turment hard 
An hundert wintnr her afterwart." 
■En^^tUH P** ateppna of sine jif ua pordoun, 

jwBMjrtdB Vftn we gon with' deuociun 

*J2^"J"" On' pilgremage on hora or fote; 

Of alle oure sinnua' Jwy ben our bote. 

1 oniUfif, 3 |ow. > A] ^y lUpplfl oT ovre. * wa gootJi wtlr good. ^ A. ' 
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Thowe bare the croa onyr the lake, 
Owt of iheruMtlem at the gate ; 
Thy fote-Bteppya BWete and good 
Wer sene tbrowe echedyng of |j' preo-ywa blude. 
pou mettyet with women of bethleeni. 
And also women of ihemsalem j 
Alle they wepyd for )>* torment ; 
To them jxju aeyddyst a-perte-ment, 
"Wepe ze not for myn woo, 
But for zowre childyr also ; 
For them ze maye sore wepe, 
And salte terye for them lete; 
For they echal haue torment hard 
An hundyrd wyuty r here-aftyrwa[r]d." 
Tho steppys for va of grace zeue pardon. 
Whan we goo, wythe deaocyon, 
On pylgtymage on hors ar on fote. 
Of myn synnya, lorde, be myn bote. 
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Clavi. 

pe naylea jwrow fet and handus to — 

pey helpe me ont of Hume and wo 

pat 1 hane in my liue do, 

With bandna handult, with fet i-go. 




MaXieta. 

pe hamur bothe stenu and gret 

pat drof |ie nayles |>orow bond and^ fete 

pey' be my aocur' in my ly^ 

3if i* man smot with staf or knyf. 




Ua» eum fiUe. 
[M. 77.] pe u^scel with eysel and with galte 

^^^2?IlS Kep me from |>e* sinnus alle. 



' Boyln Is crMU. > hit. 
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The nayl}^ tbrowe fete and Iiaiidjs ako, 
Lorde, kepe me owt of syuiie and woo> 
That I haue in myn lyffe doo, 
WitA faandye handjld or <m fote goo. 



The hamyr bothe Btom and grete, 
pot droffe ^ naylya throw hand and fot^ 
Lord, be myn aocowr in alle myn lyffe, 
Iffe ony man stiyke me witA Btaffe or kny%'. 




Che vessel of aysylle and of galle, 
Lord, kepe me from {>" synnyB alle, 



t UuH 101-lM fbUow lina 13 
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pat to ^ soul is fowl i 
{ht i be not puBond (ler-ine'. 




Spongea. 
po )>ow thuntuduBt sor with-alle, 
' pey jeufe ]>e eysel medult witli galle; 
pat i baue dronken in glotouie. 
Hit Baue me wen i scbal die^ 
pat, lord, now i pray to |« 
For Jnt grenauns |>ow suferdat for me*. 



[fin. 77 M 
MirUiaqxw 

Anaof pridt 




Lancea. 

Lord, fe scharp apere i-ground 

pat in |>ia herd mad a wonde. 

Hit kueDcli |)e Bine* )iat i haue wrogt. 

With al myn tert euel i-|wwt, 

And of my trtout prid )ier-to. 

And myn nnboxumnee al-so. 



8cala. 

pe laddar apset be encheaoun 

Wen fiow wer ded be take adoun*, 
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That to sowle ben veuym, 
108 That I be npt poysynd ther-in. 



€=fm 




w" 



'Than J«m thryatyd sore wit^alle. 

They gaffe the eysyll wttA byttyr galle ; 
Alle )iat I haue dronke in glotenye 
112 For-geue me, lorde, ar than I deye. 



T ord, the apere ao acharpe 1-grownde, 
■'-^ pot in thyn herte made a wdwnde, 
It quenchyth the aynae Jwt I haue wrowt, 
WttA alle myn harte fulle ewie thowt, 
And myn stowt pryd alao. 
And myn onbusumnes ther-too. 



T 



^T 



nhe ledder, Tppe-set be encheson 

L Whan |wu war ded to be take a-down, 
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Wen i ham ded in' ani siiuie 
Take me t>at i ne die ^er-ine. 




pe' tonges )iat drow {>e naylea ont, 
Of fet, of handee, al about. 
And looset Ub* bodi &om |>e tre, 
Of alle my nnnus ^7 leee' me. 





Ivdeut tpwnt tn faeie christi. 
pe iewe )iat epit* in goddna face — 
For he hit snSnrd, he yjt ua' grace ; 
pat I hane reuilud or ani man me. 
For ^t despit for-jyf it be. 
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Whan {Kit I am In syime, 
12j Lord, lete me not dey tber-in. 




rphe peuBynnya, \at drewe jjfi nayly^ owt 
-*- Of fete and handya, alle a-bowt, 
And lofsyd j4 bodye from Ji* tre, 
Of myn synnys, lord, lose ]foa me. 



rpbe levyB t>at spytte, lorde, in thy face 
-'- Ze snd^rd alle, and gaffe them grace; 
That I haue gylte or ony man me. 
It be f«r-zeae for )Mit pet^. 
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CbristuB poTiana oruoem tn humero. 
pe croB be-hind his bak-bon 
pat he )ioInd deth uppon — 
Jif me grace in my liue 
Clene of Bine me to achrine, 
And ^erto nerey* repentanns, 
And here to fiiUiUe my penauns. 



S^tiicnaa christt. 

pe Bepuloni' fat* f«rinne was laj^e 

Hia blesaud bodi al be-bled' — 
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The croH be-hynd )>i bafeke-bon, 
pat |>o« Bufiyrd dethe vppe-on — 
Lord, geue me grace, in my lyue, 
Glene of symie me to schiyue. 
And {«r-to very repentawns 
WitA spas to pcrforme myn penawns. 



nphe Bepulkyr wher-in Jwu war hyd, 
■*- pi blyesyd bodye alle for-Ued — 



tizedoy Google 



! THB BYHBOLB OF THE FA8BI0H. [I 

^■** He me gond, or f>at' i deye, 

^u^l Sorow of hert and ter of ye, 

titam Cler and' cleueud )ut i be, 

' Or i to my graue tee; 

Bo }>at i mow* on domuB day 
To |»e* dom cnw» with-ont dedli' fray 
And wend to* blia ax' oampaaie, 
per' OH* men Bchul'* neuer dye, 
^^"■J But dwelle in ioy wit onre lord rijt", 

*i^- per is ener day and neaer ngt, 

pat last Bcbal with-outen ende; 
Now ism criBt [us]" jiidur send'', ainen. 



U daUM oiw )»»«■ tr 



TO «v* hit ■ tinUB a/mOm cda it 
B* W riia tlwinHiDd and wmd li 
And htlf ft jtr* and itjm Urn 
mi li j-gnimlTd for to ba 
^■d (M tha nrnkili ImH In nsj 
Fomtj dif« aiurjtii* duf 
And Ibt ib*pj*jtiiab good d 
aiMmt^ It NitHi* tluiir 
Am rim [u] tUrtr Smju 
For to tBfgs mrj daj J 
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AtUitUa] TUB SYMBOLS OS THB FABBION. 

Lord, grawut me, ar |iat I deye, 
Sorowe of herte vritA terya of eye, 
Cleue clensyd for thy mercye, 

144 Er )K>t I in mjn grane lye, 
So Jxit I may at domya daye 
To |xit dome cam wiiA^wt fraye, 
And vend to blysse in cumpany, 

148 Ther aa men achalltf nenyr dye, 

Bat dwelle In blysse wttA |>ot lord brygth^ 
Wber eayr ie day but nenyr nygthe, 
And leat Bcbal wttA-owt ende : 

162 IwiM cryate TS tbei^ send I 
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OraaamxD aeeiones tesu cbriato stanH, tn 



[M.n.1 

IthuktbM, 






I^ank )>e, lord, ]i&t |>ow me wront, 
And with strong peynna ^w me bout; 
I )ituik )«, lord, with rufiil enteot 
Of ]>i peynus and )i tnnuetit, 
Witt earful hert cmd dreri mod, 
For schedynd of Jd Bwet blod. 
Wliat may i say )>ow hast dona for met 
pi bodi ma bonden to a tre. 
With Bcourgiea knit )>e knottts^ grete 
pi blesaud bodi was al for-bete, 
On eueri side tumud and tome, 
Also naked as J)ow were borne, 
pat hoi Hted WBB found none 
Fro )« croun to ]>e ton. 
pi bleasnd bodi ^r bit stod, 
Al hit was be-helet in blod; 
And when fow were ao for-swong, 
Among |>e ines ])ef did )>e hong, 
With schaip naylus |Kirow hand and fet 
pey let \k hong til t^w wer ded; 
And aftur )n deth, to us sot^ 
pejr pitton a spere to ]>in hert rote ; 
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THE SYUBOLB OF TES PAfiSIOS. 



pe wiked iwes with stardi mode 

176 Let )>eF-out strem )>ui hert blod. 

Alas ! lord, (li peniu |>ow tbolndnst )>o, 

Oure siimuB hit mad so wellawo. 

3ese instnuneDtiM t«t here ptrtend^ be)> 

ISO In memori of fi bittar deyt, 

pey hiilpQU hem to do ]ti pasuonu, 
pey help us to oure saoadouii; 
For ))ey greuet )« ful sore, 

184 pin ang^ich wex so lenger )>e more. 
Lord, vhat may i for |>at jylde )iel 
pow desirdust nojt but lone of me. 
Lord, )>ow jif me grace and myjt 

188 With al min hert to lone )>e ryjt ; 
Id lyf and deth, in wele and wo, 
Let uenor min hert tume fe fro. 
And or hit so be for thing unwreet 

192 For lone let, lord, min hert hrest; 
In a bleasud tjm yen was I bore. 
When al my lone to ]>e is core. 
But merci, lord, i pe prey, 

196 pow let me neaer in sine dye, 

Werethorow i scbnld dampned be; 

Derwortb lord, for )>i pit£ 

pis graont me, lord, i prey to )«, 

200 For man loue )>i moder Ere. amen. 



«jniboltoftbj 
pulDnbelp 
Dur Bliatlon. 



S^ 



Peso armoB of criat boj) god and man, 
Sent petur ye pop diacrinet hem. 
Wat man Jos armea oner-se, 
For his sinnus sort and schereuen be, 
pre jer of ptw^on is pe snmme 
Of sent petruB grant, furst pope of rome ; 
And XXX popes aftur him ))at were, 
An C dsyns ich yanf with gode cbere ; 



oy Google 
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zxzTiii bichopprw eke also, 
Ich grant bi him self xl dajnu )>er-to. 
Pope innocent mad a gret coungsil 
212 And al ^is eonfenned witb-outen fayl. 
And mca% ponlon jaf also, 
iiii jere ii C dayoB ^r-to ; 
And icb biscbop aajd to-for-band 
216 For Bj^t of ])e aemacnl hath graunt 
zl dayna to pardon, 
And )>er-witb-al her benisan. 
^bSr ^^ *•» who )*at eaen day 

S^J^" 220 pia armnB of criBt behold may, 

°"' pat day he ne sal dee no wiked ded 

Ne be combert with )« kned ; 
^^J^ -^ftd also to wymen hit is meke and mild, 

tab^Uring 224 When Jwy trauelne of her chi[l]d 

"*^ '*"^- pe Bonm of vekeiw to ae bit ich day 

A. C. and xix and half get ]k>w may, 
t*"- *• -] To Ben it icb day in )w inonet> also 

228 V. C. )er and xviii and xii wokea t>er-ta, 
To sen it a twelf-moneth icb day enter 
HaJ. Yi. W>. yii. C. v. and fifti jere 
ATid half jere and dayes ^re 
232 Of pardon, |>ub popus ha)) graunted («. 
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DISPUTE BETWEEN MARY AND THE CKOSS. 





r\ litel whyle iestenej. to me 
V/ Ententyfly, bo tane }e blys, 


XB^."^- 




kaflMftJ 




Qode ensanrnple here Bchnl je, 


^S 


4 


Of noble Mater wroi^t it u. 
How Mary sp&k to >e rode tre, 

Whan her eone was in angvya; 
pe Cros answeryd Jiot lady fre, 


»^ib»aiS. 


8 


rul myldely seije cleAya wys, 




11 


pat )>is tale haue made cou)>e ; 
pei hane expoimed it hy s^t, 
A good ensanmple and a bryjt ; 




12 


Bnt Apocrifiim l>ei holde it r^t, 
For tre spak uenere wi)» mou)ie. 


TUiitorTli 


f 


II. 
OuTfl lady fre, 


lUri^ 




To )ie rode tre, 


SS.'hS? 


16 


Sche made her mon^ 
And 8eyde, "on >ee 
Is fruyt of me 

Full wo-bygone : 


Rooa. 


20 


WitA blody ble 
My firayt I gan see, 





« twt, TV- 131-I«, lb* ordw 
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Among hf B fone ; 
Of Sorewe I Be«. 
Hja Teynea fle 

Fro blody bone: 

^^ On pUory my frayt to pynne, 

J***** He ha|> no ipot of Adam ajtrn^ 

Flemcbe and Tejrnea fle atwynne, 
Wherfijra I rede of ren|)«. 

m. 

RHi.ttu' ^ Cms, ))i bcmdea 0cbnl be blamed, 

ikmadfu My gode fimyt )M>a hast bigyled; 

&Bi^ pe frnytes modir wsa nensr fiuaed, 

Uy wombe ia fairs founde Tnfyle[d] : 
Child, vhy art ))oa ntgt aschamed 

Oa pilory to be I-pyled, 
As grete )>eays )xit wers gnuned, 

pot deyedea ^rou) her weiUe vyldef 
^ Blode from hede ia hayled, 

Att to-fowled is my &ire frnyte, 
imnt pat neiitfr dyd treget ne truyte 

Wtt& )ieays )iat loue lyot Tnrijte ; 
Why Bchal my sone be nayled 1 

IV. 

^ pe grete |>evyB gslowes were greyd, 
pot enwe to robbe roonen ryfe; 
Why Bcbol my sone ^-on be leydel 
HWdM He noyjed aeaer man ne wyfe. 

mOj A drynk of deejt so}>ely seyde, 

•tibj Cros, ]«n jenyst' )« lord of lyfe : 

s. )mV. Hys Teynes breke -with )>i breyde, 

Uy froyte Btont m stroke and stryfe : 
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52^The tuxe tnyte of my flessche. 
My leue childe wttA-oute lak, 
For Adam goddis biddyng br&k; 
pe blood ran on ay biiddes bak, 

66 Tttoppyage as dewe on lyaacbe. 

IT. 

% The lugement haae t>ei loaned 
To ber« fooles fiiH of Bjnne : 
3it scholde my aone fro |>ee be eoyned, 
60 And neuA- hya blood on ]« rynne ; 
But now is tnijre yfiiA tresoun twjned, 

Wtt& a t«ef to faenge fer in fennej 
WttA fele nayles hys feet be pyned, 
64 A careful modir men may me keune, 
% In balys I am bounde ; 

pe brid )fat was of a mayde borne, 
On ]jis tree is £dl for-tome; 
68 A broche Jforow bys breest was borne, 
Hys hert now haj" a wounde. 



For Adam'g 
Mrdrttttck. 



% Tre, ))on art loked hy lawe 

pat a })eefe and a traytowr on |>e echal deye, 
72 Now is tru)ie wtt& tresonn drawe, 

Vertn is falle by vieys weye; 
Lore and tm))e and BO|>e&st sawe. 

On a tre traytours do teye, 
76 Now is -rertae ■with vycea alawe: 

Of sB vertues cryst is key«, 
If Vertue ia swettw )>an spyces, 

In foote and honde he bere)) blody prykhe, 
80 pe heed is fiifi of JTomes )iikke, 

pe goode hange)) among ^ wikke, 
Vertue fus deief wi^ vyoes. 
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VI. 

S^^iJJ;? ^ ^°^' ™tjTide (>on Bchalt be kyd, 

■'«™*"i My Bonya rtepmodir I )« oalle : 84 

Uy bridde waa borne wttA beeste on bedde, 

And by my Fleissche my £rayt gaa b]l[e], 
And with my breeatya my brid I fedde ; 

Gros, )wn jyuest hym eys^ and galle! 88 

My white roae rede is spred, , 
pot floryeeclied wae in foddera italle j 
TtatumiM % Feet and fitire bandes 

anMdmw pat now be croyBed I kisaed hem ofte, 92 

I lolled hem and leyde hem eofto : 
And ^n Croa haldea hym bi;e alofte 
Boonde In blody bandes 1 

vn. 

Iiiaiii7».] % My lore I lulled vppe in hys leir, 96 

WitA cradel-bande I gan hytn bynde, 
Oroe, he stikey vppon )ii steir, 
Mkkad k* Naked in )« wylde wynde : 

Suirhi. Fcnrlee formen her nest in )ie eyr, 100 . 

Foxes in den rest )«! fynde. 
Bat goddyB eone and henenys eir, 
Hys hede hoIde)> on )>omefl tynde, 
^ Of moomyng I may mynne : 104 

BtkithM My BonyB bed ha)> reste none, 

ge™ip<<"* Bat lenet> on )>e scbnldre bone ; 

pe ^omes ]iorow {ib panne is gone . 
Thys woo I wyte eyune; X08 

vm. 

Bo bieji, (I ^ Cn», to ale hym is >i Blei|)e, 

boMnt him. My blody brid J«n bereat fro blysse ; 

uabiifM. Crofl, >ou boldest hym hije on hei)>e^ 

Hys faire feet I may not kyase ; 112 
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My moa)>e I putte, my swere I Btrecche 

Hys feet to kys^ ; 
pe Iew« fro )« cros me kecche, 
116 And on me make her mowe amys, 
% Her game and her gawdea ; 

pe lewes wroi^t on me wo : 
CroB, I fynde ^ou art my fo, 
120 Mj brid )ioi] berist beten bio ; 
Among ^ folys frawdys." 

IX. 

ly Gristys Croe Jian y&t anewere: — 
" Lady, to )ie I owe honour, 
124 pi bryjt palme now I ber« ; 

My achynyng schewe)> of yi flour, 
Thy trye fruyt I to-tere ; 

pi &ayt me floryBSchi|> in blood colour 
128 pe worlde to wynne ae ))0U mayst here; 
pia bloesom blomed in )>i hour, 
IT Not B& for f« alone. 

But forto Wynne aB )>iB werd; 
132 pat valteret* Tndir ))e deneles awerd : 

porowe foote and honde god lete hym gerd, 
To amende mannya mone. 



Adam, dyd fiill grete barmeB, 

He bote a &ayt vnder a bowe, 
peHbre )« fruit spred hys armes, 

On tte ))at is tijed witA tyndes towe ; 
Hys body is smyte ny |>e trarmes, 

He swelt "with a swemely swow ; 
HyB breeat is bored with dee)>iB armes. 

And witA hys dee)> fro dee]) va drowe 
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Dahlia.] % And b& bys goode freendjB, 

Ab Isayu epak in propheoya : 
He aejdo '\A lone, ee^t Marye, 
diBihiin H;b deJM slowe de)>e in CaluAiyc^ 

cumj. And leueji wttA-onte endja'. 

XII. 

IT Lady, lore do^ }ie ol^gfl 

Fruite prikkyd wttA eperys orde : 
I CroB, WttA-onte knynet ^jge, 
lauibiiiMt I kerne froit best of borde; 

Afi is rede, Bibbe and ri^e, 

pe bak blede)> ^ena }>e borde; 
I am a pyler and bera a bri^;e, 

Qod ia ^ veye, witnesse one worde; 
% God Bei)> he is eojwfast weye : 
icmj toik Many folk elode to hrfj slider, 

«*M* To heuene nomau cowde )>ider, 

*^"' TO god deijed and taujt whider 

Men drawe whan ^ deye : 

xin. 

c^ita ^ And Moyaea fourmed hyn figow, 

g^bfa|^ A whyte lambe, and noon o)>«' beest 

He sacred bo oure sanyour, 

To be mete of myites meeat. 
And cbosen cheef in honour, 

I bare fleissohe to folkya fiecst; 
letu cryst OTire creatour, 
Eys FlesBohe fede]) leate and mest, 
IT Bosted ajens ]>e Bonne ; 

On me hty ^ lambe of love, 
^Mua ud ^ ^"^ platar, bys body abor^ 

^.^""^ Whan fieesche and veynea t& to-dore, 

WftA blood I was bironne. 
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XIV. 
IT 3it Moyses fis resoun rad, 

'Ete joure lambe with boum vw^coua'; 
176 Sowr« aaws make ]>e aowle glad, 
Sorowe for synues oures; 
pat Yw^eoos maket> ^e fende a-drad, 
And fer fle^ fro goddu spous ; 
ISO And bere a ataaf and etonde aadde. 

Whan fleBBche \fi fediji in goddis hows, 
^ pis staf IB cryBtis oroucbe; 

Stonde )>ou atji bj )aB stake, 
184 Whan je fonge jowre fleieecbe in take, 
pan may |>e deuyU no mayetryeH make, 
3onr« Bowles to toucbe. 

XV. 
^ Whan pordonn u Bcbewed wttA a sciyne, 
188 WttA boke on bord witA nayles smyte, 
With rede lettna wryten blyne, 

Blewe and blak among me pyte : 
My lorde I likne to |>at Bigne, 
192 pe body was bored and on horde bete, 
In hnjt blode cure boke gan schyne; 
How woo be wob no wijt may wyt^ 
T Ne rede in hya rode ; 
196 Jonre ponloun boke fro top to too, 
Wryten it was foH wonder woo, 
Bede wonndea and strokes bloo, 
3oiire boke was bounde in blode. 

XXIII. 
200 IT In holy write >is tale I herd^ 
How ricbe jifds god vb }af; 
Qod Bei{i hym-eelf a good sch^Mrde, 
And euery herde byhoae)i a itaf ; 
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SHiSHS"* ^ '^^ ^ *""* ^ teerdys jerde, 

** penntA (i6 deuyl a dent he ja^ 

WitA ]iat }erd )>e wolfe he werid, 
With dj^tea drofe hym (dl to draf." 
H pe Cros )iui tale tolde, 

How he was )« itaf in herdis bande, 
■ Hs.iwwMb. Whui acbeep borsten onte of bande*, 

udiimib* p« wolfe he wered oute of lande 

cbiWafou. pat denonride ciyatia folde. 

xvm. 

[iCuQa. ^ OuM ladye s^de, "Orai, of |)i werk 

Wonder najt ^ei I be wro])e, 
poB seyde Poule, crjates clerk, 

To ye fik^ lewea, wttA-onte o)«, 
lewea stone hard, with synnea merke, 
Tb* Jm dia pei bete a lambe wttA-oute lofie, 

^™" SofUr Jian watw Tnd«r aerk, 

Milk or mede melled bo)>e: 
SJ2^£l!£f % pe lewes were ^ hard atonya. 

SfjSi.*** Softw )«n water or mylk lyconr, 

Or dew )>at lithe on lily-flour 
Waa criates body in blode colour, 
pe lewea brisseden hya bonys. 

XX. 

IT Sijie mannya aone was so nedy. 
To be lad as a lamb so myld^ 

wjj™ Why wew gybjurs so gredy 
;j*^^ To fowle BO my fcire chyldel 

"Tomik* And Crofl, why ware )««i so redy 
■*n«^^ My frnite to fonle fer in felde)" 

Badscnu. pe CTDB B^de, "to ouJce )>e deu^ dredy, 
nuuAihiiu! Ood schope me scbelde schame to acbelde, 
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H Silw lombe of love dyede, p-zu*.] 

And on me ^elde hys gooet with voys i 
236 Men chose me a relyk choys, Jj^,*™'^ 

pe aigne of lem Cryatis Oroya, »w^" 

per dar no denyl abyede ; 

XXI. 

IT Uany folk, I defende firo her fooa": 
240 Oist«8 cros {lU sawe he seyde: — 
"Heuene gate was kei^ cIob 
Til lambe of love now he deyede, Thiimbof 

lors opsDWl 

It IB write in tiit and glos : ^' «»'• "' 

244 For Oistis deel> prophetes preyde! 
TiU lambe of love deyed and rooa 
In bett pyne many folk was teyde : 
IT In )« hour« of hijest noone, 
248 pe lamhe of love seide hia ^v^t — 

'Afl is fnfifilled fat wdl was wroujt, Sn*^' 

Man ia oute of bondys hroi^t nndid 

And heuene dorya vndone': doon. 

XXXIIL 

252 f And I Was Croe and kepte Jurt jifto «S5 w* 

pat )eue was of fadr«B graunt, ^J" •'°*'' 

I was loked I schulde vp-Iifte 

Qoddia sone and Maydenes faunt\ 'MS./iftK. 

256 Koman had schelde of acrifte; 

pe denyll atode as lyoun rawnpaunt, 
Many folk he keighte to h^ clift^ 

TiH |ie dyntes of ]» croa gan hym adannte ; 2^^'* 

260irMy dede is founde and boked, S^S!*"*^ 

AH (te werke {«rt I haue wronjte 

It was in )>e fadres for^wn^te, 

Louely lady, lak me noujte, 
264 I dyd as I was loked. 
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XXXIV, 

IT In inter and blood cristenyiig vas wroujt, 
Holy writ witncflu]) it wdi, 
And in )« w^ of wor)n {lonjt, 
^^^bhMd Man is cristened to Boule tele; 

^JlJ™f» pe blood )iat ^ >e world ha}> bonjt, 

A digne cristenyng he gan me dele; 
CiTBt in oristenynge format me noujt, 
SjIu] frenchfi blood wban I gan fele : 
If Hayde modir and wyue I 
mibiood Ciyitis blood jaf me bapteme, 

wttfaitand Bystreke I was wttA rede atreme, 

[i«iu9M Wban letn bled vpon a beme. 

Of ciprMse and Olyne. 

XXXV. 

IT Teta seyde to Nichodemut 
Amuiinut But a bam be twies bom, 

DtNini twin 

"JSi'""" Whan domesday scbal blowe his bemye, 

*™>"*M. He Bcholde lye as man lom, 

First bore of wombe whew rew^ remys^ 

Si)> wttA font synne is scbom : 
And I was cxtm to mamtys quemy^ 
•oatnataa I baar )>e frnyt |n>ii ben afoin, 

twim.iijibn If For ja boyng alone; 

But I had bom hym ettO) 
Fro riche rest man had be refle 
And in a lore I<^;ge lefte, 
Ay to gmcche and grone. 

XXXVI. 

onkuavntai ^ Don wBTB crowned henene qneen, 

tli;6oil,tlioa ' ^ 

vuiorowMd For fe birjfen l>at I>ou bere, 

•>«•"»■ pi garlond is of gracious greene, 

Of h(A Emptfrease atui beaene Empere: 
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I am ]>e relyk ]xit Bchynet* scfaene, 
Men wolde wyte wliers I were, 

At )>e pleyn parlemeut I adial been, ' 
At domesdsj preatly to pen ; 

Wban god schal 8670 rijt yen, 
'Trewly on {lee rode tre, 
Man, I dyed for loue of {«; 
Man, what hast ))oa do for me 

To be my frendly fereV 






Kntbatfwtalt 



XXXVH 

304 f At parlement I wil put pleynyng, 

Sow maydenes eone on me gan stenie, 
Sper« and Bponnge and hard naylyng, 
pe hard hede |>e helme gan kerne: 

308 And I schal crye rijtfiil kyng. 
Ilk man hane as [« Berae, 
P* rijt Bchnl ryse to ryche reynynge, 
Trayt and treget to helle schal terre: 

SlSVMayde meke and myldel 

God took in \fi hyH fleaech trewe, 

I bare ))i fruyt lele and newej 

It is ri^ ))e rode to Ene helpe schewe 

316 Man, woman, and chylde". 

xxxvin. 

IT pe queen ^s acorded wtt& t>e Cros, 
Ajens hym spak nomore speche; 
pe lady jaf ]>e cros a cosse, 
320 pe lady of love longe loue gan sech^ 
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Maiyanilifa* % pe queen and ))e crOB acord : 

J^JJ^" pe qoeen bara first, fe croa afUnrard, 

t"^^ To fecche folk fro hdhwd, 

On holy steyres to atjje vpward 
And reigne witA oure lord. 



XXXIX. 

Aal«k>nd» H A cleik fotMTned )(iB figow 

Kirri Of Maries eorwe to seije Bumme, 

As he had see in acharp Bchour, 332 

How crifites annes were rent and rune ; 
BntthvCrak pfl CTOS 18 a colde creatour 

■nddmnb.. And euer jit waa deef and dum, 

pis tale florisBched wtt& a fure flour, 836 

Thii •lot; It piB poynt I proue apocrifum ; 

tpoemiM. ^ Witnesse wag nener foanden 

Pot enere cryBtiB ctob spak, 

tfe onr« lady leyde hym no lak, BiO 

But forto diyue ]« denytt a-bak. 
Men speke of Cristes wonnden. 

IT A cl6rk founaed (lis fantaeye, 

On cnatee steruyng atok to stere; 344 

pat bara )>e body all blody, 

Whan de)>ee dent gan hym dera, 
j^^ ,*** pifl Apocrifum is no foly : 

*'*''*•'**''■ In Bwieh a Uy dar be nait dera 348 

ItDUflUlp ' ' 

mutoH^ pat do)>e man to seke merej, 

Wikked werkes awey to wera, 
IT In tiaie fol wdi is write ; 
*'•*•* A lombe' ha|> larged aU )>iB glose, 362 

Plenti speche ]>er-In to prose, 
pe connaeiH of ))e croa to vncloae 
Of Maryes woo to wite. 



tizedoy Google 



XL. 
356 IT In fieeahly wede OodcioUua 

God gan hym hede, moreagub. 

Of mylde may 0f»viiBtaii» 

Was bom to blede, 
360 Ab oristee crede 
Sojwly to say; 
On Btokky etede 

He roode, men rede, SSS^'""* 

364 In rede aray. ^^' 

Fro deuelia drede 
pat duk vs lede 
At domeaday, 
368 IT Whan pqtil achal parte and paaee (leftfiMfc.i 

To holy heuene and bett be wode. ihrough 

Now CnBtea eroBae and crystea blode "* chrui'i 

And Maries praier mylde and goode "^JhS" 

372 OrauQte vb |>e lyfe of grace. Amen. o(gra«. 
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FESTIVALS OF THE CHURCH. 



^ Deo nostro ioewnda ail loMdaeio. 

H loyeful prfflayng to god ohm lord 
pe uwter book bere)) record. 



J*j^iMta» rphe lord ]nt b a howsholder, 

otoftThta"^ ^*^ ^"^ '^^*'^ ^"'^ "'^ '^'' 

"**■ Jint'^ hem wedys hym self do]>e were, 

On bolstre bed her balys bat ; 
Tunge gyuet> talke and Btere 

To preysen hym mea taken gat; 
it'inoKwtD Oure lord to preise is no ler, 

Sflrt. ™" pe aame help man he byhat, 

WitA hym on bedde, man, )Km sat 
^ On {le bolstre of heuene blisse. 
HaiMdMh WitA hys fleiashe he fedi)> \P, |mu wOflt wel )>is, 

<i«ii. pi sovle Bchal be clad as hys 

In lyfe \at neuermore lat. 

II. 
% Malachie wituesse ha|) gunne 
In hys rewle, as it is rad ; 
jgniiitiia He seib ba^eod is soobfeet sunne, 

Bc^- And in ]>at aame ]>\ sowle is clad ; 

^IJJJ^ IT pi lordes wede Jian hast jxju wonne 

J^ta^^ Ani witA hys fleisshe f.i goost is fed; 

ft?bS^r^ He let atame hys pyement tuitne 
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To make his gode gestis glad, 
24 % WttA a spere of grouaden gad ; 
pan was foimde a f^ fawset, 
In )« trie tunne it was sette, 
In mates hert was pijt and pette, 
28 Hya brest was al be-blad. 

in. 

H I haue ioye forto gest 

Of t« Umbe of love witA-oute o)« ; 
Hys flesache is onre Uare feest, 
32 And curteisly he jeuef va cIo)ie. 

IV. 
^ Viij feestis oure lord gan dresae, 
And t^ be newe eyierj 3 ere. 
Heiiene quene and b^ Emperesse, 
36 A blisful bloaum ^i boaum here ! 
H Hia fleiaafi fedi}> more and lease, 

And fendiji ts from feendia fere ; 
pe kim^ aprang at Criatemaaae 
40 pat now Is criat in a cake clere, 
U pe preeat drynkejj bleaayd bere, 
Ooddis blood in aacrament. 
Almyjty god omnipotent, 
44 Hya blessyd body haji sent 
* To fede hys freendys here. 



Cristem^»e first is founde, 

Whan god was borne wt'tA beeat in bynne. 
At newe jere cryst JioleJ wonude 

And schadde hya blood for mannu^' aynue. 
Pe Epiphanye ia gret on grounde. 

On eatre day wel)>es we wynne. 
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On holy finrsday god sti^e |>at atounde. 
On witsoneday god gun mynne 
To ]>eiike od miamja kynne, 

He sent man }>e holy goost. 

pe Trinity feest ba|) myjtcs mooat. 

In Corpus ehritti wel })on wooet, 
Is ioyned our? loye witA gynne. 

YI. 
At CristemasBO mayde Mary, 

porowe helpe of {« holy goostis heste, 
pi brid was bom and lay ^ by, 

Aboute bofie bynne and beeste. 
pe Anngela maden melody 

For ioye of crfstis feeete ; 
A clere note |>ei sang in ))e sky. 

Whan kyngta Hone bar« fleisBhly create 

Schep«rde8 meest and leest, 
"Ioye to god ftiB of love," 
Herden fa Aongela ^nge above, 
"Pes to man, ^ denj^ ia drove 

Fro goddis trone in t« eest." 






VII. 
pan myjt ^ mylde may eynge 

Ysaye jw woord of })ee ; 
poa Beydest a jerd achulde spiynge 

Oute of Jie rote of lentiH lease, 
And Hchulde floore wttA florisscliyiig, 

With primeroses greet plenty ; 
In-to )« croppe schulde come a kyng, 

Pot is a lord of power aud pyt^ 

My Bwete sone I see. 
1 am }e }erde, )>ou art )>e flour, 
My brid ia borne by beest in bonre, 
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iSy primerose m; paramour, 
WttA love I lulle J>ee. 

VIII. 
Jil myjt ))e mylde may among 

Her cradel trille to and fro, 
And sjug, Osye, |>i song ! — 

" De^ my det« Bclial ]>ee bIo." 
pe de)>e of he& ia fuH atrong. 

Where spirites bren in biases bio ; 
pe fleBBhe schal dye JMt my sone gan fong 

And sle )>at de)>e for euermo ; 

To belle my child echal go. 
Am Osye bigan to speke, 
pou Bchalt mna^ helle cheke 
And heH bam ]>i hand schal breke, 

And fette frendes fro wo. 

IX. 
Balaam tolde hys trewe entente. 

Of BoofifastneBse he schewed a aigne — 
Of lacob echulde a token be gleut^ 

A slerre )>at scbulde ecliewe and achyne. 



Moysea fibfi wdl be spak 

Of )ie lambe |>at sprang of mayden dene, 
A white lambe, wttA seun blak 

Spotty myjt he neuere bene; 
He lyued wrtA-oute lak, 

TiU a spertf hys lone gan spene, 
Wban lambea blood on breeete and bak. 

No boon was broke witA lewes kene; 

pe lambe schyned fuB echene. 
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would Uu 
lAtnb erf love 



pat Maiy lulled in louel^ plac«, 
Ab Bche was ful full of grace, 
To loke in )ie lambes face, 
pat sijt god lene vs aene. 

XI. 

Seint lohoD wroot wij" penne, 
3if )>ou lyneat in charyt^, 
pe lombe of loue lyuej) witA (le, 
And in god )>i goost echal be, 

In wel{« heneoe to wynne. 

XII. 
Make cristys cradcii of ))i herte. 

In bonde of love bjmde hym Gut, 
On a poure begger pat a scberte, 

And wollen wedys )iat warm will last, 
To poure in p»Tsoiin |K)a achalt Bterte, 

And }eue |>e wrecches of |)e good poa but. 

pis Bcyle sette on )ii mast 
And Beyle in-to ]« blisse of heuene ; 
At domesday god schal futt eaene 
Monewe |>e dedia of mersy seuene 

To kaytyfes )>at be cast. 

xni. 

Bokke )ii cradett Iu;e and lowe, 

Mirt« and Mischeef haue in mynde, 
In heuene is ioyned ioye Ihow, 

In hen fyra and filjie )mu achalt fynde ; 
Whaaahe pi BOwle white as snowe, 

And in put bed )>Is bant schal pe bynde ; 
In a cote, wttA-oute slow, 

Oura lady lolled )>i leve freude. 

Man haue ]>iB in mynde, 
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140 Bokke ti cradett aboue be Btje, ^^.^^ 

peuk on |>e Madenys melodye, umkr. 

penk on helle stynkyng atye, TWnkrf 

Whew gooatis bren in bynde. taii-i Kbiiiiij 

XTV. 
144irin vitas patrum, a &der booke, 
Bwiche a tale ^ ia tolde ; 
A einfijH -wommaa criat foraooke, '"''''* 'i*ti 

Putte in dispeir with deuelys bolde, rwth.wbmiii 

148 Sche WB8 bent on hard hoke, [teafiaat.] 

For bete of feit- kepte acbe colde, S^USI" 

TOl a wyae preeat wiOt hyr woke 
And Beyde, "for Jie lesu was Bolde." 

XV. 
152^ Take eusanmple of a childo in towne, 'i?''thJM"b' 

WitA myahap bia croune is craked, w« rai™"°* 

WttA brode lippya he berejj boune, r^tiK™ "* 

pea- is wepyng and deel awaked. 
156irpe Norye wttA Jw childe do)ie ronne,- JSuS^ 

A rede Appil ache haj. hym taked, SKS'iIta* 

And he for»ake)> hya aobbyng aoune, l^Sb*" 

And mochel myr]>e ^ere is maked, 
160ir Now sette {.i will styf atakede ^""/imI" 

In fhiyte awettor Jian any mayde, l^ihit*^ 

pow }»i aynno haue hym aSrayede, "'*'*■ 

3yue bym fi beit and he is apayede 
164 pat pere hys pees ha]> makede. 

X.V1. 
It Was atner cbilde so sone stille 



With pere ne witA appil swete, 
As Maydens sone fat dyed on hifi 



S^riA, 



^Ldall 



And for Jii loue blood gan swete; caimy. 
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ODp'udjna 
fSnttm 



Jif hym )ii herte, wttA good wiH, 

He will nejwr grucche ne grete ; 
Hys gooBt he jelde wttA Bchrikea Bchiylle, 

80 lo)>e he was )>i love to lete. 

Onre lady her hede sche Bchette in a Bch< 
And }it lay stitt doted and daaed, 
As B womman mapped and mased. 
Fro rqtfull resoun robbed and rased, 

Tlfl fele teree goo flete. 



as"* 



xvn. 

pe boke sei^ god aeke)) lyte 

Witft l>ee to make a loreday; 
pi hert ffeye|> not half a myte 

A^yn \ie lyf ]x(t lastiji ay. 
3if hym )>at, he vifi not flyte, 

But flemon all ])i fooa away; 
He wil |>e make chartre and skryte 

In beuen h^ to holde )>i vay. 

Vppon a blody bay 
A ehartre of peeB god made to a f^f. 
To aake mercy he waa leef; 
God bad hym go wttA-oute gree^ 

Into poradya forto play. 



xvni. 

IT Thys feest at freeste 
Oodlyche gladed geste, 
Mayden cryat keste, 
And rokked hym ri3t.in her reste. 

XIX. 
IT At newejere J>e flour fill freeeche. 
In holy writte I vndiratode 
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Was corve in hys tendre flesache, 

For mannys loue he bledde hjs blode. 
^ pe blood droppyd u dew on lysHche 
200 Fro [« mylde membre of ^ab awete fode ; 
Sjnae iras harde, bys blood was nesache, 
To defende folk ho feendya wode. 
T The lewes aboute jode 
204 The olde lave to fulfille; 

pe childe auffiide and lay atille 
To b^^ TS aS, and )>at was skille, 
Whyle )« olde lawe stode. 

XX. 
208^ pat day his fint blood ho bledde, 
pot ;af man gri)>e grace to haue, 
Vfith a Bcharp flynt bye blood naa Bchedde ; 
pot kyng was corre as a knaue, 
212 pe briddes lymee were brode spradde. 
IT On Bchort membre fe child was schaue. 
In lowenes was |>at brid lad to haue 
To kepe men fro belle cave, 
216 Mannys sowle to saTC. 
IT Lownesse lay bynefe (w sterres, 

To bye bys chafiare |ie child payed eiT<s, 
Dropes rede as ripe cherreeB, 
220 pot fro hia flesshe gan lave. 

XXI. 
IT Ood cam not to fordo |>e lawe, 
1} law«s fulfifi he wolde ; 
Qoddis soue was leydo fill lawe, 
224 Whan he was maydenya childe on molde. 
If Holy writte fleif fia sawe, 

For mannys goost he jaf no golde ; 



tizedoy Google 



AFPBHDDC. 



pcMMd bjrall. 



Tin blood 

tlwdliT 

CbillttaiM 



Hyi dere blood wm oute-drave 
To heipe th to hys heuenee holde. 
pe childe la; flat Tnfolde, 

pe riche prince was fwre aprised, 

He BuS&ed to be ciraumciBed ; 

Eomy man ^t is wejt avised 
pis feest preyae be Bcholde. 

xxn. 

Festyng va fedde, 

pe bloode ri}t fat a brid bledde, 

Lordfs and Udde 

pTVf ee|> )>e lord pat tb ladde ! 



tMMd ChrW 



Kurt 

hoiuued 

dwlMIllllld. 

boD^, nu 
down tbB 
ftiilil'i f limii. 

Athnefold 



xxm. 

Tbe Epipbanye I preyse in preea, 
Wbaa Jie kyngu clenly come, 

pei made ber bora rennen in reea, 
To etonde stille {>ei had no tome. 

WitA dromedaryes Jiei drone fro de€«, 
Many a hundred myle &o home, 

To secbe a childe ^t choialy chees 
In maydenes blode to bIom& 
Swych a rose rooa neuM« in Bome, 

As jjan waB clad in flessbU clobe ; 

Qoddia Bone a mayden soke, 

Milk ran by ]>e cbildyB choke, 
Swett«r )>an bony on goma 

XXIV. 
Gold and myrre and frank ensens, 

pei broujt to )ie bom brid. 
Of ricbe gold one jaf bym pens, 

For richest kyng be scbolde be kyd, 
per cleikis aynge her Bcquena. 

Frank enaens ]>er is Bone hid. 
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A;ens p6 fende it ia defena, 

And dryue]) hym vnder daungtfr 1yd. 
IT And afW it betyd 
260 pat god was grettest preest, 

pan was frank ensenB hym neat, 

And bitt«r mirre bote ia breat, 

To de}>e lewes him cbyd. 

XXV. 
26411 At (« feeet of Architriclyn 

pe lord )>at boujt va onte of bonde, 
Tamed water in-to wyn, 
porowe bleaayng of h^ holy honde ; 
268 I hope |>at bleaayng achal he myu, 
Whan I lete lyfe in londe ; 
And gode man it achal be |>ine, 
To folwe god fast jif ]>ou fonde. 
2721 In writ I ■mdirstonde, 
Foure feestia faire and fre, 
Epiphanye be set on ye. 
Epiphanye bleeayd fou be, 
276 pon bep«8t man tro achonde! 

XXVI. 
% Of fyue lovea of barley greyn, 
And y fyascbea in rwle ia rad, 
God made a feest fair* and pleyn. 
280 V Mt folk |w-witA he fad, 
Wt'tA V lovya and fyaahes tweyn, 

Greet cnmpany J>w-witA was glad; 
pes woordya myjt })ou Bol>eIy seyn, 
284 pe lord of plenty |>e pepil &d ; 
% Ricbe relef )>ei bad, 

Xij baskettts full of broke mete ; 
To preyse god we are depe in dete. 
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fiSETodd.*" '^** preyBe bym no maa forjete 

yfith Bpechea gotle and glad. 

XXVII. 
IT Fours feBtji in one be set, 
B; diurrs dayes it f^; 
But at )re feeet of meBore met, 
Wyn of wat«r god wroujt weH, 
tiMfWk] Neu«r festour fedde b«tt«-. 

KH^' • V M' folk ))ai) crist gan fede, 

Mtamnt. To flum lordan )>e kyng gan fle, 

fl^t^ And lolum ba|>ed hym in ]iat stede. 

o^mite ^ lohan weisscli hia &ir<s fell 

And ciyeteued criat in veier colde, 
Whan criBt was ssx wynter olde ; 
Tb.ua iiy feestu to-gedir folds. 
To Btroy« ^ fende so fdL 

XXVIII. 
^"•^ f Estren is oure fill fode, 

potet food. Whan cristis flessbe fi-eeudys schal fede ; 

SdZiS' Afl festia am fiiH gode, 

But ])at is doujtiest at nede ; 
We ete fe duke )iot died on rode, 
pot aB deueles in belle drede; 
S^orVi^ Forsake joure synnes wreccbra wode, 

thi'mst^ Or mete of mercy jif 30U no mede. 

""''■ IT God his blood gan scbede, 

Bis ricbe ribbee weren rent idl rede, 
kin tern? For nuumya love he ))oled dede; 

dMkiT tti Now ia bys body in forme of brede, 

fMt, To stroye |>e prince of pride. 

XXIX. 
n«Ui«tutta ^ pe kyng baj> sent fours somouns, 

iM M iM.^m, Est mtd west in eu<ry ende, 
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For clerfeia wiih clera coroanes, tt»»uto«», 

pe mete of nMTcy haue in mynde ; ST^'SmI! 

320 pe god^Deres witA benjsounfl, b^^I^ 

To fest )»ei bid eaery ti^ende, "■ 

Ah we& beggers aB baroums ; 

To goddis borde (lei bid hem bende 
324ir IbestiB bolt vp hie ende, 

To defends tb with a fowle (egle) in flyjt, 
A der« oxe luk ba|>e di;t 
Mark a lyonn f^ in lijt, 
328 Mathew a man ful kende. 

XSX. 

IT pt Egle ie frikest fovle in Bye, Ti»Mg)aii 

'^ " ■' ' )'lR«rt of all 

Ou«" all lowleB to wawe bys wenge ; wrdi. 

In ^ia enaaumple loban say eslye, ?i^«.i* 

332 As he alombrid in slepynge, ^iZ^. 

In goddis godhed be aay fnH hyje, 

pe heyjtes of bys hyje kynge. 

W»tA-oute any 



[^Tht rat is lacking^] 
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II. 

HOB^ DE CRUCE*. 

: Hie xnoipivnt tnatu^/nt do patsione domi'tti nottri iheiu 
criiti antiphona. 
Fatria sapiencia oeritas diuina deus [^.] 
VerBwulu*. Adoramus te criste [i&c.] 

DOmiae ihesu criste filii dei nini pone paflBionou 
cruoem et mortem tnam [&o.] Amen. 

wete Umto CTTst goddb sone of lyii& 

pin *paBBion |)in croys fin ded ))m wondes five. 
Beelde na hoore ainfiil aoules and yia iogement. 
Noa and in tyme of ded ^ we ne be y-Bchent. 
[D]eyne to jeue mybJt an[d] grace to hem J«t moten 

lytten. 
And to dare Teste bere sinnes ^u for jyne. 
Uo boli diirche and *k7ndom loue and pes )«u sende. 
And to Ts wreche sinful, lif wytKiuten ende. 
pat lenest kjug god and man wyt-ontin endii^«. 
Fader and sone and holy gost to ])Ulke bl[is]Be ua 



Ad primam horam. [Ac] 
HOra prima dominmn diicnnt ad pilatnm. [^.] Ado- 
nunuB te. Domine ibesu criste. 
; At prime ihe^uj was y-lad pilatus b7*fore. 
, Many false wltnesse on bym were i bore. 

• OnlT tbt EngtUh puti u* ben givn, with the btgbiDlngi of Uu LUin pi^ 



t,i.a,Google 



Hiis schlnee were y beten hiiB honden weren y bonden. J^jJJJ' 
Hiis face hy gonne on epete lyt of heuene )>ey fonde. "poniiUn. 

Ad terdam horam. amen 

[A leal is wanting here.] 
Cmcifige clamitant bora tercianim [Ac.] Adoramus [te]. f^^^, 

Domine ibesu criete. 
At boudren day on wde Jw giwes gonne grede, hi™ihK'^ 

16 In Bcbom be was i.-wonden in pnrpil palle wede. taa'pui^ 

On bis Bcbulder be bar )« croia to fe piningg« B»™8ni. 

Sicut ocnli ancille in manibus domine Bne [&c.] [foi- fl7.i 

Hora eexta ibesus est cmoe couclanatuB r&c.l Adoramus [(oi. 7o».] 

PoL71.] 

[te]. Domine ibeau criate filij. 
At midday waa ihesus cnat y-uailed to )« rode, hi'™iuS4 

Bitwixe tweye |>eue3 be hongid for boure gode. *° "" ^'"^ 

20 For fUMTst of stronge pine y-futd be was wy[)i] galle. ^^ '' ^^ 
Ye holi looird bo god y-wrout }>er buijt boure sianeB 

alle. 
DEus in adiutorinm [Ac.] 

Hora nona dominus ibesns expirauit [&ix} Adoramus. poi.'TSt.i 
Domine ibesu criete filij, [m. J7.} 

At none boure louerd erist of Jiyaae lif be wende. ate^™" "" 

He gradde bely )>e boll gost to bis fader be sende. 
24 A knyt wit a keue spere I«rlede bis syde. 

pe herye qwtkede J« aomne bi-com swart jiat erer 

* scbon wel wide. Deua in adiutorium [Ac.]. [ft*. 77*.] 

De cruce depouitur bora uespertina fortitudo [&c.] Coi-Si.] 
Adoramus t«, Domine ibesu criste filij. 

At euensong he waa i-nome a douM Jiat dere us hadde AtsTeMong 
iboujt. "*»" fn™ 

His mytte bys bis streg)^ lotede in beije boli )iont. [loi. sab.] 

28 Swecb de)» be under feng bele of alle wo. 

Alfls J>e croune of worschepe to lowe by leide Jio. 
COnuerte dob dens salutaris noeter. [<fbc.] 
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224 APFBimix. 

[foi. 8SA.] HOra completorii. datiir sepulture corpna [^.] Ado 
[bo. 90.] ramns [te]. Damine ihcm criste. 

ij'JjtfSa -^^ **" y"J^* ** beryyng nte last* tyde. 
■"^^ Crigtes body noble tope of liue to byde. 

In oynt be tu wyt aromat holi Trit to fiille. 

Jorufiil meynde of bis de]> bee in myne wille. Amen. 

[Then follows] 
C(u.u.] DOmine ne in forore tuo [kc.]. 
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GLOSSAEIAL INDEX. 



Abaist, abaahed, page 86, line 36. 
Abast, in bastardy, 50, 396. 
Abide, to wait for, expect 20, 39. 
Abowe, Abouwe, Abuye, to bow 

to, 62, 53, 428. 
Ac, bat, 48, 3 J 3. 
Acorde, to agree, 79, 631. 
AdauDte, to daunt, 205, 359. 
Adoure, to adore, 163. 
Adrad, Adred, afraid, 109, 40; 

137, 178. 
Ady^t^ treated, 151, 40. 
A^med, defamed, 131, 30. 
Aferd, afraid, 156. 
Affy, to tniBt, 127, 194. 
Afonge, to receive, 23, 44. 
Afom, before, 150, i3. 
Agaste, terrified, 46, 380. 
Agbt, eight, 67, 190. 
Ai|)er,A(w,each, 83,757; 84,793. 
Akne, on knees, 32, 163. 
Albidene,inorder,8iicceBBiTel7,7I, 

3". 
Aid, old, 93, 317. 
Alegge, allege, 136, 148. 
Alese, to deliver, 180, 77. 
Alkia, Alkiue, of all kinds, 63, 

60; 119, 418. 
Allane, alone, 66, iQi. 
Aloude, on land, 64, 456. 
AIoDge, to long for, 23, 59. 
Alonte, toboworbend to, 34, soo. 
Almeat, almoBt, 30, 149. 
Aire, of all, 40, 373. 
Ala, OS, 72, 380. 
Alweldand, all'ruling, 70, 309. 
Amerueylled, astoniahed, 160. 
Amount!, Amounty, to amount, 

38, 39, 140. 



Ampulla, bottle, 166. 

Amydde, amidet, 24, 71. 

An, Ane, one, 26, 97 ; 79, 617 ; 

118, 353- 
Anerjie, on earth, 24, 73. 
Anes, once, 71, 339. 
Anger, affliction, 64, 100. 
Augerd, troubled, 124, 84, 
Anhange, to hang up or upon, 

pret. Anheng, p.p. Anhonge, 

Anhongen, 42, 304. 
Anhansed, raised, uplifted, 48, 364. 
An hei. An heih, on high, 24, 25, 

78. 
Anoueward, Anonwarde, upward, 

24, 25, 83 ; above, 50, 51, 387. 
Anaquore, answer. 111, 109. 
Anuyd,Anuy3ed, weary, 20, 21,34. 
Aourne, to adorn, 163. 
Apertment, openly, plainly, 182, 

86. 
Apon, upon, 117, 317. 
Aprised, taken, 218, 330. 
At, before, 30, 148. 
Arche, ark, 116, 315. 
Arene, to arrugn, J47, 484. 
Arere, to raise, 29, 129. 
Aromat, apic^ 224, 33. 
Aroum, fo- apart, 148, 502. 
Artou, art thou, 131, 33. 
Aaerue, to deserve, 147, 476. 
Aslawe, p.p. slain, 20, 19. 
Asa, to ask, 92, 185. 
Assise, size, 80, 643. 
Aswounde, passed away, decayed, 

perished, 52, 433. 
At, to, 67, 193. 

At, Atte, that, 109,43; lH,3ii. 
Atome, to broach, 210, 33. 
IS 
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Aten ende, Atte ende, at end, finally, 

20, 21, zS. 
Ath, oath, 126, 114. 
Atwinne, in two, 131, 16. 
Auonge, to receive, 22, 44. 
Anote, on foot, 66, 467. 
At, ong^t, 87, 5. 
Awer, a,aywhere, 30, 1 50. 
Awonderd, aatonished, 72, 365. 
Ayenst, agaiuet, 1 59. 
Aysylle, vinegar, I85, 105. 
Aje}^, fm«lii8t, 134, 86. 
Ajt, owed, 110, ^6. 
^t,weBlth, no, 76- 

Bad, bade, 81, 689. 

Bald, bold, 8 1,689. 

Bale, Balwe, stwrow, grief, 67, 1 94. 

Balk, beam, 79,617. 

Band, bound, 126, 114. 

Baptein, baptiam, 146, 443. 

Baplim, Baptyme, baptism, 114, 

aig; 166. 
Baptist, baptized, 126, 158. 
Bar, bore, 24, 74. 
Born, a cbild, 70, 189. 
Barrere§, banien, 139, 347. 
Bat, amends, 210, 6. 
Batul, battle, 36, 209. 
Baundone, BBUudtin, power, Bub- 

jection, 62, 63, 414. 
Bayne. batb, 159. 
Beault^ beauty, 167. 
Beblad, bedanbed witii blood, 211, 

38. 
Bed, bade, 24, 63. 
Bed, offered, 64, 69. 
Bede, a prayer, 90, 114. 
Bede, to entreat, beseech, 22, 44 ; 

to offer, 109, 38. 
Beelde, protect, 222, 3. 
Beerynge, roaring, 140, 285. 
Begge, to build, 76, §75. 
Behelet, covered, 194, 168. 
Beie, ring, 26, 134. 
Bek, beck, stream, 82, 743. 
Belamy, good friend, 64, 804. 
Beleae, to remain, 110, 86. 
Belise, bellows, 84, 849. 



Belwe, to bellow, 14S, 409. 

Berne, trumpet, 146, 449. 

Bemoyled, bedaubed, i44, 376. 

Beore, a bear, 140, 285. 

Ber, did bear, 26, 107. 

Here, beer, 211, 41. 

Bere, bier, 44, 310. 

Bere, to roar, 215, 154. 

Ben, to bury, 72, 37 1. 

Beriing, Beryiing, burial, 79, 604 ; 

96, 385. 
Betaken, betoken, 118, 364. 
Bete, to amend, 30, 141 ; 71, 334. 
Beted, beaten, 140, 386. 
Beten, bitten, 74, 434. 
Beting, healing, 114, 373. 
Biclupt, embraced, entwined, 24, 

IS- 
Bicont, became 20, 3a. 
Bidde, to entreat, 23, 44. 
Bide, delay, 113, 304. 
Bide, to abide, stop, 112, 166. 
Bidene, forthwith, 63, 41 ; 76, 

489; 92, 199. 
Bi^^, to buy, redeem, 217, 306. 
BigUe, to bf^iuile, 64, 71. 
Bigon, began, 30, 143. 
Bibeold, Khuld, behold, 24, 25, 

63. 11- 
Biheate, promise, 18, la. 
Bihet, promised, 20, 37. 
Bibote, p.p. promised, 23, 60. 
Biliue, quickly, 60, 641. 
Billed, written, 138, aai, 
Bimene, to signify, 91, 158. 
Binne, BynDe, stidl, 211, 47; 146, 

409. 
Bironne, besprinkled, 137, 173. 
Biseniug, sign, token, 118, 370. 
Biset, surrounded, 34, 19a. 
Biapek, Byspeek, spoke of, 32, 33, 

178. 
Biswonk, toiled for, 27, 96. 
Bisyden, beside, 43, 305. 
Bitaken, to betoken, 70, 308. 
Bite = bi3t, bent, 137, 19a, 
Bitid, happened, befallen, 80, 649. 
Bitwii, betwixt, 90, 136. 
Biuaile, to befall, 64, 42a. 
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Bi)>en<^e, to bethink, 18, 13. 

Bleo, colour, 131, 8. 

Ble)«li, blithely, 112, 160. 

Blin, to cease, 66, aia. 

Bio, blue, 134, 107. 

Blok, a block, tomb, 141, 314. 

Blome, to bloom, bloasom, 1 35, 1 1 6. 

Blyne, by line, 203, 189. 

BIyue, quickly, 44, 313. 

Bobbe, to mock, 178, 54. 

Bode, bidding, 64, 76. 

Botslre, boIst«r, 210, 6. 

Bon, bone, 134, 93. 

Bond, bound, 28, 133. 

Bone, petitioD, bix>D, 42, 291. 

Bord, tablet, 137, 188. 

Boru}, Born-b, city, 64, S5, 439. 

Bot, did bite, 135, 133. 

Bot, Bote, but, except, 34,198; 63, 

51- 
Bote, medicine, remedy, 24, 68. 
Bot-i^ unless, 96,318. 
Boune, ready, prepared, obedient, 

75, 466; 81,689. 
Bout, diamber, 135, 116. 
BouBomly, Buxnmli, obediently, 

90, 114; 108, 5. 
Brade, broad, 77, 552. 
Brast, did burst, 109. 54. 
Brat>eli, fiercely, 109, 54, 
Brvde, (i) breadth, 93, 209 ; (3) 

abowd, 137, 188; 138, 204. 
Breid, attack, 132, 37. 
Brenne, Brin, to bum, 40, 373; 

81, 680. 
Brere, briar, 90, 133. 
Brid, young bird, 133, 74. 
Brig, Bmgge, bridge, 30, 157 ; 82, 

741. 
Brim, stream, 125, 108. 
Briese, to bruise, 204, 325. 
Broche, spear, 133, 55, 
Brod, Erode, broad, 24, 73. 
Bud, behoved, 79, 617. 
Buirde, woman, 144, 381. 
Bui^t, bought, paid for, 223, zi. 
Bulde, built, 30, 146. 
Bus, behovcB, 65, 127. 
By, to buy, redeem, 67, 194. 



Byforen, before, 37, ai6. 
Byhat, promiseth, 210, lo. 
Byleue, remain, 44, 334. 
Bylyue, to believe, 157. 
Bynome, p.p. taken away, 46, 331. 
Bynore, before, 36, 316 ; 56, 472. 
^e, ring, 29, 134. 

Care, sorrow, 74, 439. 
Caroyne, corpse, 161. 
Catel, wealth, property, 112, 14a. 
Chargeour, charger, dish, 1 36, 1 65. 
Cheae, to choose, 40, 370; pret. 

Chees, 218, 244. 
ChUder, childreu, 73, 398. 
Chirchen, chnrches, 62, 434. 
Chiuere, to shiver, 144, 386. 
Choisly, 218, 344. 
Choke, cheek, 218, 349. 
Chyd, ehided, 219, 263. 
Chyned, split, cracked, 142, 329. 
Claulicbe, wholly, 52, 432. 
Clath, cloth, 74, 438 ; 81, 680. 
Clepe, Clupe, to call, 20, 21, 35. 
Clei^, learning, 89, 67. 
Gething, clothmg, 129, 26$. 
Cleynt, clenched, 138, 305. 
Glifte, hole, 205, 258. 
Cliht, clutched, seized, 145, 410, 

4»7- 
Ctoddre, clot, 142, 336. 
Clunge, clotted, 142, 326. 
Confermen, Confermy, to confirm, 

26, 27, 107. 
Core, chosen, 195, 194. 
Coriosly, curiously, 123, 38, 
Corone, to crown, 79, 607. 
Corown,acrown,78,6oi; 130, 281. 
Cors, body, 72, 356 ; 95, 391. 
Corve, carved, cut, 217, 197. 
Cos, a kiss, 147, 488. 
Couenand, covenant, 110, 79. 
Crake, to crack, 144, 388. 
Creatour, creature, 148, 503. 
Creste, covering, 212, 66. 
Cristeny, to chnsten, 42, 399. 
Crois, Croys, a cross, 34, 35, 185. 
Croise, to cross, 133, 79. 
Cromp, paw, claw, 139, 343. 
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Crop.Croppe, top,aaiiunit,6d,aS9. 
Cronne, crowa (of hod), 66, i6S. 
GnmaDd, to command, 122, lo. 
Cumbert, troubled, 196, 223. 
Cun, to know, 93, 216. 
Curnel, kernel, 26, 88. 
Cume, to kiM (pret. Ciuto), 133, 
79 J 134,101. 

Dalf. (Sm Delve.) 

Dalt, diatributed, 143, 351. 

Dare (1), 222. 6. 

Darted, uttered, 143, 364. 

Dased, 316, 174. 

Daunt, a check, rebuff, 14&, 438. 

Dawee, days, 28, 118. 

Day, to die, 125, 150. 

Debruse, to bruise, 4(^ 964. 

Ded,dead, 26, 93 ; death, 81, 697. 

Dee^ Def, Defe. deaf, 130, 300 ; 

148, 504. 
Deet, dole, 216, 155. 
Deea, data, 218, 24a. 
De&ute, error, 22, 531. 
Defends, to -forbid, 67, 108; 119, 

416. 
Defoyled, defiled, 143, ^o. 
Dele, to distribute, 1 IS, 277. 
Delit, delight^ 24, 65. 
Delve, to dig (pret. B&lf, Dalre, 

p.p. Dolven, Idoluen, Idolven), 

113, 184. 
Deme, to judge, 83, 764. 
Dent. (.SeelKnt.) 
Deol, dole, sorrow, 20, 21. 
Dep, Deop, deep, 32, 33, 172. 
Departe, to share, 143, 368. 
Deme, secret, 28, lag. 
Derworth, dear, preeioua, 196, 198. 
Dete, debt, 219, 287. 
Deyt^ death, 195, 180. 
De^ does, 24, 72. 
Dight, Dihte. (See Dijte.) 
Dille, to hide, 108, 17. 
Dint, Dnnt, Dent, blow, stroke, 

141, 396; 204, 205. 
Dispitoos, cruel, 143, 371. 
D^t« (pret. Dihte, Di^e). to set in 

ordra*, dispose, set up, treat, 50, 



61, 410; 88, 47; 123, 49 ; 

126, 144- 
Dom, Dome, judgment, justice, 

40, 270; JIO, 70. 
Domesman, judge, S3, 764. 
Donne, dun, 144, 383. 
Doted, bereft of reason, 216, 174. 
Doute, fear, 48, 370. 
Bradde, dread^, 64, 453. 
Draf, refuse, 141, 398. 
Dredi, afraid, 140, 258. 
Dreint, drowned, 138, 20r. 
Dreuen, driven, 68, 317. 
Drijt, Drijtine, lord, 109, 60; 

111, 119. 
Drof, drove, 18, la ; 141, 398. 
Drogh, Dron), drew, 68, 489 ; 

62,4. 
DroB, dross, 147, 490. 
Drouknyng, swoon, 141, 309. 
Druije, dry, 142, 338. 
Druri, a love token, a precious 

gift, 108, 36. 
Dubbe, to deck, adorn, 127, 177. 
Dabbing, ornaments, 130, 281. 
Dude, Sd, 30, 140. 
Dam, Dom, dumb, 130, 300 ; 148, 

504- 
Duuted, Dinted, struck, 138, 209. 
Duyk, leader, duke, 149, 523. 
Dnjti, doughty, worthy, 109, 29. 
Dwelful, doleful, piteous, 150, 7, 

Efsone, Eftsone, agun, 24, 26, 77. 

Eft, afterward, 69, 252. 

Egge, e«Jge, 136, igo. 

Eghen, eyes, 64, 82. 

Ek, also, 24, 81. 

Eld, Elde, old age, 22, 43. 

Encheeon, reason, 38, 338. 

Ending, deatb, 120, 442. 

Enioynet, eojoined, 132, 44. 

Enqueri, to enquire, 38, 341. 

Ensoynet, excused, 132, 46. 

Entent, heed, 82, 708. 

Enter, entire, 196, 229. 

Eode, went, 26, 101. 

Eor[>e, Er|)e, earth, 20,' 21, 33. 

Er, are, 67, tSa 
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Er, previously, before, ere, 28, 1 1 1. 
Erer, before, 223, 25. 
Erade, errand, message, 22, g8. 
Eirea, scars, wounds, 217, 118. 

{See Gloss, to Hampole's Pricke 

of Conscience.) 
Er^liche, earthly, "BO, 404. 
Eecrie, to cry out, 169. 
Escte, asked, 22, 57. 
Etin,a^&nt, 118, 359. 
Euerich, every, 22, 50. 
Eaerilka, every one, 82, 731, 
Enill, sore, 85, 844. 
Eysel, Ei^ vinegar, 133, 75. 

Fa, foe, 63, 64. 

Fad, fed, 219,380. 

Fade,&ded, 66, 156. 

Falow, Falwed, withered, &ded, 
66, 156; 132, a8. 

Fand, found, 64, 65, 

Fanding, temptatioo, 70, 288. 

Far, fare, 62, 1 7. 

Far, Fare, proceeding, welfcre, 80, 
«37 ; 92, 283. 

Fat, feedeth, 210, 4. 

Fannt, a child, HS, 434. 

Fawset, a faucet, 211, 35. 

Fiqt, fou^t, 118, 369. 

Fe, goods, 126, ii3. 

Feble, poor, mean, 64, 458. 

Feere, fellow, companion, 147,473. 

Fel,fell, fierce, 117, 335. 

Fete, to smell, 73, 431. 

Fele, Feole, many, 216, 177 ; 132, 
60. 

Feond, enemy, 137, i86. 

Feor, fer, 139, 257. 

Ferde, fearful, afraid, 121, 472. 

Ferdnes, fear, 122, 26. 

Fere, ' iir fhbe,' together, 74, 431 

Fere, whole, sound, 74, 436. 

Fere, to frighten, 174, 38. 

Ferlely, Ferly, marrelloaBly, won- 
derfully, 119, 413; 85, 849. 

Fers, demands, 110, 98. 

Fest, feast, 220, 290. 

Festour, one who makes a feast, 
220, 294. 



Fette, Fett, fetch, 75, 486. 

Feynet, pierced ((), 132, 50. 

Fisc, fish, 32, 173. 

Flapped, stmck, 176, 48. 

Flecche, 137, 179. 

Flemon, to banish, 216, 183. 

Fleoten, Flete, to flow, float, 216, 

177; 32, 33, 179. 
Flesse, flesh, 110,84. 
Fletynge, Fleotyude, floating, 32, 

33, 180. 
Flitte, to remove, 73, 391. 
Flomb, feU (1), 139, 346- 
Flum, stream, 220, 396. 
Flyte, to strive, 216, 182. 
Fodder, 133, 77. 
Fode, creature, 217, 2 do. 
FolfiUe, to fulfil (pret Folfuld), 

19, 13; 140,375, 378. 
Folliche, fully, 31, 146. 
Fon, foes, 36, 207. 
Fond, found, 26, 93. 
Fonge, to take, 137, 181. 
Forbed, forbade, 63, 62. 
Forbled, aU covered over with 

blood, 191, 140. 
Forbrende, burnt up, 23, 50. 
Fordo, to put an eod to, 70, 283. 
Fordolled, very dull, 141, 309. 
Forlete, forsake, give up, leav^ 

35, 203; 120, 429. 
Forlore, forloiTi, ruined, wholly 

lost, 21, 30. 
Formast, first, 70, a88. 
Formfader, first father, 62, i. 
Foroldet, very aged, 25, J4. 
For-swong, scourged, flogged, 1 94, 

169. 
Forte, until, 29, 114. 
Forward, covenant, 110, 80. 
Fot, fetched, 119, 420. 
Fouled, defiled, 132, 28. 
Foundement, foundation, 1 1 9, 39 1 . 
Foundet, found (1 tried), 148, 507. 
Fourtet>e, Fourtenejie, fourteenth, 

30, 31, 144. 
F<gte, fought, 62, 41a. 
Ffam, from, 16, 3. 
Frandea, frandijent, 134, 108. 
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Fray, fright, 192, 146. 
Freo, free, gradons, 131, i. 
Freond, friend, 135, 130. 
Frike, bold, 221, 339. 
Fulde, filled, 29, 110. 
Fulfilde, filled full of, 120, 426. 
rTin,FundBii,foniid,87,3; 95,308. 
Fund, ceased (1), 120, 433. 
Fur, far, 32, 170. 
Fur, Fuir, fire, 40, 41, 373. 
Fjrlde, field, 139, as-j. 
F^e, to cease, 91, 150. 

Qaaf, gave, 154. 

Gad, goad, 211, 14. 

Oaf, gave, 168. 

Galved, pot on the gallowa or 

crofiB, 132, at). 
Qalwes, gallows, 132, 3r. 
Oast, ghoet, spirit, 71, 334. 
Gastlf, spiritual, 88, 48. 
Gat, heed, 210, 8. 
Q«ndeB, jests, trii^ 134, 104. 
Geite, guilt, 132, 30. 
Ger (-Gar), cause, 72, 371. 
Game, diligently, 119, 433, 
Gerrard, the devil (7 = Low Germ. 

Gir-a/rd, a miser), 64, 71. 
Qest, talk, 211, 39. 
Gidi, giddy, foolish, 58, 495. 
GHnne, begin, 135, 113. 
Gladliche, gladly, 38, 334. 
Godhed, Godhead, 221, 333. 
Qodspellere, evangelist, 221, 320. 
Gome, Ooom^ h^, 34, 36, 192. 
Gome, palate, gum, 218, 350. 
Oost^ spirit, 138, 101. 
Graid, prepared, placed, arranged, 

arrayed, 70, 399 ; 71, 351 ; 83, 

753; 109.43- 
Graithly,straight, direct, 128,319. 
Gramed, enraged, 132, 34. 
Graue, to bury (pret. Gtoue, Qrofe), 

79, 603; 72, 364; 108, 14; 

89, 84. 
Grede, to roar, cry out, 223, 15; 

pret. Qradde, 223, 33. 
Gi«dire, Gledeire, gridiron, 58, 

59, 503. 



Ghrei))e, to prepare, 132, 31. 
Gret«, to weep, 67, 184. 
Greyd {me Graid), 193, 44. 
Grise, to be terrified, 121, 476. 
Groche, Orucche, to marmur, 74, 

443; 216,170. 
Oroued, grew, 61S, 154. 
Grubbe, to dig up, 94, 367, 368. 
Grundin, ground, aharpened, 110, 

91. 
Qnarysshe, to heal, 156. 
Gnde, good, 73, 431. 
Guddy, goodly, 71, 351. 
Gun (pi.), did, 91, 140. 
Gunfanonn, banner, 118, 384. 
Gjloar, traitor, 139, 354. 
Gyn, Gynne, ciitft, deceit, 46, 331 ; 

96, 318. 

Ha, Habbe, to have, 18, i ; 139, 

338. 
Hulse, to greet, salute, 113, 3o6. 
Hald, to hold, 87, a 6. 
Hale, whole, 73, 403. 
Halghed, hallowed, 114, all. 
Halwe, to hallow, 66, 486; 132,37- 
Haly, holy, 76, 481. 
Ham, them, 108, 19. 
Hame, home, 70, 297. 
Hamward, homeward, 70, 314. 
Hasteliche, Hastiliche, hastily, 42, 

43, 399. 
Hate, hot, 85, 850. 
Hayle, to poor, 132, 39. 
Heder, hither, 62, 15. 
Heerde, a herdsman, 141, 394. 
Heght, height, 69, 356. 
Heie, Heije, to hie, hasten, 28, 

29, 115. 
Hele, salvatdou, 87, 3. 
Helm, crows (of head), 142, 331. 
Hend, hands, 71, 334. 
Henede, billed by stoning, 40, 363. 
Hen^ hnng, 34, 187. 
Henne, hence, 46, 335. 
Herdea, hards, tow, 81, 681. 
Herre, higher, 52, 438. 
Herting, comfort, eocouragement, 

88, 40. 
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223, 25. 
Herynge, Heryinge, praise, 56, 57, 

480. 
Hest, ft protniae, 74, 434 ; 212, 60. 
Hete, to promise, 71, 323; to 

assure, 89, 69. 
Heteing, a promiee, 76, 464. 
Hette,Het, Eight, Hihte,Hi3t, was 

called, aam^, S4, 35, 193 ; 42, 

300; 109, agjproiuiBed, 65,135. 
Hidose, hideous, 96, 33J. 
Hint, catch, receive, 114, 276. 
Ho, Heo, she, 110, 73 ; 131, 4. 
Hoke, book, 215, 148. 
Houden, hands, 33, 174. 
Hondren - ondeni, the third hour, 

223, 15. 
Hone, dekj, 109, 63. 
Hourly, worthily, 76, 529. 
Honour], to honour, 66, 474. 
Hot, tlieir, 32, 173, 
Hord, treasure, 136, 151. 
Horle, to hurl, 140, 284. 
Huld, Heold, held, 54, 55, 455- 
Hulpun (pi), helped, 196, 181. 
Hy, haste, 62, 8. 
Hy, they, 223, 29. 
Hyne, hind, paltry fellow, 50, 395. 

Ibede, entreated, 42, 291. 

Ich, I, 19, 8. 

Ich, owb, 195, 308. 

Ichabbe, I have, 20, 21, 23. 

Ichot, I know, 44, 333. 

Ichulle, I wiU, 18, 8. 

Idolue, Idolnen, 42, 43, 303. (Ste 

Delve.) 
Iflemed, Iflemd (s«« Flemon), 20, 

21, 19. 
Ifbld, fiUed, 35, 192 ; Mfilled, 25, 

85. 
liynde, to £nd, 22, 41. 
Ignobylit^, 161. 
iSered, Iheried,prufled,18, 19,4; 

46, 346. 
Iheued, had, 20, 23. 
Ifaote, bidden, 28, 1 15. 
I-knowe, known, acquainted, 38, 



343. 349. To be ikuowe-to 

aijcnowledge. 
I-laced, bound, 31, 153. 
Ileie, n^e, lien, 32, 33, 181. 
neued (s« Of-leued), 20, 36. 
Leued, covered with leaves, 24, 78. 
Ilk, each ; Ilka, each one ; Ilkdele, 

each part. 
Ek, same, 66, 147. 
lUolled, lulled, 134, 83. 
I-lome, frequently, 50, 398. 
Ilpaid, ill-pleased, 64, 73. 
Ilyke, alike, 75, 480. 
I-mete, I-meetete ( <■ I-meete), fit, 

of proper measure, 30, 31, 156. 
I-mored, rooted, 28, 126. 
Inogh, Inouh, Inotq, enongb, 20, 

21,31; 69, 257. 
I-nome, p.p. taken, 39, 335. 
la-oynt, anointed, emWmed, 224, 

sa- 
l-piled, thmst, 132, 23. 
la, them, 46, 353- 
I-sauj, I-eayh, saw, 43, 295 ; 61, 

517- 
I-seo, I-se, to see (pret. l-sei), 28, 

124; 32, 161 ; 30, 31, 150. 
I-siawe, slain, 21, 19. 
I-Bomned, assembled, 38, 237. 
lualle, p.p. follen, 54, 464. 
Inelle, complete, 24, 8S- 
I-weld, boiled, 58, 501. 
I-wete, I-wite, to learn, know, 28, 

•31 ; 29,132. 

Iwis, truly, 56, 480, 486. 
Iwon, trade, 26, 96. 
i^eue, given, 44, 318. 

lapyng, sport, &n, 169. 
Iom6, journey, 128, 48. 

East«n, p.p. of Caatcv 126, 119. 
Keccbe, to drive, 201, IIS- 
Eeighte, caught, 206, 358. 
Kei)«d, closed (1), 205, 241. 
Keijt, drove away, 134, loa. 
Kele, to cool, 65, 124. 
Kelp, scabbaid (t), 140, 383. 
Ken, Eenue, to know, make 
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known (pret. Kend), 66, 140 ; 

90, 107 ; 132, 51 ; 89, 74. 
Keo de, Kynde, kind, nature, natural 

diBpoeition,144,39o; 146,405. 
Kenyng, sign, 128, 237. 
Eenie, to out, 136, 151. 
Keat, pret. east, 66, 168 ; 89, 87. 
Einue, nature, 138, 224. 
Ki)>e, to ahow (pret. Kid, Kud), 

80,650; 89,76; 121,469. 
Knape, boy, 136, 14a. 
Enaw, to know, 81, 706. 
Kovth, knew, 71, 348. 
Kued, evil.one, devil, 196, 33a. 

Lad, Ladde,Ied,28,ia3; 139,253. 
Laghe, Iaw, 116, ag6, 397. 
L^ fault, blame, 148, 509. 
Lakke, to blame, 145, 433. 
Langjlong, leugth, 71, 343 ; 116, 

316. 

Langer, longer, 66, a 18. 

Lappe, to wrap, 69, 361. 

Iat, Lare, lore, 64, 75. 

Largely, freely, 74, 451. 

Last, leads, 22, 48. 

Lat, ceaseth, 210, 15. 

Lat, let, 65, 104. 

Lauedi, lady, 110, 71. 

Lause, release, 108, 4. 

Lave, to pour, 217, 339. 

Lawe, law, 217, aai. 

Lay, law, 42, 398. 

La)>, lotb, 108, 13. 

Lajt, took, 120, 443. 

Leche, physician, 138, 317. 

Lede, people, folk, 109, 37. 

Leef, dear, fain, 216, 188. 

Leete, let^ 142, 334. 

Lef, leaf, 24, 74. 

Legge, to lay, 26, 89. 

Leir, lur, 200, 96. 

Lely, loyally, feitbfiilly, 87, 10 ; 

89, 69. 
Ijend, to dwell, abide, 64, 80 ; 

67, 174. 
Leng, longer, 46, 333. 
Lenkitb, Lentb, length, 73, 393 ; 

125, 103. 



Leof (Leoue, de£ and pL), dear, 

21,36; 136, 147. 
Leone, to lean, 134, 90, 93. 
Leop, leapt, 144, 385. 
Leome,Lemy,toleam,32,33,i64. 
Leo)>i, weak, feeble, 147, 483. 
Ler, loss, 210, 9. 
Lerd, learned, 96, 347. 
Lore, bare, 24, 73. 
LeT«, to teach, 26, 27, 103. 
Let, delay, 66, 143. 
Lete, forsake, give up, 216, 17a. 
Lett, delay, 122, ro. 
Leude, lewd, unlearned, 96, 347. 
Libbe, to live, 21, 39. 
Lift, left, 50, 391, 393. 
Ligge, to lie {Liggen, lien ; 

Ligand, lying), 32, t66 ; 62, 

14; 89,89. 
Lihtynge, Lijtinge, lightning, 46, 

47. 353- 
Like, to please, 123, 46. 
Liking, pleasure, 67,174; 79, 608. 
Lim, Lym, limb, 20, 21, 33. 
Lite, Lyte, little, 216, 178. 
Iiite, remission, 112, 137. 
Lith, member (of body), 67, 197. 
Loddere, knave, 146, 450. 
Logge, lodging, dwelling, 146,458. 
Logh, laughed, 71, 339. 
Loked, Looked, ordained, devised, 

133, 57 ; 145, 433. 433- 
Lolle,luU, 214, 138. 
Lomb, lamb, 141, 388. 
Loren, Lome, lost, mined, 118, 

373; 146, 45«- 
Lotede, lay hidden, 223, 37. 
Loud, openly, 122, 13. 
Loue, Louing, Loneing, praise, 76, 

459; 81,701. 
Iiouerd, lord, 54, 456 (margin). 
Loute, to do obeisance to, to 

worebip, 34, 198. 
Lo)«, bann, sin, 139, 231. 
LuUe, 133,80; 213,84. 
Lumpyng, heavy, 141, 311. 
Lure, loss, 136, 115. 
Lute, Luytel, little, 36,ai9j37,ai9. 
Ln^r, vile, 35, 183. 
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Ma, to make, 63, 63 ; Maae, make, Mis, missing, sin, wrong, 66, 1 50, 



Maiater, Mayatier, master, victor, 

36, 37, 212. 
Maistrie, victory, mastery, 36,219; 

12s, 109. 
Mftnkiuide, mankind, 18, 1. 
Manslaajt, mauslanghter, murder, 

30, 138. 
Mapped, terrified, mated,21£, 175. 
Mar, Uare, more, 113, 195. 
Maeed, amazed, 216, 175. 
Maste, greatest, 114, 210. 
Maugrefe, curse. 111, 115. 
Maumet, idol, 34, 197. 
Maumetry, idolatry, 90, 123; 124, 

7 a. 
May, maid, 148, 514. 
Me, one, 66, 482. 
Med, mead, meadow, 24, 66. 
Me^e, to mix, 139, 233. 
Melle, to mix, 204, 220. 
Meude, amends, 119, 415. 
Mene, to recollect, 92, 175 ; to 

signify, 63, 42. 
Mene, to moan, 78, 566. 
Meneiug, remembrance, 78, 590. 
Mensk, to honour, 114, 209, 212. 
Uekell, great, 64, 98. 
Menj^, Meyu^, retiaue, attendants, 

73,400; 115,264; 122,4. 
Meode, meed, 139, 233. 
Herk, dark, 139, 230. 
Merk, mark, 79, 633 ; to mark, 

117, 350- 
Messagere, messenger, 110, 68. 
Meate, most, 136, 164, 168. 
Met, measure, 79, 621 ; meet, 220, 

292. 
Mete, to measure, 30, 15a. 
Meynt, mingled, 151, 31. 
Mid, with, 46, 331. 
Mikil, great, madi, 114, 229. 
Milse, Milce, mercy, 18, 19, ti. 
Minne, Min, Myn, Mynne, to re- 

col]ect,bethink, 145,411; 138, 

az2; 114, 2i8; to talk of, 

mention, 134, 91. 
Mirknes, darkness, 93, 223. 



Mis&re, misfortune, 118, 366. 
Missay, to slander, 111, 128, 130, 

131- 
Mistrowand, misbelieving, 74,44a. 
Mo, more, 28, 113. 
Mochel, much, 215, 159. 
Mode, mind, 177, 43. 
Moght,Mu3t,might,71,342; 110, 

81. 
Mon, man, 132,34. 
Mon, moan, 131, 3- 
Mone, moon, 144, 384.- 
Monslauht, manslaughter, 31, 138. 
More, a root, 18, 5. 
Mot, may, 38, 240. 
Monn, may, 182, 89. 
Mouwe, mockery, jest, 134, 103. 
Mow, may, 192, 145. 
Muche, great, 36, 206. 
Knchedel, a great part, 36, 207. 
Mun, must, 95, 312. 
Munde, mind, 18, i. 
Murie, pleasant, 24, 64. 
Musetl, to muzzle, 213, 95. 
Mustraunce, manifestation, 120, 

448. 
Mysuarynge, misbehaving, 50, 398. 

Na, no, 114, 257. 
Nabbe, have no^ 46, 321. 
Namlich, especially, 170, 9. 
Nan, Nane, none, 68, 242 ; 118, 

368 ; Nanne (a. m.) 22, 45 ; 

Nanes, nonce, 127, 178; Na 

wijt, nought. 111, 131. 
Xas, was not, 24, 8a. 
Na)«les, nevertheless, 44, 307. 
Neddre, serpent, 24,75; 117,335. 
Neght, to approach, 74, 435. 
Neih, Neij, Key, near, nigh, 20, 

21, 22. 
Neiae, nose. 111, 107. 
Nele, Nule, will not, 20, 21, aa. 
Nelyn, will not, 150, 20. 
Kemil, nimble, 113, 182. 
Nempne, Nempnen, to name, 20, 

29 ; 43, 300. 
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Neoje, nine, 28, ii8 (maigin). 
Ner, nearer, 22, 56. 
Setcb, soft, 143, 353 ; 217, aoi. 
Xeueuing, Doming, 81, 694. 
Neuereft, never again, 22, 51. 
Neuyn, to name, 81, 688. 
Nimen, Nymen, to take, 31, 15a; 

32, 169 ; pret. Nom, 18, 7. 
Nite, Nyte, to deny, 121, 473,478. 
Nilw, ninth, 29, 133, 
Nobleie, nobility, eplendonr, 54, 

459- 
Noke, nook, notch, 119, 395. 
Nolde, irould not, 20, ig. 
Nome, name, 21, 39. 
'Sod, noon, 44, 309. 
NoryB, nurse, 215, 156. 
Note, advantage, profit, 119, 434. 
Noteful, oaeful, precious, 108, 23. 
Noye, to amioy, 122, 33. 
Nojier, Nov)>er, neither, 24, 74 ; 

67, 184, 
Nc^t for-)i, nevertheless, 121,473. 
fTye, nine, 28, 118. 
Nyend, Nyf>e, ninth, 28, 133 ; 76, 

517- 
Nujje, to annoy, 132, 34, 
Nywe, new, 56, 47a. 

O, On, one, 28, 137, 138. 

Obliet, obliged, 126, 146. 

Obouen, above, 68, 339. 

Obout, Obut, about, 63, 40 ; 127, 
177. 

Ocupide, filled, 64, 84. 

Of-liued, = over-lived, too-long- 
lived, 21, 36. 

Of-Bwonk, eatned by toil, 26, 96. 

Ofteiftea, ofttimes, 82, .734. 

Ogain, again, 62, 19. 

Omang, among, 72, 359. 

Omell, among, 90, 103. 

Onloft, aloft, 121, 466. 

Or, ere, 62, 7. 

Ord, point, 136, 149. 

Ore, mercy, 20, 21. 

Ob, as, 192, 148. 

OuH, ua, 18, 5. 

Outtoke, excepted, 63, Si. 



Goercom, overcame, 36, ai8. 
Ow, yon, 19, 8, 
Owe, own, 30, 138. 
Owhere, everywhere, 31, igo. 
Owjiir, cither, 125, iig. 
0)>e, oath, 139, 239. 

Face, to pass away, 149, 524. 
Painym, Faynytn, pagan, 34, 35, 

304. 
Panne, skuU, ISO, 11. 
Farates, - parts, 119, 397. 
Partesy, p^sy, 130, 399. 
Partie, part, 48, 373 ; pL FotUm, 

114, 338. 
Pay, to please, 71, 338. 
Pen^nnys, pincers, 189, 135, 
Fette, placed, put, 211, 37. 
Pinii^^, torment, 223, 17. 
Hone, to featen, 131, 14. 
Pite (-Pijt), put, 137, 19a 
Plater, platter, 137, 171. 
Plet«, to plead ()), 141, 390. 
Plett, inserted, 123, 54. 
Pleynyng, complaining, 147, 473. 
Polist, polished, 79, 631. 
Fonder, dust, 66, 168. 
Pouer, poor, 110, 75. 
Pouerly, poorly, 129, j66. 
Powder, to cast dust on, 65, 117. 
PowBt^ power, 63, 55. 
Prec^ press, S6, 468. 
Frees,Prese, press, 218,338; 128, 

338. 
Presthede, priesthood, 117, 347. 
Prettly, quickly, 147, 467. 
Preue, Pnue, secret, 123, 61 j 92, 

J 83. 

Preuely, secretly, 129, 368. 

Pried, prayed, 69, a7S- 

Pris, worth, value, 144, 399. 

Pront, proud, 48, 375, 

Prute, pride, 50, 385. 

Puiten, to put, 147, 473. 

Pulle, thrust, 60, 614- 

Putte, thrust, thrust out, put, 24, 

63 J 134, 100 J 140, 383. 
Puruay, to make ready, 92, 3q8. 
I^ement, a kind of druik, 210, 3>. 
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Pyne, Peyiie,paiii,tormeiit,24,25, 

87. 

F^fscyne, a fish-pool, 155. 

Qu^ who, 118, 3J0. 
Quare, where, 108, 16. 
Quaeum, whoso, 109, 31. 
Quat, what, 110, 73 ; 121, 467. 
Quatkin, of what kmd, 114, 23a. 
Qaeinteliche, Qweyntelicbe, neatly, 

30, 31, 151. 
Quelle, to kill, 39, 330. 
Qneme, to please, satisfy, 1 10, 100. 
Qaemaa, pleasure, satisfaction, 

146, 453, 
Quen, when, 108, 9, 
Quere, where, 112, 154. 
Quert, joy, 108, 8. 
Queynt, quenched, 138, 203. 
Qaeyatise, craft, 48, 381. 
Quefer, whether, 120, 457. 
Quiche, which, 116, 246. 
Quidd^Bom, whitherso, 120, 437. 
Quilk, which, 113, iSS. 
Quite, quit, 112, 140. 
Qui^rwine, enemy, 121, 483. 

Bad, read, 210, 17. 
Bad, adTiaai, 137, 174. 
Rane, touched, 113, 301. 
Rape, hasten, 136, 140. 
Eas, Rase, rose, 88, 41 ; 109, 53. 
Rathly, quickly, 84, 786. 
Bauneoun, raneom, 118, 383. 
Ra)»er, sooner, 30, 14a. 
Beall, royal, 126, 226. 
Really, roydly, 130, 293. 
Beche, to stretch, 147, 491. 
Red, advised, 64, 67. 
Bed, counsel, 32, i66, 178. 
Rede, to advise, 131, 17. 
Rede, to tell, 108, i. 
Rees, race, 218, 240. 
R^ne, to reign, 148, 498. 
Reke, vapour, fiune, 94, 249. 
Relef, remaiuder, 218, aSs- 
Releue, relief 96, 347, 
Rem, gore, 146, 444. 
Bembnand, remnant, 84, 789. 



Bemn, to remove, 77, 636. 

Remus, cries, 146, 451. 

Renne, Rhme, Ryu, to run, 136, 

140 J 132, 47; 111, laa. 
Rere, to raise, 28, 129. 
Reaoun, ttccount, 93, 221. 
Reu|>e, sorrow, ruth, 146, 451. 
Bew, to rue, have pity, 81, 684. 
Beyn, 48, 382. 
Kiallt^, roy^ty, 124, 69. 
Ribtful, just, 144, 389. 
Bifishe, Ryasche, rush, 110, 95; 

217, 199. 
R^twiBneB,rigbteonsneaB, 116,300. 
Bo, peace, 143, 358. 
Robbyng, robheiy, 132, 3a. 
Rod, rode, 148, 519. 
Bod, Rode, Rude, rood, cross, 42, 

304 ; 93, 227 ; pi. Rodeu, 42, 

303- 
Rosten, Rosti, to roast^ 58, 59, 504. 
Boune, to whisper, epeak gently, 

215, 156. 
Rout, company, crowd, 91, 164. 
Routhe, grief, 131, 17. 
Royame, realm, 155. 
Rugge, back, 136, iga. 
Knit, destractioa, 132, 42. 
Ryf, rife, 132, 3a. 
Rynde, bark, rind, 24, 74. 
Byot, riot, 132, 42. 

Sa,BO, 112, 146. 

Sacrynge, sacrifice, 138, ai8. 

Sad, firm, 137, iSo. 

Sagh, saw, 109, 49. 

Saih, saw, 148, 501. 

Saint, holy. 111, 119. 

Sakles, innocent^ 69, 271. 

Said, should, 89, 99. 

Samin, Samyn, together, 73, 415; 

128, a36. 
Sand, message, word, 82, 720; 66, 

137 ; mesBei^er, 109, 6a. 
Sare, sore, 71, 330. 
Bareness, soreness, 85, 836. 
Saueliche, safely, 54, 454. 
Saun, sown, 90, lor. 
Sawded, soldered, 77, 553. 
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Scende, Scbeude, to hurt, ruin, ' 

di^race, 42, 43, 305. 
8cert«, Sctiurte, a shirt, 64, S6, 463. 
Schadde, shed, 211, 49. 
Schamely, Bhamefully, 122, 18. 
Schape, to devise, 135, 138. 
Schaping, form, 119, 405. 
Beheld, shield, 140, 359. 
Bcbene, bright, 74, 417. 
Sch«nt, deatrojed, 122, 18. 
Scherenen, shriTeii, coufessed, 195, 

304. 
Schete, to shoot, 142, 318. 
8childe, to shield, keep off, 140, 

aS9- 
8cho, she, 62, 8. 
Schole, Schouele, a shoTel, 42, 43, 

301. 
Schome, shame, 49, 368. 
Schonde, shame, 219, 276. 
Bchop, shaped, made, 140, 359. 
Schoni, scorn, 223, 16. 
Sch'ortliche, shortly, 38, 337. 
Schrewe, wretch, wicked person, 

53, 434. 
Scrifte, shrifl, 205, 156. 
Scryne, shrine, 46, 343. 
Scyne, to shine, 48, 379. 
Seace, to cease, come to on end, 

155. 
Sege, seat, 60, 387, 388. 
Sei, Seih, saw, 24, 25, 77. 
Sei, say, 143, 360. 
Seke, sick, 33, 173. 
Sekenes, sickness, 62, 11. 
Seker, sore, trusty, 76, 535. 
Selcouji, wonderfully, 109, 43- 
Sele, bliss, 72, 381. 
Seli, blessed, happy, 20, 30 ; 138, 

307 ; simple, 54, 458. 
^Ikutb, marvel, 68, 325, 228; 

112, 167. 
Selte, salted, 58, 506. 
Seluer, silver, 28, 133. 
Seluerne, of silver, 29, 134. . 
Sen, since, 78, 586. 
Senn, sin, 213, 104. 
Seo, tosee, 131,7- 
Seqnens, sequences, 218, 255. 



Sere, diverse, 63, '33. 
Serk, shirt, 113, 181 ; 139, 232. 
Serkell, circle, 77, 552. 
Seruy, to serve, 44, 330. 
Serwand, servant, 126, 139. 
Serwe, sorrow, 131, 10 ; 143, 360. 
Serwyng, Borrow, 143, 345. 
Bene, seven, 42, 381. 
Seue|>e, seventh, 42, 38a. 
Seuynd, seventh, 93, 335. 
Bering, boiling, 60, 514. 
Be^)ie, Sejifien, Se)iin, afterwards, 

subsequently, 18, 4; 21, 29; 

80, 6fi«. 
Shaw, to show, 113, 199. 
Sicure, secnre, 112, 139. 
Sigh, saw, 88, 30. 
Siugnd, sinned, 170, 8. 
Site, grief, dole, 63, 33. 
8iwe, Siwy, to follow, 62, 415; 

56, 468. 
Sit«, time, 121, 470. 
Skil, properly, lawfully, 146, 437 ; 

right, 217, 206. 
Skile, Skill, reason, 143, 348 ; 70, 

311 ; plan, 71, 348. 
Sklander, to slander, 81, 687. 
Skiyte, writing 216, 184. 
Sle, Slen, to slay, 30, 31, 138. 
Sleiht, eraSt, 134, 96. 
Slei^, sleight, cnift, 200, 109. 
Slider, slippery, 136, 157. 
Slike, such, 64, 95. 
Sto, to slay, 213, 88. 
Slod, slided, 136, 157. 
Slone, skin, 91, 143. 
Slouj, slew, 18, 18. 
Slow Bow), a seam, 214, 137. 
Smat«, smote, 1 15, 245. 
Bmeke, smoke, 94, 350. 
Smere, Smerie, toanoint, 1 8, 1 9, 1 4. 
Smeten, smitten, 74, 433. 
Smotde, smelt, 24, 67. 
Smnl, smell, 42, 194. 
Smulde, smelt, 26, 106. 
Sogat, so, thus, 71, 337. 
Soke, sucked, 218,348. 
Bomoonce, Somouns, ■ 

38, 39, 240. 
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Sonne, sun, 144, 385. 
Boo^fiistnesse, tmth, 213, 99. 
Sorowand, sorrowing, 63, 39. 
Sote, Bweet, 194, 173. 
Soyle, defile, 143, 363. 
Soyned, ezcuBed, 199, 59. 
So>, truth, true, 114, 330; 42,z88. 
Soj>fast, true, 133, «i. 
Sofliche, So|>ly, truly, 132, 35 ; 

148,617. 
Spede, success, 108, 3. 
Spene, tstop, 213, 107. 
Spille, to destroy, 44, 330. 
Spir, to enqaire, 91, iti8. 
Sponne, spun, 144, 38J. 
Spot, blemish, 131, ig. 
Spotty, defiled, 213, 105. 
Sprong, sprang, 32, 171. 
Squ«, so, 108, 16. 
Squat, bumped, 142, 319. 
Squete, sweet, 114, 213. 
Squorde, sword, 118, 363. 
Stad, placed, 118,377. 
Stalls, manger, 133, 77 ; seat, 

throne, 124, 67. 
Stalwurthly, strong, 77, 543. 
Standen, p.p. stood, 116, £90. 
Stane, stone, 72, 371 ; to atone, 

61, 693. 
Stang, sting, 117, 342. 
Stanged, stung, 117, 336. 
Stap, step, 22, 52. 
Stayer, Steir, step, stair, 148, 497 ; 

134, 85. 
Stene, to stone, 41, 363. 
Step, stepped, 22, 50. 
Stepmoder, stepmother, 133, 71. 
Stere, correction, 210, 7. 
Stem, st»r, 123, 56. 
Sterre, star, 48, 378 ; pi. Sterren, 

56, 473- 
Sterte, to go to, visit, 214, 124. 
Bterue, to die, 147, 474. 
Bteuyn, voice, 129, 249. 
Stike, to stick, 134, 85. 
Stipre, support, 135, 135. 
Stijw, stiff, strong, 109, 36. 
Sti}e, ascended, 212, 52. 
Stokky, stock-like, 148, 518. 



Stounde, time, 18, 4. 
Stonr, throe, agony, 148, 501. 
Strang, strong, 71, 341. 
Strei^t, stretched, 134, 100. 
Strenkit, strength, 87, 18. 
Stroye, to destroy, 220, 315. 
Stude, place, 24, 64. 
Stye, sty, 215, 142. 
Sdd, should, 63, 44. 
Sulf, self, 24, 62. 
Sumdele, somewhat, 65, 113. 
Sunne, sin, 18, 9. 
Suot«, sweet, 56, 469. 
Suotnesee, sweetness, 28, 120. 
Surfed, defiled, 143, 374. 
Suth, Booth, truth, 62, 22. 
Suth&stnes, truth, 94, 256. 
Suwen, to follow, 53, 415. 
Swapped, struck, 142, 336. 
Swapte, fell down, 142, 340. 
SwarmesO), 135, 128. 
Swart, black, 223, 25. 
Swech, such, 223, a8. 
Swelte, died, 135, 119, 127. 
Swemly, swooning, 136, 127; 201, 

140. 
Sweore, neck, 134, loo. 
Sword, sword, 142, 336, 
Swinke, Swynke, to laboar, toil, 

20, 33. 
Swith, SwiJ*, very, 28, 135 ; 

quickly, 76, 516. 
Swonge, scourged, 142, 327. 
i, sweet, 24, 67. 



Swouh, faint, swoon, 136, 127. 
Swow, a swoon, 201, 140. 

Ta, tw take, 80, 652. 
Tacched, attaehed, 143, $56. 
Tak, te,6k, 145, 419. 
Taken, to betoken, 117, 335. 
Takening, token, 93, 343. 
Takin, token, 95, 311. 
Tftld, told, 64, 91. 
Tajt, gave, 117, 349. 
Tee, to travel, 192, 144. 
Telli, to tell, 38, 340. 
Tend, to attend, 120, 465- 
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Ten^ Teone, aorrow, grief, wrath, 
18, 19, i6; 74, 444 i 135, U5. 

Tent, heed, 67, 187 ; to attend, 
118, 370. 

Tere, tear, 135, 113. 

Terve { - Sterre), tfldie, 207, 31 1. 

Tethe, tenth, 52, 43a 

Teye, to tie, 13^ 63. 

Thar, need, 67, 184. 

Thret, threatened, 85, 839. 

Thrid, third, 84, 788. 

Thorgh, through, 65, no. 

Tid, betidee, 44, 339. 

Tilde, extended, 24, 80. 

Tine, Tjnt, to loee. 111, 113; 
85, 8ja. 

Tirand, tyrant, 121, 479. 

Tite, iVte, quickly, 81, 690, 704. 

Ti)>inge, Ti|iaiide, tidings, message, 
23, 68; 88,46; 112, i59- 

To-bnrsten, burst aeander, 132,37. 

To-clef, To-cloue, did cleave asun- 
der, 142, 339; 144, 375; 
pierced, 137, 172. 

To-dochnd, beat«n, daslied about, 
180, 65. 

To'fore, before, 154. 

Toknysge, sign, 20, 27. 

To-lachud, sererely lashed, ISO, 66. 

Tonie,leisure, spare time,218, 241. 

Tone, taken, 93, 231. 

Tore, torn, 143, 372. 

To-riue, riven asunder, 138, 210. 

Tow, two, 125, 125; 201,138, 

Toyled, rent, 143, 372. 

Traist, Trayat, tnwt, 125, 104; 
88, 3B. 

Trau]., faith, 109, 63- 

Treget, ain, trespass, 207, 311. 

Treue ( •= Strese\ race, 147, 482. 

Treo, tree, 131, 3. 

Trie, choice, 143, 373. 

Trille, to rock, 213, 86. 

Tripet,trespBsa,132,4i ;147,48o. 

Trone, throne, 122, 9. 

Trowth, belief, 67, 208. 

Trait, Truyt, wrong, 132, 41 ; 
147, 480. 

Twei, two, 20, 30. 



Twin, two, 119, 403. 
Twy^es, twice, 146, 44?. 
T^de, hour, 224, 30. 
l^de, tine, prong, 201, 13S. 

pa (pi.), the, 94, 3S9. 

pam, them, 62, 7. 

pannes, bowels (1 the arms), 13^ 

136. 

peder, thither, 48, 373. 

pei, pe^, thon^, 18, 19, li. 

pen, than, 34, 188. 

pen (aec.), the, 18, 7. 

peof, thief (pi. peouee, penes), 34, 

35, 187. 
peose, these, 142, 331. 
perlede, pierced, 223, 14. 
pes, th^, 36, 313. 
pethin, tbence, 90, 119. 
pir, these, 64, 100. 
pis-kin, of this kind, 88, 33. 
tH^ this, 172, 23. 
po, when, 20, 31. 
po (pi.), the, 93, 319. 
polie, to suffer, 52, 423, 425. 
ponky, to thank, 44, 314. 
porou, poru, through, IS, 3; 118, 

388. 
prali, boldly, 110, 90. 
prin, three, 119, 395. 
prist, thirst, 151, 34. 
pritti, thirty, 20, 31, 
prowe, suffering, 160, 18. 
puderward, thitherward, 22, 45. 
pulke, that same, 18, 4. 

Tche, each, 141, 394. 
Ymjiink, to consider, 116, 394. 
Under-feng, received, 223, 38. 
Vnderon, undem, 82, 733. 
Vnfaine, sorry, 80, 637. 
Vnfere, sick, 115, 377. 
Vnfolde, s[»ead out, 218, 239. . 
Vnfuyled, undefiled, 131, 31. 
Vniojnet, dislocated, 142, 333. 
Vnkid, unknown, 92, 189. 
Vnnetiia, scarcely, 116, 285. 
Vnqnit, unpaid, 110, 85. 
Vuiely, unhappy, 116, 383. 
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Vatill, onto, 62, 5. 
Vnworjw, unworthy, 54, 453. 
Unwrest, bad, wicked, 19S, 191. 
Vp, upon, 54, 458. 
Vpbraide, abuee, 111, 136. 
VttereBt, uttermost, 69, 368. 
Vuel, evil, eickneM, 24, 68. 

Vwle, to fail, 30, 149. 

Vair, fair, 24, 71. 

Valle, to iali, 48, 383. 

Vaniat, vanished, 96, 333. 

Uan-wite, lack of wit, folly, 1 60, 7 2. 

TTaste, fast, 28, 126. 

Velde^ fiUed, 28, lao. 

Velle, to fell, 30, 151. 

Uerey, trae, 190, 137. 

Versch, fresh, 59, 504. 

Uerst, first, 18, 3. 

Veruor)*, far, 48, 383. 

Vet, feet, 32, 173. 

Vet*^ fetched, 28, 117. 

Vewe, few, 26, 97. 

Vil, vile, 32, r8i. 

Vlli, to defile, 34, 183. 

Viue, five, 40, 358. 

Uolueld, fulfilled, 18, 13. 

Vond, found, 22, 55; 26, 108. 

Vondi, to try, 46, 331. 

Vor, for, 22, 56. 

Uorbarnde, burnt up, 22, 50 j 68, 

506. 
Uorbrend, burnt up, 26, 93. 
Uorlet, left, 22, 49. 
TJorlore, lost, ruined, 18, 3. 
Uorolded, grown old, S4, 74. 
Uorsake, to forsake, 42, 298. 
Vorte, until, 26, loi. 
Vorte, for to, 44, 33a 
Vorward, eovenant, 50, 411- 
Uorwelwed, withered, 22, 55. 
ITorl>, forth, 22, 54 ; 38, 334. 
Uorjeue, forgiven, 30, 141. 
Tjlt^ vileness, 161. 

Wa, woe, 64, 98. 
Wake, to watch, 76, 535. 
Wftld, would, 94, 245. 
Walde, power, 93, 337. 



Walt, suffered, 143, 355. 
Walter, to die, 201, 132. 
Wan, Whom, which, 24, 25, 72. 
Wand, rod, 70, 303. 
Wane, quantity, 74, 447; 130,399. 
Warde, care, 117, 338. 
Waried, cursed, 121, 483. 
Warisht, healed, 117, 343. 
Warl^he, traitor, 121, 466. 
Wamist, fumiahed, 117, 326. 
Wate, know, 63,43. 
Water, river, 125, loi. 
Wawe, to wave, 221, 330. 
Wayloway, well-a-day, 95, 306. 
Wde,'onwde' = (i)madly,223,i5. 
Wede, Weod, weed, 20, 21, 33. 
Weft, woven, encloBed, 116, 292. 
Welk, walked, 117,337. 
Welkit, withered, 66, 163. 
Wellande, boiling, 121,486. 
Wenge, wing, 221, 330. 
Weolf*, wealth, 146, 415. 
Weop,Wep,wept,20,3i; 142,334. 
Weopyng, weeping, 143, 355. 
Werde, world, 113, 180. 
Were, doubt, 72, 385. 
Were, to defend, 121, 490. 
Wered, Werde, drove o^ 141, 297 ; 

141, 302. 
Werre, Worre, to war on, harasB, 

34, 35, 194. 
Wera, worse. 111, izo. 
Wesch, Wusch, washed, 32, 33, 

173; 82,736. 
Weterly, truly, 65, 134. 
Wejt, weight, 110,83. 
Wha. who, 78, 584. 
Whatlikere, sooner, 30, I42 

(margin). 
Whilk, which, 65, 121. 
Whon, trade, 27, 96. 
Whonne, when, 21, 38. 
Wight, active, 78, 578. 
Wikke, wicked, 133, 68. 
Wilde, would, 120, 425. 
Wilne, Wilny, to desire, 20, 34 ; 

20, 21, 36. 
Wirschip, honour, 73, 418. 
W18, to direct, 71, 335. 
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Wiese, vise, 126, loo. 

Wit, Wite, to kDOT, 77, 555 ; 18, 
18; to protect, 37, 313. 

Witering, knowledge, 114, 835. 

Withgane, dmilease, 66, 15a. 

Withouten, mthoat, 66, 148. 

Wijjerwine, enemy, 108, 4. 

Wobigon, woe-b^ne, 131, 6. 

Wod, mad, 38, 243. 

Wogh, woe, grief, 71,330; wrong, 
116, 305. 

Woke, week, 196, 228. 

Won, to dwell, 66, 150; 

Won, (1) habitation, abode, 143, 
347- 

Won, conquered, 36, 219. 

Wond, wound, 26, 105. 

Wonder, wonderful, 50, 395. 

Wonderly, wonderfully, 144, 401. 

Wonynge, dwelling, 153, 13. 

Wordle, world, 66, 473. 

Worm, serpent, 117,323- 

Worthly, worthy, 124, 81. 

Wort-, are, 22, ga. 

Wounden, wounded, 40, 258. 

Wouj, Wouh, wrong, 68, 69, 49O. 

Wox, grew, 28, 133. 

Wrecches, poor men, 214, 125. 

Wreche, misery, 138, 219; ven- 
geance, 30, 139. 

Wright, carpenter, 79, 616. 

Wrings, to squeeze, 138, 214. 

Wnch, which, 44, 306. 

Wnn, to dwell, 96,320. 

Wurth, tobe, 95,313, 

Wurthed, became, 90, 127. 

Wyf, woman, 132, 34. 



Wykke, 153, 15. (5« Wikke.) 
Wyled, wild, 132, 25. 
Wyte, to blame, 134, 95.. 

Yate, gate, 154. 
Yauf, gave, 196, 308. 
Yknowe, to know, 160, 20. 
Ymad, made, 50, 411. 
Ysinwed, aitined, 176, 50. 
Ywyn, truly, 151, 32. 
Y-jeue, given, 224, 30. 

3a^ gave, 33, 165. 

3are, ready, 30, 146. 

Jarke, to prepare, 36, 208; 161, 

24. 
3at, 5ate, gate, 64, 466; 63, 31. 
Jef, gave, 32, 165. 
3eld, Jilde, yield, pay, 140, 261 ; 

110,82. 
3elp, greedy, 140, s8i. 
Jeme, heed, attention, 28, 130. 
Jer, year, 20, 25. 
3erd,3erde, rod, 117,323; 212,74; 

Staff, HI, 295; pi. 3erdeii, roda, 

26, 98. 
3eme, Jeome, eagerly, 18, 19, 11. 
3eme, to desire, long for, 62, 26. 
3eafe, gave, 186, iia 
3be, she, 152, g6. 
3ode, went, 73, 409. 
3ollynge, yelling, 44, 3J5, 
3ome, dil^ently, 120, 431. 
jorufiil. Sead 3orniul, earnest, 

224, 33. 
3ut, yet, 32, 167. 
3ymmeB, gems, 46, 344. 



CORRECTIONS. 

Page 8, line 10, /or their ipeeeh (counael) read it 
Page Itt, line l , for redeemed read redeemedil. 
Page 17, line 6 from bottom, for we read )>e. 
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